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THe 


CASE 


Infant-Baptiſm. 


The Previous Diſcourſe. 


HE better to prepare the mind of my 
Reader for what T ſhall fay in this Dit 
courſe about Infant-Baptiſm, I think it re- 
quiſite to premiſe a ſhort Incrotluction. 
Firſt, Concerning the Original, And 
Secondly , Concerning the Nature of 
the Jewiſh Church. | 
Thirdly, Concerning the initiatory Sacrament into it, 
and the Perſons that were capable of Initiation. 
And Laſtly, Concerning the alteration of it from the 
Moſaic into the Chriſtian Oeconomy, or to expreſs my elf 
more plainly in the * Scripture-phraſe, concerning the al- ® H:%.2.5,6 
teration of the Houſe of AM/cs into the Huwſe of Chriſt. 
As for the Original of the Few:ſh Church, it is to be re- 
ferred unto Abraham the f Father of tbe Fa:thful parely con- | Rom. 4+ 11+ 
lidered as a Church. But if it bz conſidered as a Commone 
A 2 wealth, 


Of Infant- Baptiſm. 


wealth, or as a Church under ſuch a Political Regulation, 
then it is to be referred unto Moſes, who was called, even 
* pionyCLon- by Heathen Writers, the * Legiſlator of the Fews. Theſg 
gin. 4 vx/45- two Conſiderations of the Swill Church, purely as ; 
SeQQ. 7. Church, and as a Commen-wealth, or as a Church under ſuch 
a mixture with a Common-wealth ought heedtully to be 
diſtinguiſhed. 

I. Becauſe there is ground for ſuch a diſtin&ion in the 
nature of the thing. 

2. Becauſe this diſtin&ion is made by the Apoſtle, who 
was of the Secd of Abraham, an Hebrew of the Hebrew, 
and by conſequence very well qualified to underſtand the 
difference betwixt the Swiſh Oeconomy as a Church, and 
as a Common-wealth. 

Firſt, I ſay, there is a Ground for ſuch a diſtinction in 
the Nature of the thing, as is evident to any Man, who 
is capable of conſidering the difference betwixt the 
Church-Chriſtian before, and after its Union with the 
Empire. Before its Union with the Empire, it ſubſiſted 
by it ſelf purely as a Church above three hundred years, 
in a State of Perſecution, from Chriſt unto Conſtantine the 
Great; and juſt ſo the Jewiſh Church for above four huy- 
dred years ſubſiſted by it ſelf in a State of Peregrination 
and Captivity from Abraham unto Moſes, who brought 
them out of Egypr, and gave them the Law. 

But Secondly, As there is ground for this diſtin&ion in 
the nature of the thing, 1o is it in effe&t made by the Apo- 
ſtle, Gal. 3.17. This I ay, that the Covenant that was befor 
confirmed of God | with Abraham | in Chriſt, the Law which 
was four hundred and thirty years after cannot diſannul, that it 
ſhould make the Promiſe | to Abraham | of none Effet. Here 
is a plain difference made between the Covenant or Pro- 
miſe which God made with Abraham and his Seed, when 
he ſeparated him from the World unto himſelf, and that 
Political one, which he afterwards made with the Few, 
whon he gave them the Law : And this difference 1s alſo 
obſerved, Rom. 4 13. The Promiſe, that be ſhould be the Heir 

. of the World, was not giver, to Abraham, or to hs Seed 
through the Law, but through the Righteouſneſs of Faith : Fir 
j 
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if they which are of the Law be Heirs, Faith is made wid, and 
the Promiſe us of no effect 
From theſe words, which diſtinguiſh ſo plainly between 
the Covenant which God made with Abrabam, or the 
Promiſe, which he made unto him, and the Law, it is 
evident that the beginning of the Fewiſh Church purely 
conſidered, as a Church, is to be dated from the Covenant 
which God made with Abraham, and therefore in the ſe- 
cond place, the way to find out the nature of the Abraba- 
mical, or pure Fewiſh Church, is to conſider the nature of 
the Covenant, or Promiſ: upon which it was founded ; 
and if we examine the Scriptures, we ſhall find, that it 
was an Evangelical Covenant : For ſubſtance the ſame with 
that which 1s ſince made berwixet God and us through 
Chriſt. This will appear upon a Review of thoſe Scrip- 
tures which teach us, 7hat Faith was the Condition of this 
Abrahamical Covenant ; that it was made with * Abraham, * pige autem 
as the Father of the Fanthfu!, and in him with all Believers, ſtare juſtiria, 
with his Spiritual, as well as Carnal Seed, proceeding from him & illic eſſe vi- 
by Spiriznal, as well as Natural Generation ; and that the Bleſ- © predicts 


ſings or Promiſes of this Covenant belonged unto them upon the mg 
ſame Account of th.ir Faith, m—— 
viver. Inde 


Abraham pater Gentium credidir. In Genef. credidit Abraham Deo, 8& depuratum eſt ci 
ad juſtitiam. Item Paulus ad Galatas, Abraham credidit Deo & deputatum eſt ei ad 
juſtiriam. Cognoſcitis ergo qui ex fide ſunt hi ſunt filli Abrabe, providens autem 
Scriprura quia ex fide, &c. Cyprian. adverſ. Zudeos. Fudeos a Deo receſhiſe, ——— 
ſucceſſifle vero in ecorum locum Chriſtianos fide Dominum promerentes, & de omnibus 
Gentibus, ac toto erbe venicntes. Cyprian, ad Nuirin. Teſtim. L. 3. 


To this purpoſe ſpeaketh the Apoftle in the Fourth 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, from the 9th. to the 
15th. Verſe : Cometh then this Bleflednefs [_ of Fuſtificati- 
on by Faith \.upon the Circumciſion only, or upon the Un- 
circumciſion alſo ? For we ſay, that Faith was reckoned to 
Abraham for Righteouſneſs ; how was it then reckon'd ? 
When he was in Circumciſion, or in Uncircumciſion ? 
Not in Circumciſion, but in Uncircumciſfion ; and he re- 
ceived the Sign of Circumciſion a Seal of ( the Promiſes 
made to ) the Righteouſneſs of Wye which he had being 
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yet uncircumciſed that [ ſo believing before Circumciſion he 
might be the Father ( b:th ) of all them that believe, tho' 
they be not circumciſed, that righteouſneſs might be impu- 
ted unto them alſo ( as hs Children ) and the Father of 
Circumciſion to them, who are not of the Circumciſion 
only, but (bo) alſo walk in the Steps of that Faith of 
our Father Abraham, which he had, being yet uncircum- 
ciled ; for the Promiſe that he ſhould be the Heir of the 
World ( in hi Peſterity ) was not to Abrabam, or his Secd, 
through ( the Righteouſneſs of ) the Law ; but through the 
Righteouſneſs ( which cometh ) of Faith : For it they 
[ cnly | which are of the Law be Heirs, ( bz ) Faith ( /6 
much celebrated is made void, and the Promiſe made (o iz) 
of no effe&. So Gal. 3. from the 5th to the 10th Verſe : 
He therefore that miniftrech unto you the ( extraordinary 
Gifts of the ) Spirit, and worketh Miraclzs among you ; 
doth he it by the works of the Law,or by the Faith, which 
*-Quoniam you have heard preached, even as ( it x written of ) * Abra- 
aurem & in þzy, ( he ) believed God, and it was imputed unto him 
| ver agg for Righteouſneſs ; know ye therefore, that they which 
fides noſtra, 8 27& ( the Children ) of Faith, the fame are the Children 


quoniam Pa- Of Abraham ; and God in the Scripture foreſecing that he 
rriarchano- would juſtific the Heathen through Faith preached betore 


ſtrz fidei, & | _ : xe 
nr wh nrophe- the Gofpel unto Abraham, laying, 1 thee ſhall all Nations 


ra fuirplenif- 9* P</ſed. SO then they which be ( the Children ) of Faith, 
ſim*Apoſto- are blefled with faichtul Abrabam who x the Father of them 
Jus docuirt in rhar believe. Afterwards in Verie 26. Now to Abraham, 
ea Epiſtoli, or his Sced, or Race were the Promiſes | of God | made : 
- 4p rag He, -( -. e. God, or Moſes his Pen-man ) faith, Net to Seeds, 
Nui ergo tribuit 6 Races, as if there were divers of them; but to thy 
wbis Spiritum Seed, 4. e. to one of thy Seed, which is Chriſt. And this 
& operatur JT fay, that the ( Abrahamical ) Covenant that was before 
wires mV confirmed by God in Chriſt, the Law, which was four 
hundred and thirty years after cannot diſannul, that it 
ſhould make the Promiſe ( made wito Abraham ) of none 

ctle. 
From all theſ2 Texts put together, it is plain, that the 
Abrahamical Covenant, upon which the Few: Church, as 
ſuch, was founded, was of a Spiritual, Evangelical Na- 
an eurcy 
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eure, and perfedly verified and fulfilled in Jeſus Chrift, 
who was made of -the Szed of Abrakam, and in whom all 
the Families of the Earth are bleſſed, and whoſe Day Abra- 
ham himſelf ſaw, and rejoyced. It is farther evident from 
them, that this Covenant was made with A4braham, as the 
Father of Believers, and with his Poſterity, not as pro- 
ceeding from him by natural, but by ſpiritual Generation, 
as Heirs of his Faith, as is plain from Rom. 4. 16. There- 
fore ( the Promiſe ) is of Faith, that fo alſo it might be by 
Grace; to the end the Promiſe might be ſure to all the 
Seed ( of Abraham ) not to that only, which is of the 
Lay ; but to that alſo which is of the Faith of Abraham, 
who is the Father of us all, both Few and Gentile, that be- 
lieve. So Chap. 9. 6. &c. not as tho' the Word or Promiſe 
of God to them had taken none effect : For they are not 
all ( the ) Iſrael which are deſcended of 7/rael ; neither be- 
cauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, are they all Children 
( of God's Covenant ) but (tis faid) in Tazc ſhall thy Seed 
be called ; | tho* Abraham had more Sons | that is (all) 
they which are the Children of the Fleſh, thele are not 
the Children of God; but the Children of the Promiſe 
( only as I/aac was ) are counted tor the Seed. 

Hence laith the Apoſtle in the name of the Chriſtians, 
we are the Circumciſion, which worſhip God in the Spi- 
rit, and have no Contidence in the Fleſh, and it is one 
God which ſhall juſtifie che Circumciſion by Faith, and 
the Uncircumciſion through Faith ; and it ye be Chriſt's, 
then are ye Abraham's Szed, and Heirs, according to the 
Promiſe, which God made unto Abraham. 

Furthermore, that this Covenant was Evangelical, and 
made with the Poſterity of Abraham, not as his Natural, 
but as his Spiritual Off-ſpring, will appear in the third 
place from the initiatory Sacrament into it, which was 
Circumciſion, or cutting off the Fore-skin of the Fleſh ; as 
it is written, You ſhall Circumciſe the Fore-skin of your Fleſh, 
and it ſhall be a Sign of the Covenant betwixt me and you. 
Hence the Covenant of which it was the Sign, 1s called by 


_ 


Phil, 3* 3» ; 


* St. Stephen, the Covenant of Circumcition; and Cir- * A#c 9. 8.. 


cumcifion on the other hand is called by St. Pani, the m 
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of the Righteouſneſs of Faith ; Faith, or Faithful Obe- 
dience being the Condition of that Covenant which God 
required of the Children of Abraham, and which they 
promiſed to perform. Ir alſo ſignified the Circumciſion of 
+ H* 3 2Joa4 the t Heart ; as Moſes laid unto the People of Iſrael, Ci- 
+ afealopſis += cumciſe the Fore-skin of yowr Hearts, Deut. 10. 16. and in 
wT@ bs © Deut. 30. 6. The Lord thy God will Circumciſe thine heart, and 
— the hearts of thy Seed, that thou mayeſt love the Lord thy God 
bw _ with all thine Heart, and with all thy Soul, that thou mayeſt live. 
2-5 + me- And agreeable unto this Spiritual Signifhcation of Circun- 
vis, dy wnw- Ciſion, St. Pau! ſaith Rom. 2. 28. He 3x nit a Jew, which & 
ei , Juſtin. oe outwardly, neither x that Circumciſim, which outwardly 
Mart. Dial. ,, be Fleſh, but he is a Few, which us one inwardly ; and Cir- 
cum Tryph. p- . . 4 ny | 
250, 5 may. cumciſion zs that of the Heart, in the Spirit, and not in the Let- 
TWw Th) x7' ter, whoſe Praiſe w not of Men, but of God. 
Spry muge- 
Ado) afedlawnr, and mibulialy, bs  Evax, x; © Gun, KQuIgtar, nuds, 3 did 
9% bamiC.ual 0 aurly —— go. ibid, p. 251, 


As to the Perſons who were capable of initiation into 
the Fewijſh Church by this Sacrament, we have a very 
plain account at the inſticution of it in Ge». Chap. 27. 
will ( faith God unto Abraham ) eſtabliſh my Covenant be- 
rveer. Me, and thee, and thy Seed after thee for an Everlaſting 
Covenant to be a God unto thee, and thy Seed after thee 
Thou ſhalt keep my Covenant therefore thou and thy Seed afier 
thee in their Generations; this s | The Token of | my Cove 
nant, which ye ſhall keep between Me and you, and thy Seed af 
ter thee, every Male among you ſhall be Circumciſed. And ye 
ſhall Circumciſe the fleſh of your Fore-skin, and it ſhall be a Token 
of the Covenant betwixt Me and you, and he that is eight days 
old ſhall be Circumciſed among you, every Male in your Generati- 
ons, he that us born in the Houſe, or bgught with Money of any 
Stranger, which not of thy Seed, he that xs born in thy Hoſe, 
and he that is bought with thy Money muſt needs be Circumci- 
ſed, and my Covenant ſhall be in your fleſh for an everlaſting 
Covenant. 

From this account of Perſons to be Circumciled, it 15 
plain, 


Fit, 
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Firſt, That Gertiles who were born of * Gzntile Parents * Ex 12.47 
in Abrabam's Houſe, or bought with his Money, as S2r- 47 
vants then were, and Blacks are now among us, were t9 
be initiated into the Covenant by Circumcitio1, from 
whenc2 it appears, that the Spiritual Race of Abraham 
were the Children of the Covenant, and that when God 
-omiſed to bz a God ro hing, and his S2ed atter him, he 
meant the Children of his Faith. Hence in all Azes of the 
Fewiſh Church, it any Gentiles embraced the Fewiſh Faith 
and Religion, rhey were admitred intoit by Circumcilion, 
and chereupon reckoned among the Poſterity of Abrabam, 
and the p2culiar People of God, although they were not 
the Children of Abraham according to the Fleſh. There 
were great numbers of Gentiles thus converted to the Fejh 
Faith and Rc</79cn, and grafted like wild Branches into the 
Olive-Tree, in all the Ages of the Fewiſh Church. Not 
to mention particular Perlons, we read that many of the 
Medes and Perſians became Fews in the time of Aſhuermxs, 
Efber S. 17. * Likewiſe, in the tim2 of David and Solommn, * Selden de 
vaſt numbers of the neighbouring Countries embraced Fa jure |. 24C: 2. 
daiſm, and in the tim? of Hyrcanws the whole Nation of 
the Iumeanns turned Fes, and lived in their own Country 
according to the Fewiſh Rites. This ſhort account of the 
Jewiſh Proſclyr2s may fatisfie any Mar, who is not perver- 
ted beyond cure, that the Church of the Fews was not 
founded upon, nor conftituted by natural G2neration, but 
by Spiritual Rezeneration, as the Church Chriſtian is, and 
that thoſe, who were then related unto God; as Members 
of his Church were 1o, becauſe they were the S-iritual 
Sed of 4braham, who then was and ſtill is the Father of 
the Church, and Church Members, to whom he is rela- 
ted not in his Natural, but in his Religious Capacity, as he 
was a Belizver, and the Father of all thoſe that believe. 
But Secondly, It is manifeſt from this Scriptural acconnt 
of perſons to be Circumciſed, that Circumciſion was an 
Ordmance of Latitude, comprehending Perſons of all Ages, 
and that Children, aad Minors not yet arrived at years of 
Diſcretion, who were incavacitated, as to ſome ends of 
Circumcition, were — to be ſolemnly _ 
.atC 
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ated by it, as well as grown Men, who w2re capable of 
all. God was pleaſed to call them his ; nay, they were 
his Property, as much as their Parents of whom they 
deſcended, he looked upon them as holy and ſeparate, and 
as Candidates of the Covenant, and he thought them {6 
well qualified for admiflion into it, that he would not 
have it put off beyond the eighth day. 

He that is eight days old, or as it is in the Original, a 
Son of cight days, ſhall be circumcis among you. God 
was 1o far trom cxcluding of them trom Sacramental In- 
itiation upon the account of natural incapacity, that he 
limited the time for the adminiſtration of ir, beyond 
which he would not have ic deferr'd. And accordingly 
the Fews cver did moſt religiouſly obſerve it, from the 
time of Abraham unto the time of Fohn the Baptiſt, and 
Chriſt, who were both Circumciſed the * eighth day. Nay 
when any Gentile turnzd Few, they immediately Circuny 
ciſed his Children if he deſired it; always underſtanding 
that Children were called and elected by God in their Pa- 
rents. Thus ſaith God unto Abrabam, I will eſtabliſh my 
Covenant between thee and me, and thy Seed after thee for an 
everlaſting Ccvenant, to be a God unto thee, and thy Seed after 
thee. : 

The great Goodneſs of God made him thus ſeparate the 
Children with their Parents from the reſt of the World, 
and look upon them as part of his choſen peculiar People, 
by which they became relatively Holy, and of a religious 
Conſideration, and diftered from the Children of Unbey 
lievers, as much as their Parents did from the Unbceliever 
themſelves. Since therefore God was pleaſed to be fo gra 
cious as to chooſ2 the Children with their Parents, and 
look upon them as Holy upon their account, it is no won: 
der that he ſhould oblige them to dedicate, and devote 
them betimes unto him, by ſolemn initiation into his 
Church. I ſay, he called and elected them in their Px 
rents, and with them ſeparated them unto himſelf from 
the World, and, agrecably to the nature of this Graciou 
Call, and ſeparation, he made it a ſufſicicnt qualification 
tor their actual admiſſion into the Church, by the initia- 

ting 
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ting Ordin:nce, which the Children of Heathe.1z wzre no: 
capable of, becauſe they were not to called, and choten, 
and ſeparated of God. 
This was ground enough for their admiflion into the 
Church, and for God to look upon them, as Bzlievers, 
though they could not make open Profeflion of chzir Faich, 
as Avraham did beiore he was Baptized, and it is certain, 
after the example of Abraham, all * adule Profelytes did. © 5*!#en «: 
But though Abraham protelled his Faich before he was Cir- Hand. LAH. 
cumcil:d, aac the next Heir of the Promiſe was Circum: 
cited betore he profeſſed, or could prof} his Faith, b2- 
cauſe if he Iivea he was as fure to profes it by vertus of 
his Calling, and Ele&ion as any adult Profelyre was to 
continue in the Profeilion of his. 
In the mean time the Faith and Conſent of the Father, 
or, if the Child had none, of the Suſceptor or Godfather, xr Maccab. 2. 
and of the Congregation under which he was Circumciled, 45: 
was believed or old by the Fews to be + impured to the + Sell. de jure 
Child, as his own Faich and Confent. "They had very { 2: c. 2. ae 
zood ground in the Scriptures for this Opinion, becauſe the Y#- 4-14 3: 
Iahdelicy and Ditobedience of the Parents, in wiltully neg- 
ling, or de{piting Circumciſion, was imputed to the 
Children, who were c{tzemed and puniſhed as Breakers of 
the Covenant, when they were not circumciſed, as it is 
written, Every uncircumciſed Male, whoſe Fleſh of his Foreskin 
s not circumciſed, that Suul ſhall be cut off from his People; he 
bath broken my Covenant , and theretoce it the Act of Pa- Caſſand. de 
rents in neglecting to bring their Children to Circumcition Bay tim. In- 
was reputed theirs, much more their Act in bringing ehem 14+: 732- 
tot might well be reputed as their Act and Dec. Thus 
It Nams. 3. 28. we had the keeping of the Sanctuary im- 
puted to the Males of the Coharhites of a month ok and 
upwards, becauſe their Fathers actually kept ir, and they 
were to bs trained up unto it; and in Dent. 29. 11, 12. the 
little cnes are exprelly faid to enter into Covenant with 
God, becaufs the Mcn of Trae! did fo ; and thus alfo oor 
Blefled Lord, who took upoa him the Sec of Abraham, 
although he healed * grown Pertons tor their own Faith ; * Math.g.29, 
| B 2 yet 
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yet he healed ft Children upon the account of the Faith of 
their Parents ; or others who belought him tor them; as it 
were imputing it to them for their own Faith, 

Having now brictly diſcourſed of the Original, and 
Evangelical Nature of the Fe-iſb Church, and the Initia- 
tory Sacrament of it, and the perſons that were initiated 
thereinto, I now proceed to make a few Obſervations up- 
on the Alteration of it, from the AZ/aical into the Chriſh- 
an Oec:1(mzy ; or from the Legal State of it under the Ol 
Teſtament, into the Evangelical under the New. 

For :5s it was the ſame tor Subſtance under the Law that 
it was betore it; fo ic ſtill remains the ſ-sne for Subſtance 
under the Goſpel, that it was under the Law. The Fours 
dation is the ſame, tho' the Superſtructure and Faſhion of 
the Houle be very different. For A4brobem is {till the Fa- 
ther of the Faithtul; and we that believe under the Go- 
ſpel, are as much his Seed, and Children in God's prime 
Intention, and the true meaning of the Words, as thoſe 
that were Bclicycrs under the Law. 


% 


Hence it comes to paſs, that the Church-Chriſtian is 
called in the New Teſtament, the New and Supernal 7 


ruſalem ; to let us know, that Chriſtianity is nothing 

Spiritual Fudaiſm, the fame City new reformed, confſtity 
ted upon a new Charter, blefled with more noble and 
ample Priviledges than formerly ; and every way better 
buile, and more Auguſt than it was. Thus in Rev. 3. 12. 
Unto him that cvorecameth ( laith the Son of Man) Twil 
write the Name of my Gid, and the Name of the City of my 
God, which zs New Jeruſalem, hich & come diwn out of 
Heaven, from my God : that 1s, I will acknowledge him that 
holds out to the end for a perſon truly godly, and for a 
true Member of the pure Catholick Chritfian-Church 
which is the Spiritual Feruſalem deſcended from above. 
And ſo Chap. 21.2. I ſaw the Holy City New Jeruſalem 
coming down frim God, dewn out of Hecwvcn prepared as 6 
Bride, adcrned fr ber Husband, meaning Teſs Chriſt. S0 
in Gal. 4. feruſalem which ws frem abcve, or the Supernal 


Jeruſalem is [ a | free (_ City ] which is the Mother of 
us. all, 


Hence 
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Hence alſo ic comes to paſs, that St.Perer in his firſt Gene- 
ral Epiſtle, calls the Chriſtians by thoſe proper Titles and 
Appellations which God gave unto the Fews, as unto his pe- 
culiar Peovle, wiz. a choſen Generation, a Reyal Priefthood, ars 
Holy Nation, a pecul;ar People ; which muſt necds imply, that 
the Chriſtian Church is tundamentally, and radica ly the 
ſame with the ancient Church of the Fews. Accordihgly 
St.Parl tho* he was the Doctor of the Genriles, yet compared 
the calling of them to the engratring of the wild Olive- 
Tree into the old Olive-Trees Stock. It ſome of the Branches 
(faith * he unto them ) be broken off [_ rErough Unbelief | 
and thou being a wild Olive Pranch, was grafted in 
amongſt them, and with them partakeſt of the Root and 
Fatneſs of the | .inciert | Olive-Tree, boaſt not againſt 
the Branches | /o cnt of | but if thou boaſt | rcarember that 
thou beareſt not the Root, but the Root thee ; and after- 
wards, If thou were cut off from the Olive-Tree, which 
is wild by Nature, and were grafted contrary to [ hy 
ild | Nature into a good Olive-Tree, how much more 
ſhall theſe { wnbelicving Fews | which be the natural 
Branches, be re-graftcd into their own Olive-Tree ? From 
this Compariſon it is plain, that the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 
Church are the ſame in the Raot and Stock : And from 
this radical Argument that is betwixe them, it proceeds, 
thac St. Fchn in his Symbolical way of Writing in the 
Apocalyps, calls the Chriſtians Fews : Behold T will make 
them of the Synagegue of Satan which ſay they are Fews but 
are net, Rev. 3. 9. 2. 9. Indeed, as fudaiſm was nothing 
but myſtical Chriſtianity ; ſo Chriſtianity is nothing but 
reformed Judai/m, which made our Saviour, who was the 
Retormer of it, ſay unto the Fews, Think net that I am 
ecme to deſtrcy the Law, and the Prophets ; I am nt come to 
deſtrey, bat to perſet and fulfl. And unto his Dilciples, 
who under him were to be Maſter-Builders of his Houſe, 
he ſaid, That a Scribe, or Detlcr rightly inſtrufted unto 
the Kingdem of God, was like a Man that ts an Heuſholder, 
who bringeth cut of bus Store-houſe things both new and ld. 


F Rome 114. 


Thereby ſhewing, as renews obſerves, that he muſt be a 1. c, 21. & 


very skilful Scribe in the Old Teſtament, that was fit to 43. 


make 
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make a Workman of the new. The Old Teſtament and 
legal O:conomy was to be his Magazine, and Storehouſe, 
out of which he was to fetch many ſerviceable pieccs for 
the new Building ; and accordingly our Saviour, tho? in 
reforming the Houſe of Meſes, he was fain to pull it down, 
that it might be enlarged, yet both he that began the Re- 
formation, and his Apoſtles, who haiſhed ic, lIikz Men that 
were Houſe-holders, uſed much of the Old Limber and 
Materials, and conformed it too, as much as they could, 
* Dr. Ham- after the manner of the old. * They introduced as much 
mond of Int Of Zlaiſm into the Chriſtian Religion, as the nature of 
fant-Bapriim. - 32” holly Rs mas - 
the Reformation would well bear, and adhered as much 
as they could to the old, both in the Matter and Form of 
the new Occonomy ; and laid by tew 7ewiſh Rites and Cu- 
{toms, but ſuch as were fulfilled in Chriſt and Chriſtiani- 
ty, as the Antityp2 and Subſtance of them ; op elſe ſuch 
as were inconliitent with the Nature of the Church- 
Chriſtian, as it was to be a manly, tree, and univerſal 
Church. 
Theſe were the two reaſons for which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles fo much altered the Face of the Church from 
what it was under the Af/aical Oeconcmy, Firlt, becauſe 
+ Ac primd very many of the Jewiſh Rires and Ceremonics were | ful- 
ea his in re- filled in Chriſt and Chriſtianity ; and Secondly, becauſe 
bus compara- many of them were inconſiſtent with the nature of a 
cur, ut ancity- d. grad = <p" 
pus in typi Manly, free and univerial Church, ſuch as Chriſt intend- 
locum ſucce- Cd his ſhould be. 
dart, eumque 
adeo loco movcat, ut fimul atque antirypus adfir, nullus deinceps typo locus, nullus uſus 
reperiatur. Outramus de Sacrificits, Lib. 2. C. 16+ P. 204+ 


Firſt, Then, mayy of the Eccl!zfiaſtical ries, and uſages 
of the Jews were laid afide, at the time of Retormation, 
becauſe they were fulfilled in Chriſt, as thz A-wtitype, and 

ubſtance of them, as is plain from the words of the 
Apoſtle, Cel.2: 16. Let no man judge you in Meat, or in 
Drink, or in reſpe&t of an Holyday, or of the Nzw Moons, 
or of the Sabbath days, which are a Shadow of things 
that are to come to paſs; but the Body is Chriſt : that is to 


ſay, 
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ſay, Let no Man impoſe upon you the Dodrine of Moſai- 
cal Abſtinence, or condemn you for eating and drinking 
things prohibiced by the Zewiſh Religion, or for not ob- 
ſerving their Feaſts, New Moons and Sabbaths, which are 
but Typ2s of Chriſtianity ; and therefore ought to be laid 
aſide. The like he doth ſhew in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
concerning the Temple, Prieſthood, Alrar, Sacrifices, and 
the whole Temple-Service ; as is plain from many Pa{- 
ſages, whereof I ſhall recite fome. "The Prieſthood being 
changed, there is made alſo of neceſlity a change in the 
Law, Chap. 7.22. The Holy Ghoſt, this /gnif5ing there- 
by, that the way into the holieſt of all, was not yet made 
manifeſt, while, as the firft Tabernacle was yer ſtanding, 
which was but a Figure tor the time then preſent, in which 
were: offered both Gifts and Sacrifices ; that could not 
make him that did the Service perfect | and cleanſed | as 
- pertaining to the Conſcience, which ſtood, or conſiſted 
only in a certain ule of Meats and Drinks, and divers 
Waſhings, and other carnal Ordinances impoſed on them, 
[ as Types | until the time of Reformation | by Chriſt | 
Chap. 9. 8, 9, 10, SO werſ. 24 Chrilt | with rhe Blood of 
bx Sacrifice | is not entred into the Holy Places made with 
Hands, which are the Figures of the true. And after all, 
Chap. 10. 1. the Law having only a Shadow of the good 
things to come, and not the Solidity. of the things them- 
ſelves, can never with thoſe | umbratical | Sacrifices, which 
they offered year by year continually make the Comers 
thereunto pertect. 

It would make a Book of it ſelf, to recite all the Types 
and Shadows of the Old Teſtament, which are applicd to 
Chriſt and Chriſtianity by the Writers under the New. 
Beſides what occurs in the Kpoltles Writings, there is much 
to the ſame purpoſe in the Epiſtle of St. Barnabas, which 
is very ancient; the Dialogue of Tuſtin Martyr, with 
Trypho the Few ; and the Fourth Book of renews, who at- 
ter inſiſting upon many typical things, and perſons in the 
Old Teſtament, at laſt concludes in the 35:b Chapter, 
Nuhil enim vacuum, nibil ſine ſigno;, that almolt every thing 
in it was typical, and had a myſtical Reference to ſome- 
zhing under the New. - Bu 
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But S2condly, as many of the Eccleſiaſtical Rites, and 
Ulſages of the Fewiſh Church were taken away, becauſe 
they were fulfilled in Chrift and Chriſtianity, fo many 
others were annulled, as bemg inconſiſtent with the nature 
of the Church-Chriſtian, as it was to be a manly, free, and 
univer[al Church. 

Firſt, As it was to be a manly Church in oppoſition to 
the legal Pedagogy of the Fews, as St. Pan! called it in 
ſaying, That the Law was but a Schoo-maſter to bring them 
wito Chriſt | Gal. 3. 24 | and that the Fexws were under it 
as Children are under Tutors, and Governors; until the 
time appointed by the Father, the Fulnzſs of Time, when 
God ſent forth his Son, [ Chap. 4.1,2,3,4. |- Hither we may 
refer abundanc2 of thoſz Precepts which concerned their 
Waſhings, and Puritications, or their Abſtinenc2 from 
menſtruous Women, and unclean Creatures; which God 
impoſed upon them in that State of Minority, chiefly to 
lecture unto them moral Purity and Temperance: For 
they had childiſh Underſtandings, and were, like Chiklren, 
to be inſtructed by Symbols, and Symbolical Lezffons, as 
15 plain from the Precept about their Phylacteries, Numb. 

15. 36. Speak unto the Children of Iſrael, and bid them that 
they make Fringes in the Borders of their Garments throughout 
their Generations, and that they put upon the Fringes of their 
borders, @ Ribband of Blue, and it ſhall be unto you for a Fringe, 
that you may look upon it, and remember al! the Commandments 
of the Lord, and do them, and that ye ſerk nit after your 
own Heart, and your ewn Eyes, after which y: u/e to go a 
Whoring. 

But Secondly, As many of their Rites and C:remonies 
were annulled at the time of Reformation, b::1uſe they 
were inconſiſtent with the manly nature of the Chriſtian 
Religion, 1o others were annulled, becauſe they were not 
conſiſtent with the free nature of it, in oppoſition to the 
Servile nature of the Jewiſh Church, which is excellently 
ſet forth by the Apoſtle, Gal. 4.22, &c. Abraham had ewo 
Sons, the one by a Bond-maid, the other by a Free-wo- 
man, but he that was born of the Bond-maid was born ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, but he that was born of the Free- 
woman, 
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woman, was born | by virtue of the | Promiſe which God 
- made unto Abraham: Which things are an Allegory, for 
theſe [ rwo Hemen | are the two Covenants. The one the 
Covenant which was made on Mount Sinai, which gen- 
dreth to Bondage, and this was Agar. For this Agar is 
the figure of | Mount Sinai in Arabia, and anſiwererh to 
eruſ 


em which now is, and is | fill | in Bondage with 
her Children. But figure 0 

Jeruſalem, which is | come with Chrif, from g 

is the Mother of us all. 

Now this Eccleſiaſtical Bondage, and Servitude of the 
Fews , conhilted in the vaſt number of their Religious 
Rites and Obſervances, which if a Man conſider in retail 
as to the Days, Weeks, Months, and Years, which the 
were bound to obſerve ; the multitude of Sacrifices of a 
forts, which they were bound to offer ; the frequent Waſh- 
ings and Purifications they were bound to undergo; the 
{tri diſtintion they were to make of clean from un- 
cean Animals ; the Rules and Ceremonies they were 
bound to obſerve at Births, Marriages, Burials, at Bed and 
Board, at Home and Abroad, in Sickneſs and in Health, 
tay, even in Plowing, Sowing, and Reaping, he ſhall 
find that they were left almoſt in nothing to their own 
Freedom and Diſcretion, but that the Obſervances, to 
which they were bound in almoſt all their Actions, rook 
up half of their time. | 

Such a burdenſom,and grievous Occonomy was that un- 
der which the Fews lived, but yer how ſevere and laviſh 
ſoever it was, 1t was. ſuitable to the ſlaviſh temper of that 
People, upon whom Gold impoſed all theſe Carnal Ordi- 
nances for the hardnefs of their hearts, and- propenſion to 
Idolatry, as * Fuſtin Martyr often ebſcrves in his Dialogue 
with the Few. 


Sarah « the the Spiritual | 


above, which 


v3 


\ 
* AizZ TD 


ExAnegraes)- 
0 ay 


They were apt to forget God, and therefore he loaded t,,44:5 wei 
them with ſo many Divine Rites and Obſervations, that at & Juanng!per 


all times and places, and in every ation, they might be 


at in mind of him, and this Ceremonial Yoke was 1o 

eavy upon them, that it was little leſs than intolerable, 

according to St. Peter, who laid, Why temps ye God ro put a 
C | 


Yoke 


» V 
Fes 


* Maimonides 


more Newch. and 


Po3e CoJ7» 
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Tike upon the Neck of the Diſciples, which neither we mor cur 
Fathers were able to bear ? This he faid in the Conncil at 
Teruſalem, againſt | the. believing - Phariſees, who ' taught, 
that it was needful to. Circuracite the Gentile Chriftiang, 
and to command them to keep'ithe Moſaical Law, not yet 
rightly underſtanding, or believing, that it was one end of 
Chriſt's coming to ſer them free fron; the Aoſaick Obſer. 
vances, as the Apoſtles then declared, and as St. Paul af 
terwards inſtructed the. Galatians, who were led away ints 
this error, ſaying, Stand faſt therefore im the Liberty, 1hr+ 
with Chriſt hath made ms free, and be not entangled again with 
the Yoke of Bondage. 

Hither hears we ars to- refer the annulling not f6 
much of any particular fort of Jewiſh Ceremonies as of 
the whole Maſs of them, even the diſlolntion of the whole 
Ceremonial Law, of which the Fews were grown weary, 


and with which they had been for a long time heavy 1x 


den, when Chriſt called them to take his Yoke and Burden 
upon them, which wasto be ſo caſte, and light. 

But then in the-laſt place, as the obligatory force of all 
the Fewiſh Rites and Ceremonies were taken'away, becauſe 


they were inconſiſtene with the free nature of the Chriſti 
an Church: So ſome more eſpecially were annulled, as be- 
ing inconſiſtent with the univerſality of it, as it was to be 
a Catholick Church. 

Hither we may refer all thoſe which were ſet np by God 
as. Mounds and Hedges to keep the Fews from mixing 

d converling with.their Idolatrovns Netghbours, and thelr 
Idolatrous: Neighbotirs: from- being roo familiar and well 
acquainted with. them. Such as theſe were thoſe of not 
rounding the Corners .of their. Heads, and of not ſhavi 
of the Corners of their-Beards, of not letting their Catr 
gender with divers kinds, of not ſowing their 'Fields with 
mingled Seed, nor their Vineyards with divers Seeds ; of 
not Plowing with an.Ox and an Af together, and of not 
wearing a Garment of Linnen and Woolen. ' God injoin- 
ed them theſe, and other things in oppoſition to the neigh 
bouring Idolatrous Nations, thatithere might be a mutual 


{trangenefs.and- hatred berwixe them, and thar by = 
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- and other Ceremonial Singularities, they mighr be diftin- 
gaiſhed from the reſt of the World. © Bur then Chrift co- 
ming to break down the middle wall of Partition betwixe 
the, Fews and Gentiles, and to aboliſh the Enmity of Ordi- 
"ances that was betwixt'them, that he might make Peace 
betwixt them, and reconcile them both into one Body in 
the Croſs, it was requiſite to this end, that he ſhould abo- 
liſh thee, and all other diſtinguiſhing CharaQters betwixt 
them, which would have hindred the Progreſs of the Go- 
ſpd, had it been clogg'd with Fewſh Rites and Ceremio- 
nies, which were become ſo odious, and ridiculous to all 
the Gentile World. 
In particular, For this reafon he was obliged to change 
the Tniriatory Sacrament, and the Seal of the Covenant 
-of Grace, I mean Circumciſion, by which the Fews (Ex- + ro ancient 
eepting a few * Nations) were diſtinguiſhed from all the zgprians, 
orld. Ethigpians, 1/- 
They were become + odious and ridiculous to-all other mee/ites, Chil- 
People upon the account of it, and for this reaſon 'it c_ 
would have been a mighty bar to the Progreſs of the: Go yer Anchia- 


'Þpel, had the Gentiles been to be initiated thereby. lam, Mart... 
Credar Judzus 


Apelles. Horat. Ferro ſucciderit inguinis oram. Perron, Mox & preputia panunt, Ju- 
vert, 1 Cor. 7. 18, Is any Man called, being circumciſed, let him nat be uncircumciſed, i.'e. Let 
him not uſe means to attra# the Praputium, which the Jews did often to avoid Shame, and 
Perſecution in Gentile Countries. 


Furthermore, it alone was reckoned as a grievous bur- 
&den by reaſon of the painful and bloody nature of it; and 
for that Reaſon alſo was laid afide, as being inconſiſtent 
with the free and eaſic nature of the Chriſtian Religion ; 
for if Zipporah was ſo much offended at Moſes, and called 
him a bloody Husband upon the account of it, we may 
well prefume how much the Gentiles would have been of- 
fended at the Apoftles, and at their Doctrine, upon the ac- 
count thereof. 

No Religious Rite could be more ungrateful to Fleſh and 
Blood, and therefore ths Wiſlom of our Lord is to be ad- 
mired in changing of it into the eafje and practicable 
Ceremony of Baptiſm; which was of more univerſal | 

C 2 ſignifican- 
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_ ſignificancy, and which * Pagans ( as Paganiſm was no- 
Diabolus , FS. bar che Devil X 

ipſas quoque thing but Judaiſm corrupted by the Devil ) practiſed, as 

res Sacramen- Well as Fes. | 

torum divino- 

rum idolorum myſteriis #mulatur, tingit & ipſe quoſdam, vtique credentes, ac fideles ſug 

c#zrerum fi Numz ſuperſtitiones revolvamus nonne manifeſte dia. 

bolus morofitatem illam Judaicz legis imitarus eft ? Terrull. de praſcrip. hzrer, c. go, 0 

nimium faciles ! Qui triſtia crimina czdis tolli luminei poſe puraris aqui. 


Hitherto Thave given the Reaſons of altering the Few; 
; Oeconomy,and of reforming of it into the Chriſtian Chur 
* Veriſſimum hut then my undertaking obliges me to prove what before 
me ce I obſerved, that * Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who were the 
Hugo es ag Reformers of it, did build with many of the old Materi- 
roms ad Dani- als, and conformed their new houſe, as much as they could, 
elem notavit: after the Platform of the old. This wilt appear from 
Nutlos 4 Chri- Baptiſin it felf, which was a Ceremony by which | Proſe- 
= cane th lytes both Men , Women > and Children were initia- 


Grotii opuſc, td into the Fewiſh Church. —_ it were but Fl 
Tom.3.p.g20, mere humane Inſtitution, or, as the ditſenting Parties uſt- 


See Dr. Ham- ally phraſe it, a mere humane Invention ; yet ſo much re 


mondin bs _ £2 had our bleſſed Lord for the Ancient Orders and 


prced 4 uſtoms of the Fewiſh Church, that being obliged to lay 


Infants. by Circumciſion for the reaſons above mentioned, he con: 
T Seld. de jae ſecrated this inſtead of it to be the Sacrament of initiation 
| #5 Pr into his Church, and a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
e 3: Lizhtfonr 90 likewiſe the other Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ws 
Horz Hebrai- Certainly of || Fewiſh Original, as hath been ſhewed by 
cz, Þ. 42. many Learned Men, and the Correſpondence of the By 
Axnrmons on ſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons, to the High-Prieſt, Prieſts 
and of the © and Levites, doth ſhew that the Subordination of the 
- Baptizing of Chriſtian Hierarchy is taken from the Jewiſh Church, as 
Infants. Jacob St. Ferome obſerves in his Epiſtle to Evagrins. Et ut ſciamw 
Altingius dil- traditiones Apoſtolicas ſumptas de wwetert Teſtamento , quod 
_ _— Aaron, & filiz ejus, .& Levite in Templo fuerunt, hoc ſibi 
. Proſelyris. Epiſcopi, & Presbyteri & diaconi vendicent in Eccleſia. What 
- gn 1 Book the High-Prieſt, Prieſts, and Levites, were in the Temple, that 
C.$1-D. 11, 

Chriftian Sacrifice. Grot, Opuſc Tom. 3+ p. 510. Dr. Cudworth on the Lord”s Supper, Thom- 
dike of Religious Aſſembly. chap. 10, Dr. Taylor's grear Exemplar, p. 1. diſc, of Baptiſm. 
Numb. 1 1» : ; 

the 
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the Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacens, are in the Church acccrding 
to Apoſtolical Conſtitution taken from the Old Teſtament. 
ither allo is to be reterred that wonderful Correſpon- 
dence betwixt the Prieſt-hood and Altar of Jer and. « 7'þx Diſ- 


- 


Chriſtian Church, as. it is moſt excellently diſcourled by conſe concern- 


the Learned, and Pious ® Mr. Dodwell. ing the one Al- 
To all which, I may add many other Inſtitutions, as ering one 


that of > Excommunication, and of the ritual performance g.. 

of Ordination, Confirmation, and Abſolution of Peni- * Dr. Taylor 

tents by Impoſition of Hands, all which are of Fewiſh bis great Ex- 
widak  ....1.-; | | emplar Diſc, 

, Likewiſe, the Obſervation of the antient Love-Feafts 4g 

before the Holy-Euchariſt, which for their extream incon- Lightfoot on 

venience, were taken away by the © Churches Authority ; 1 Cor. c.g.v.4+ 

the uſe of Feſtivals and Faſts; the Inſticution of. the Lord's © Concil.Sexr. 

day, which is nothing but che Sabbath, tranſlated. _ In a ® Trull, c-24. . 

word, the-manifold and almoſt entire Corre ence of 

the Church 'in her publick Aſſemblies, and Worſhip with 

the Synagogue, as it is ſet forth by Mr. Thorndike, in his Book 

of Religi Aſſemblies, even. to the. formal uſe of the He- a ; cor.; 16 

rew-WOTQ, 4 Amen. | Rom. = 

Phil. 4- 20+ 2 Tim 1+ 19+. Heb. 23. 27. 1 Pet. 4+ 11. Rev. Is 16. Rev. 1+ AR mn . 

Ap. 2. P+ 97+ Iren | 24 C. 10» Achan. Apol. ad conſt. Imper, p683- 


-Hitherto T have made a ſhort Previous Diſcourſe: con- 
eerning many uſeful Particulars. As 
; ny Le Ye the beginning, or Original of the 
| urch. 

Indy, Concerning the Nature of it. 

Thirdly, Concerning the initiatory Sacrament into it, 
and the Perſons that were capable of Initiation. 


-And Laftly, Concerning the alteration of it from the - 
Legal into the Evangelical Diſpenſation ; wherein I have 
briefly ſhewed the true grounds of that  bleffed Reformati- 
on, and how tender nag Eng his Apoſtles. were of :Al- 
tering or rejecting, more than was .neceſſary, or of. rece- - 
ding more than was needful from the Fewifh Church. 


All 
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- » All theſe things I thought neceſſary to be diſconrſed [ as 
Precognita | to fit and prepare the Reader's mind to under- 
ſtand the State of the Controyerſie about Infant-Baptiſm, 

. as it is propoſRd in theſe five” Comprehenſive Queſtions. 
1. Whetber-Ifants are uncapable of Baptiſm © 2. Whether they 
are excluded from Bey by Ob ? 3. Wherher it « lawful 
to ſeparate from a Church whith appoiuterh Infants to be Bapti- 

Zed ?' 4.. Whether it be the duty Boring Parents to bring 

their Clatdres wot Baptiſts ? * f ether it. x lawful to, Com- 

'. muwicate:/ with believers, Tho Wert Baptized hn their Infanc : 

The whole merit of the Controverte: about Infant-] 
 tiſia, lies ia theſ& five ' Comprehenfive Queſtions, anc 
ſhall preſently proceed to the fRtaring of thenr after I haye 
" ſhew'd, that Circumciſion was a Sacrament F equal Signi: 
. flcauey, Force, and Perfection with Bapritm, and*thatBaptiſh 
' kagctededl m'the room of it,” trop as the Anttrype ſucceeds 
in the 'place of the Type, but'a$'one;/poſitive Tnffigition ſuc- 
ceeds inithe place of- another, and this alfo is neceſſary to 
be foreknown by the Reader, becauſe the Anabaprifts en: 
deavour to ſhift off the force of -many* good Atgrimines 
which otherwiſe are not to be evaded, by ſaying that GG 
cumciſion undex the Old;Teltament, was a Type of Bap: 


. 
- - 


7 * . 


| tiſtrunderthe' New. . 1... ut! oe i 

Now to ſhew that Circumciſion was not a Type but on- 

ly the Fore-runner of Baptiſm, we muſt note, that ftrj- 

ly and property ſpeaking, there was the lame difference 

betwixt the Type and, the- Aatitype, as berwixt the Sha- 

dow: and the Fancs. or betwixt a Man and his, Picture 

* Deinde in a Glaſs; * infoqmuch,. that what was really, literally, 

(quod maxi- and properly in the Antitype, and of perſe& Etheacy and 

me advertet- Power, was generally, bur Symbolically and repreſents; 

_ _ tively in the Type, and figurative of Jomething, which 

T T inter- did in a mare noble, Per £t, eminent, and 1 CACiOuS 
ef; quod quz MANnner belong to. the Aatitype, than it did to It. 

revera in An- ett ita 

tirypo vis in eft; ea *tory-nifh 'ſpecie /remus, aut gradu longs exiliori in Typo exticerit- 

Enimvero quamyis Fypus nonnanquam rem Ali cum- Antitypo ſuo communem ha- 

buerit, ea tamen res mulc> minds in Typas in Antitypo ſemper valer. 

Jra ur vis ret adumbrantis virtutis in adumbrati repertz nil nifi Symbolica quzdam Spe- 

_ aut rem exihs gradus fuerir, ut pro umbri quadam haberi poſlit. Outrams de fo 

$. C16 us 
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-Thus the: blood of the Legal Sacrifices were but Sha- 
dows, and Repreſentations of the Blood of Chriſt, and 


the ptirging and cleanſing Virtue in; clicir'Blbod; fervitng to 


the purifying of. the Flefh,; was alſo biit a faint and umbra- 
Kod refimblanes of the move: noble and efficacions clean- 
ſing Virtue 'of his Blood which purges the: Canſcience 


from dead works. So the Brazen Serpent was-but.a Sha- . 
dow or oo. of Chriſt upon the Crofts, and: the-healing . 

ich, belonged to it, was but a figure, or hadbwot--"/i 
that more eminent, and powerfully healing Virtue, which- 
was #Y Jefus Chriſt, Bur the caſe is not ſh betwixe Circtiric-" 


Virtue w 


ſion, and Baptiſm, becauſe Circumciſion hath no Symboli- 
cat ikentls with Baptiſm, nor any thing belonging to it 
eoitumon with Baptiſm,whichdoth not'as h 
filly; and eminently belong unto it, asunts 
For Firft; IE Baptiſm a Sacrament of initiation into/the 


Covenant of Grace under the Goſpel ? S& was Circumei- ' 


F. 
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fion before, and under the Law. Is Baptiſm now a Seal of 


the Righteouſneſs of Faith ?. So was Circumcifion then. 


Doth it properly, and effetually confirm and eftablifh*the -/tiys! 
Covenant herwixt God and us now ? So fd Gireumei on”. 
. © 4 


: Fle i of wt © 


then, as it is written, "ſhalt" Cireu | 
our Fore-skin, and it ſhall be a Token of the Covenant 
ixt me and you. Baptiſm doth nothing- undex; the 
Goſpel, which Circumciſion did not as properly, and-ef 


| Y,, and-et- 
&aually under the Law... was then-as abſolute and 
real a crane, as that 4 i This bd then ax ally 
initiate true Believers, as that now doth, It never was an 
Umbratical.Sacrainent, or ſhadow of andther Sacrament, 
it never did Umbratically initiate Believers, or Umbrati- 
cally, and in ſhew and Similitude only confirm the Cove- 
nant betwixt God, arid the Seed of Abraham ; and there- 
fore could nor be a Type, of. Baptiſm, no more than the 

'Broad'Seal of England 300 Years agg was a-Type of this. 

'* Accordingly it is never mentioned in the New Teſta- 
ment as a fg 4 of Baptiſm, nor Baptiſm, as. the An- 

t 


titype' of it; on. the - contrary ,, the only Typical 
"Adambrations which ars. nd of be 11 Dre I, 
cal Tikenefs. 


-are” Tuch things, which" have ſonie "Symbolict 


with 


F 


on. wb 
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with it, and were fitted upon that account to be Types 
thereof. -- 

-#* Mare antem } The Firſt, Is the Baptizing of the 1/raelites in the * Red- 
Mud Sacra- Sea, 1 Cor. 10. 2. Where the Red:Sea is a 'Type of the 
mencum Bap- Water 'of Baptiſm, their - paſſing —_ it, when they 
_—_ de- were delivered from Pharaoh and his Hoſt, a Type of our 
Apetichs, my. paſling through that, and of our deliverance thereby from 
cens, nolo e- the Devil, and his Angels; and their Captain and Delive- 
_ ves igno- rerAMaſes, a Type of our Saviour -Chriſe. | 3. 


4 Ee Sonnet / 


Er addidic, dicens. hacamenc omnia figucz noſtrzx ſunt. Cyprian. Ep. 69+ Ed; Ox. 


- The Second, Is the faving of Noah and his Family in 

the Ark, the like figure whereunto, faith the Apoltle, even 
+ Item Petrus Baptiſm 'doth alfo fave us, f 1 Pet, 3. 21. Here it is plain, 
.ipſe quoque -that.the- Waters bf the Flood were a ſhadow of the Wa- 
 demonſtrans, ters of Baptiſm, the Ark'a Type of the Ciurch, and that 
_ oY the paſling of; the Ark through the W ATers did prefigure 
Mn our pafling through the Waters of Baptilu in the Ark of 
contra Epiſt. the Church |_- ; 
Stepham, & in _ | | | 
Firmilian. Ep» eons, candem Epiſt. ad Cyprian. & in Ep. 59. Quod & Perris oftendens 
-unam. Ecclefiam effe,' G'c. on bp | | 


But as for Circumciſion it hath nothing in it Symbolical 
of Baptiſm, -nor was it an Umbratical, but a teal Conſig- 
"nation of the Covenant of Grace, every way as real, and 
ſubſtantial an Ordinance; as Baptiſm now is, and therefore 
ſacceeded in the room of it; not 'as the Antitype did in 
'the place of the Type, but as one abſolute Ordinance or 
poſitive Inſticution doth in the place of another, accor- 
ding to the Apoſtle, who ſaith unto the Coloſſians. ——— 
In whom alfo ye are Circumciſed, with the Circumciſion made 
' without hands, in putting off the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh 
by the Circumciſion of chit, having been buried with him in 
Ws ue Col. 2. 11, 12. 
ut in the ſecond place, if we conſider the Original of 
Baptifm, as a Fewiſh Inſtitution, we ſhall find it very im- 
probable, that Circtimciſion ſhould be a Type of it, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe a Type properly ſpeaking is a * Symbol of ſome- bak 
thing future, or an Exemplar appointed ander the Old ,QqQr 7 
Teftzment to prefigure ſomething under th2 New. ſenſim haber 

i Tkeologicum, 
ira definiri poſſe videtur, ut fit futuri alicujus Symbolum quoddatn, aur cncaptng be 2 
Deo compararum, ut ipſius plane inſtiruro futurum illud pratigurer. Quod autem ira pra- 
figurarur illud Antztypus dici foket. Outramusde Saccificits, 1. 1, caps 18. 


But, Baptiſm was it ſelf of Fewiſh Inſtitution under the 
Ola 'Teltament ; and by confequence could not be Typiti- 
ed, and prefigured by Circumcifion, with which it was 
coexiſtent, and uſcd with it for many years together in the 
Fewſſh Church. 

The Jewiſh Church made it a Ceremony of initiating 
'Profelytes unto the Law, and our Saviour liking the Infſti- 
tutfof1, continued the aſe of it, and made it the only Cere- 
mony of Initiating —_—_— unto the Goſpel, ſuperad- 
ding unto it che compleat Nature of an Initiatory Sacra- 
menr, or the full force of Circumciſion asit was a Sign of 
the Covenant, and a Seal of the Righteoufnefs of Faith. 

Theſe rhings being premiſed, let us proceed to the ſta- 
ting of che former Queſtions. And firft of all, 

_ I. Fhether Infants are —_— of Baptiſm ? 

ich, conſidering what hath already been ſaid con- 
cerning the Spiritual and Evangelical Nature of the Cove- 
nant, which God made with 4braham, and the initiation 
of young Children into it by God's eſpecial appointment, 
cannot without raſhnefs be affirmed. Nothing can refle& 
more diſhononr upon the Wiſdom of God,and the practice 
of the Fewiſh Church than to aſſert Infants to be uncapa- 
ble of the fame. privilege, which God, and the Fewiſh 
Charch granted unto them. For God commanded them 
to be Circamcifed, and the Fewiſh Church commanded 
them to be Baptized, as well adult Profſelytes, and if they 
were then capable both of Circumciſion, and Bapciſin, 
ſurely they are capable of Baptifm now. 

It they be not, from whence comes the difference ? 
Not from the Nature of the Covenants, for the Covenant, 
which God made with Abraharr, and his Szed, was, as I 
have ſhew'd, the ſame Covenanr L_ ſubſtance, _ = 

it 
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kath ſince renew'd with us in Chriſt : Nor from the Sj 
and Seals of the Covenant ; for Circumciſion was a Sign 
and Seal of the ſame Grace, or of the ſame Righteouſne 
of Faith under the Old Teſtament, that Baptiſm is now 
under the New. 

Wherefore, ſince the Covenants were for ſubſtance the 
ſame, both Spiritual and Evangelical Covenants, and the 
Grace of thoſe Covenants the very ſame, and only the, 
Rites and Ceremonies which were Signs of thoſe Coye- 
nants, and Seals of that Grace being different; what hin- 
ders in the nature of the thing, but that Infants who were 
capable of the one, ſhould not alſo be capable of the 
acher? Is Baptiſm a more Spiritual Ordinance than Cir- 
cumciſion ? That cannot be, becauſe - Circumciſion is 2 
Goſpel-Ordinance ; I mean, an Ordinance of the Goſ 
which God preached before unro Abraham, and, if the Spiri 
tuality of outward Ordinances are to. be meaſured from 
the ends of their inſtitution, then Circumciſion was ey 
way as Spiritual as Bagetin, becauſe. it really ſigned the 
ſame Covenant, and faled the ſame Grace, and was a 
Ceremony of Initiation to the. fame Spiritual. Seed of 
Abraham, that Baptiſm now is. 

Wherefore, if the relative nature of Circumciſion, cor 
ſidered as a Sacrament, was the ſame under the Law, that 
Baptiſm is under the Goſpel, it muſt needs follow, that 
Children under. the Goſpel, are as capable of this ( ſuppo- 
fing no new Command to- exclude. them ), as under the 
Law, they were of that ; if Infant Church-Memberſhip, 
or the- Initiation of Infants was then no abſurdity, fi 
it can be none. now : If God under the Old Teſtament 
vouchſafed it as a gracious Priviledge- unto Children to be 
incorporated with actual Believers, and with them to be 
made members of his Church ; without a Prohibition to 
the contrary, they. muſt needs be capable of the ſame Pri 
viledge: ſill Nay, if Iniants. were admitted into the 
Church,. when tlie entrance into it was more grievous, and 
not without blood, how unreaſonable is ir to aſſert, that 
they are now uncapable of admiffion into it, when the 
Entrance into it is. made more eaſie, and more agreeable 

FW: _— - 
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to the natural weakneſs of a young and tender Child? 
Certainly if the Fewiſh Infants were Circumciſed with the 
moſt painful and bloody Circumcifion made with hands, 
Chriſtian Infants, without a Special Countermand from 
God, muſt be deemed capable of the Circumciſion made 
without hands, I mean of Baptiſm, which is the Circum- 
ciſion of Chriſt. What God hath SanRified, and Adopt- 
ed, and made a Member of his Church, let n» Man pre- 
ſume to think it uncapable of Sanctification, Adoption, 
and Church-Memberſhip, but yet fo raſh and extravagant 
have the profels'd Adverfaries of Infant-Baptiſm been, as 
to pronounce little Infants as uncapable of Bapeiſin, as the 
young ones of unreaſonable Creatures, and that it is as 
vain to call upon God to ſend his Holy Spirit upon them, 
as to pray him to illuminate a Stone or a Tree. 

Nay, upon this very Preſumption, that Infants are un- 

pable ot Baptiſm, they aſlere Infant-Baptiſm to be a 
Scandalous abuſe of the Ordinance of Baptiſm, a meer 
Nullity and inſignificant performance, and ſcornfully call 
it Baby-Bapti/m, torgetting all this while that Circumcition 
& Infants was no ſcandalous abuſe of the Ordinance of 
Circumciſion, but a valid and ſignificant Performance, and 
that in their Phraſe there was BabyCircumcifion, and Baby- 
Bop in the Fewiſh Church. 

e reaſon why they conclude Infants uncapable of 
Baptiſm, is taken from the conſideration of their incapaci- 
ty, as to ſome ends and uſes of Baptiſm, which cannot be 
anſwered ( ſay they ) but by the _ of grown Per- 
ſons, who are capable of underſtanding the Goſpel, and 
of profeſling their Faith, and Repentance, and of ſubmit- 
ting unto Baptiſm, and of having their Faith and Hope 
further ſtrengthned in the uſe of it; but Infants being ut- 
terly incapable of underſtanding the Goſpel, or of profeſ 
ſing their Faith, and Repentance, and of ſubmitting unto 
Baptiſm in which they are meerly paſlive, or of having 
their Faich ſtrengthned in the uſe of it, they ought to be 
deemed uncapable of Baptiſm, whoſe ends are ſo much 
fruſtrated, when it is applied unto them. 
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But this way of arguing, how plauſible ſoever it ma 


ſeem at firſt hearing, is weak and fallacious, and highly 


reflefing upon the Council, and Wiſdom of God. 
Firſt, It 15 weak and fallacious, becaule it makes no i- 


Ftin&tion betwixe a,//rift inſtitution, which is inſtituted b 


God for one, or a few ends, and precitely for Perſons of 
one fort, and an Inſtitution of Latitude, which 15 inſtituted 
by him for ſeveral ends, and for ditterent forts of Perſons 
differently qualified for thoſe ſeveral ends. Of the firſt 
fort, was the Ordinance. of Fringes above-mentioned, which 
could only concern grown Perſons, becauſe they only 
were capable of an{wering the end, tor which it was inſti- 
tuted, viz. To lock upin them and remember the Command- 
ments of the Lord, and of the latter fort is the Holy Ordi- 
nance of Marriage, which was appointed by God for fe 
veral ends, and tor. Perſons differcntly quabfied, and ca- 
pacitated for thaſe 1everal eads, in ſo-much, that Perſons, 
who are incapacxated as to forme encs of Marriage, ma 
yet honeſtly Marry, becauſe they are capable of the ref 
All the ends and uſes, for which, it was appointed can 

be anſwered by the Marrying of Perſons who are capace 
tated for procreation- of Ghi/dren, notwithſtanding ſuper- 
annuated Perſons, who are paſt that capacity, are not in- 
capable Subjects of Marriage, nor is the Marriage of fuch 
invalid, or an abuſe of the Holy Ordinance of 7 
becauſe they are capable of anſwering one end, for which 
Marriage was ordained. 

This ſhewshow fallaciouſly the Anabaptiſts argue againſt 
Baptizing of. Infagts,- becauie.: of their incapacity as to 
ſome and uſes. for which Baptiſm was ordained ; th 
ought firſt to have proved, what they take for ——__ 
that it was a Divine Inftitutien of the firſt ſort, which 1 
call a fri Þtitwion, and then their Argument had been 

ood, but this they, will never. be. able to prove, becauſe 
Baptiſm ſucceeded in the room. of Circumciſion, which 
was a Divine Inſtitution of the latter ſort, and becauſe 
our Saviour was Baptiſed, in whom there was a greater in 
Capacity, as to the.ends of: Baptiſm, than poflibly can be 
in Ifants, even as he was in a greater incapacity k to 
an{wer- 
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anſwering the ends of Circumcifion, than ordinary Few- 
ifþ Infants were. TFohn verily did Baptize with the Baptiſm 
of Repentance, and thereby ſcaled unto the People the 
Remiſtion of their Sins, and therefore underftanding ver 
well that our Lord was not capable of this, and other ends 
of his Baptiſm, he forbad him, telling him, that he was 
fitter to be the Baptiſt, than to be Baptized of him ; but 
yet as ſoon as our Lord gave him one general reaſon why 
e ought to be Baptized, wiz. Becauſe it became him to fulfil 
all Righteouſn:fs, he fuffered him, which ſh2ws that Baptiſm 
- bs a Divine Inftitution of Latitud:, and that in fuch an In{t+- 
tution the incapacity of a Perſon, as to fome ends, doth 
not incapacitate him for it, when he is capable of the 


But Secondly, This way of arguing from the incapaci- 
ty of Þfants, as to ſome endsof Baptiſm is highly refle&- 
ing upon the Wiſdom of God ; who commanded young 
Babes ro be Circumcifed, although all the ends of Cir- 
cumcifion could not be anfwered, but by the Circumciſion 
of adult Perſons, who only were capable of underftand- 
ing the nature of the I»f:tution, and the natare of the Co 
wenant, into which they were to enter, of profefling their 
Faith and Repenrance, and of ſubmitting unto the bloody 
A _ —— _ Ang —_— and 
of havi eir Faith an rt U 
ning ano them the Remiſfion of their Sins. my 
- Wherefore, the full force of this Obje&tion riſes u 
againſt Infant-Circumciſion, as well as Infant-Baptiſm, becau 
Circumciſion was inſtituted for the ſame ends, that Baptiſm 
now is, and accordingly when Men were initiated by Cit-. 
cumcifion they were to profeſs their Faith, and Repen- 
tance, and ſhortly after at their Baptiſm ſolemnly to re- 
nounce Idolatry, and all idolatrous Manners and Worſhip, 
and their-idolatrous Kindred and Relations ; and yet up- 
#n the defire of ſuch Proſelytes, their Children were initi- 
ated both by Circumciſion, and Baptiſm , though they 
were altogether uncapable of und ding, or doing 
thoſe things which their Fathers did. 


Where- 
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Wherefore, thoſe Men who argue againſt Ifant-Baptiſm, 
| becauſe it doth not anſwer all the ends of Bapri/m, re- 
proach the Divine Wiſdom, and the Wiſdom of the Fewiſh 
Church, not confidering, that Circumciſion was, and Bap- 
tiſm is an Inſtitution of great Latitude and compaſs, deſigned 
-* Rem Praci- 22 Purpoſe by God for Children,in whom there is a Capaci- 
in Bap- © for lome, nay, for the * chief ends of Baptiſm,as well as 


tiſmo non ar- for Mcn and Women, in whom there is a capacity for all, 
- rendunt , hoc SLE 

eſt reſtificationem divinz benevolentiz in faxdus & rurelam ſuam ſuſcipientis & gratiam 
conferentis, Cc. nam in Baptiſmo przcipua res eſt divina gratia, quz confiſtir in remiſ- 
. ione peccatorum, regeneratione, adoptione, hzreditare Vitz #ternz, cujus ſane gratiz 
; Infantes & indigentes & capaces ſunt. Caſſand, de Bapt. Infant. 


They are capable of all the ends of it, as it is inftitu- 
ted for a Sign from God towards us, to aflure us of his 
Gracious favour, and to conſign unto us the benefits of the 
Covenane of Grace. For their Child-hood doth not hin- 
der, but that they may be made Members of the Church, 
as of a Family, Tribe, Colledge, or any other Society, 
nor doth it incapacitare them any more trom being adopt- 
ed the Children of God, than the Children of any other 
Perſon, nor of becoming Heirs of Eternal Life by vir- 
tue of that Adoption, than by vertue of any other civil 
Adoption , the Heirs to ſuch a Temporal Eſtate. For 
Children are capable of all a&s of Favour and Honour 
from God and Men, and of being inſtated in all the Pri- 
viledges of any Society, though they cannot as yet per- 
form the Duties of it, nor underſtand any thing thereof. 
vince therefore, Children are as capable, and ſtand as 
much in nced of almoſt all the Benefits of the Covenant 
of Grace, and the Priviledges of Church Memberſhip as 
Men, is it not as fit that the Confirmatory Sign of thoſe 
Benefits. and Priviledges ſhould be applied unto them as well 
as unto theſe ? Should a Prince Adopt a Beggar's Child, and 
incorporate him into the Royal Family, and ſettle a part 
of his Dominions upon him, and to folemnize and con- 
firm all this, ſhould cur off a bit of his Fleſh, er command 
Him to be waſhed with Water, who would count this an 

inſignificant Sglemnity, or fay, that the Child was not a 
pable 
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of the Sign, when he was capable of the chief 
ings ”=_ thereby? Or to make a Compariſon, . 
which hath a nearer ſemblance with the Caſe of Infant-Ba- 
priſm. Suppoſe a Prince ſhould ſend for an attainted Tray- 
tor's Child, and in the Preſence of ſeveral Perſons afſem- 
bled for that purpoſe, ſhould ſay : Tow know the Blood of 
this Child #s attainted by his Fathers Treaſon, by Law he bath 
forfeited all Right to bus Anceſtors Eſtate, Titles, and s 
quite undone, though he be not ſenſible of bus wretched Condition. 
My Bowels 0 —_—_ gern upon him, and here I reftore bim 
zo bis Blood and itance, to which henceforward he ſhall 
have as much right, as if the Family had never been attainted. 
I juftifie him freely, and declare my ſelf reconciled unto him, and 
that no ſpot or imputation may hereafter lay upon him, I here be- 
fore you all waſh him with pure water, to ſignifie that be s clean- 
ſed from hs. Original Attaindure and Corruption of Blood, and 
that he as as fully reſtored to bis Birth-right, as if he had never- 
been Attaint. | 
Now ſuppoſe this were done for a poor attainted Infant, . 
could any Man fay that the ation was. inſignificant, and 
invalid, uſe the Child knew nothing; of it, or that he. 
was incapable of the Sign, when he was capable of being 
waſhed from the Attaindure, and of being thereby reſto-: 
red to. his blood, and Birth-right, which. was the chief. 


ung ſignified _ 2? 
T i things ſhould be well conſidered by the Deſpiſers 
of Infant-Baptiſm, againſt whom I may urge for Precedenes «. 
the Circumciſion, . and Baptiſm of the Fewiſh Church, both 
theſe, as I muſt often obſerve, were applied unto Infans. . 
as well as adult, and actual Believers under the Old Teſta- 
ment, and accordingly , tho' Abraham believed, and fo-, 
lemnly profeſſed his Faith before he was Circumciſed, yet. 
I hope. they will not ſay that God acted fooliſhly, in com; 
manding Iſaac, &c. to be Circumcifed before he under--. 
ſtood the ends of Circumciſion, or could believe, much - 
lefs make profeflion of his Belief.. He was entered Sacra-- 
mentally into Covenant with God before he was able to, 
recontrac, or underſtand what the condition of the Cove- 
nant was, but yet I prefiume they will not fay he was Cir- . 
ND” - * _cumciſg.. 
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/ cumciſed in vain, although he was under the very famein- 
capacity as to the ends of Circumcifion, that Infants are 
. of Baptiſm now. 

The beſt way, that I know, they have of evading the 
force of this Argument, is by faying, that Circutncifion 
was more proper for Infants than Bapeilin, becauſe it left 
a fignificant Mark, and Character in their Fteſh, whereas 
Baprifn is a tranſient Sign, and leaves no fignificant 
Impreffion behind it, whereby to inſtruct Men and Wo- 
men what was done unto them in their Infancy. But thisis 
a mecr ſhift: 

Firſt, Becauſe the Mark, and Character, which Circum- 
cifion kefrin the Fleſh of the Child, was as infignificant to 
him during the time of his Not-age, as Baptiſm is to Chrj- 
ſtran Infants, neither afterwards could he tell, but by the 
1 ion of others, what the meaning of that Character 
was, and for what ends it ws imprinted in his Flefh. And 
therefore, according to their way of reaſoning againſt Ir 
fant-Baptiſm, it ought to have been deferred till the full 

ears. of diſcretion, when the Circumcifed Perſon might 

ve underſtood the Spiricual Signification thereof. - . 

Furthermore, in anſwer to this Objection, I muſt re- 
mind them, that the Mark and Character which Circuty 
ciſion left behind it, was'of no force, or fignification, un 


'*:Fxrah 2.62, leſs it did appear from the * Regiſters of the Tribes, that 
'Nehem.7-5-64- the Perfon circumciſed was a Few. 


I ſay, the Charater which Circumciſion left behind'it, was 
merely of it-lf of no force nor ſignification without the 
Regiſters, or writterr Genealogies, becauſe withont them 
neither the circumciſed Perton himſelf, nor the Church 
could know in many Circwmſtances whether he were a true 
Son of Abraham, or an Egyptian, Iſmaelite, or Samaritan, 
who were: all Circumcifed as well as the Fexws. It Baptiſm 
then be-a Tran/tent, Circumciſion was an Eqnivecal Sign, and 
therefore theſe pretended circumſtantial Differences fignis 
fie nothing, nor make any ſabftantial difference betwixt 
Circamecifion and Baptiſm, as to the capacity of Þfants unto 
berth. They are capable of contracting a Spiritual Relatr 
an unto God by this, as formerly they wers by that; they 

are 
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are capable of having their Spiritual attaindure removed ; 
they are capable of receiving the Bleflings of the Covenanr, 
tho" they cannot perform the duties of it, and God may 
ſpkmaly bind himſelf unto them, tho? they cannot as yet 
onally bind themſelves unto him. | 1 
- -But Secondly, Allowing that- Circutncifion was more 
for Infants, chan, Baptiſm, yet . this difference is 
wholly avoided by referring the Practice of InfantBaptiſm - 
not.only unto Infant.Circumciſion, 'but unto the Qriginal \,,, 
Practice of Infant-Baptiſm in 'the' Few Chureb 3. which 
underſtood yery well, rhat it was but a tranſient rice,” and 
left, no Character upon' the; perfort, who was initiated 
thereby. Thoſe therefore who take upon them. th'argue 
apinkt Infant-Baptiſm from this or any other pretended 
reaſon , take: upon; them: to cenſure, ;and condemn; the 
Joviſh Ghurch,: which tor. mariy: Ages. Baptifed [Þntants, 
and\Miror Profelytes unto! the Goyenant, azwell as a&tual 
Believers, and yer were never cenſured, or reproyed: forvic 
.by any Prophet, which-we may preſume they wonld/have 
been. kad Baptiſmal, Jnitiation of Infants into/ the- Qoye 
-nant been {o- abſurd, lnſignificant,” ahd ablire a praftige, 
#.the ;Proteſlors agai Iafant-Baptiſn  Yainly::-pretehd 
RI $5! tcl] te gfe ett 4:[3 Leer 03 vIIWSAL 201 
Having now, I hope, ſufficiently proved; that 'Enfants 
are not uncapable Subjets of Baptiſm, Let;us proceed to 
Tate the next. Queſtion, which is this. 7 | 
Vo —_— ber infants are excluded froni Baptiſm by 
1: SCOrIf f, ci, | rene? LI vii) 20 « 


11 of; Leth QUSINNLS rt" 
;Where,;4n the firſt place, T muſt obſerve;: that, the 

ſton ought to be propoſed in theſe Terins, and: not. 

ther Chriſt hath commanded Infants to be Baptized? For' as a 
ga0d * Author obſerves of the River Nb, 'that-we ought * Herodor, 
(Met to ask; the reafon; : #Þy Nile overflows! a many days ethadit 1:5. 2+ 

we Summer-ſolfice 7. But: rather Why it: d01b mot” overfloun all 

the 1ear long ? SdAn'the Controventic about InfamtBaprin, 

the: enquiry ought hot to be, whether Chriſt hacth\com- 

manded Infants to berBaptized ? But wherher he hath . ex- 

dudad. them from 'Bapeifm ?;; Becauſe , conſidering che 
practice of 'the: Few ih! Clutch as 2 En” 

an 


Dr. Stilling- 
—_— ples, Circumciſing them in the Name of the Father, and if 


C.'p. 100, 
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and Infant-Baptiſm too, it muſt needs be granted, that x 
Command trom Chriſt, to initiate Proſelytes out of. all 
Nations into the Chriſtian Religion, muft without an ex- 
ception to the contrary, be underſtood to comprehend In. 
fants, as well as Men. | 

As for Example, ſuppoſe our Saviour had not changed 
the Seal of the Covenant, but inſtead of Baprizing, had 
ſaid unto the Apoſtles, Go, and make all Nations my Diſc; 


the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. ' T appeal to any Im 
Man's judgment, es te Apelſtles receiving fc 
Commiſſion to  Circumciſe Profelytes of all Nations, 
would not have preſumed without direRions to the con- 
trary; that it was Chriſt's Intention that- the Infants..of 
adult Profetytes ſhould: be Circumciſed. as well as Profe- 
lytes themſelves, according to the Commandment of God 
under the Old Teflament, and the Practice 'of the Fewiſh 
Church. is 

And if a command to Proſelyte and Circumcile all Nx 
tions would, without an exception, have comprehended 
Infarits, 'as well as Men, 'why'/ ſhould it be imagined that 
the: command to Proſelyte and Baptize all Nations ſlioukd 
not likewiſe comprehend them, ſeeing that Infant-Baptiſm, 
as wall as Infant-Circumcifion had been the immemorial 
PraRice of- the Jewiſh Church. 

This is fo true, that ſuppoſing our Saviour had intended 
the gathering of Churches among the Gentiles accarding 
eo the Old Teſtament, and the Cuſtom of the Few 
Chirch, he need not have expreſſed this meaning in any 
other manner, than by ſaying unto the Apoſtles; Go Pro 
ſelyre all Nations, Circumciſing and Baptiſing of them, &c. 

y he could ſcarce have expreſſed his Intentions in a 


rtial 
a 


Mnore emphatical or incelligible manner unto them, who 


ews muſt needs have the ſame Apprehenſions as to 
the Subjedts of Initiation, and Church-Memberſhi p under 
the Goſpel, that they had under the Law. They had lived 
under a Diſpenſation, where Infants were initiated both 
by Circumciſion and Baptiſm into the Church, and with- 
out they had. been inſtructed to the contrary, they muſt 


naturally 
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turally have underſtood their Commiſfion of Baptizing 
ro haF extended unto Infants, as well as actual Believers ; 
as if, for inſtance, God ſhould now extraordinarily call 
twelve Men of any Chriſtian Nation, where Infant-Ba 
tifm had been a conſtant and univerſal Practice, and bid 
them go, and Proſelyte the Indians, baptizing them, &c. 
None of theſe Men could poflibly imagine, that Infants 
were excepted out of their Commiſſion ; but common 
n .c,on the contrary, would oblige them to underſtan 
it according to the uſage of their own Church. ' .. -1;- 
Beſides, abſtrafting at pages from the Controverſie, 
Whether Chriſt did, or did not exclude Infants from Bap- 
tim? What reaſon. can any Man give, why: he: who 
fetched ſo many of his Inſtitutions trona Fewiſh uſages, 
ſhould exclude them from it, and recede in this Point from 
+ They are every way as apobye of the: viſible Signs 0 1 
Gods inviſible favour, and of the Benefits of the Abrabam:- 
el Covenant under the New Teſtament, as they were un- 
der the Old, they are as fir Subjedts of Baptiſm-now,. as 
they were of Circumciſion and Baptiſm then, their initia- 
tion-into both Churches ſeems to be 'equally rational, be- 
cauſe, though the ſign of the Covenant be altered, yet the 
Covenant ſtill remains the ſame. In a word, there lay no 
Obligation upon our Bleſſed Lord, to lay aſide the practice 
of Infant-Baptiſm , as being incogſiſtent either with the 
the, of the Manly, or Univerſal nature; of the Chriſtian 
C [- \ #- . " $3 
Thus mich I have ſaid to ſhew, why the Queſtion be- 
twixt us and the Diſſenters upon the account of Infant- 
Baptiſm ſhould be, Whether Chriſt hath excluded Infants from 
Baptiſm ? And not Whether he bath commanded Infants to be 
Baptized ? And certainly, the Premiſes being conſulered, 
there is far more reaſon to conclude, that Chriſt ſhould 
have prohibited Infants from Baptiſm, if ic had been his 
intention not to have them Baptized, than that he ſhould 
have commanded them to be Baptized, if it had been his 
Intention to continue the-praftice of Infaat-Baptiſm. For 
he need. not have commanded his Apoſtles to do that, 
| E 2 which 
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which they-would- netaralty have dotie of themſelves 
without 'a- Prohibition ,' atid ' har e did not prohibic 
them to Baptize Inka % ith " the* thing. to, be pro- 
wd, i” ſewing; the He did not exclude Infants (from 
ada. oro 1452 3119 2D% TATINDY 6 APATAR 

or if he excluded them from Baptiſm, he cither exclu- 
ded them from _—_ by a et ur rig: «i Np 
Baptiſe them, or conſeqztentially by 10 limiting, an 
cormalnling-the Sthject of Bapeiſty asto.make it unapplicz 
ble uno maſt tO eiig lid 
- That he nbver exthided'then. by any: expreſs Prokibise 
on, tHe Anabaptiſfs themſelves do grant, -becaule there is no 
fach = art od in the New Teſtament ; but 
then they: pretetrd, that? was Quilt intention that grown 
Perſons thould Bee th "Stibji NR he” lara 
the Goſpel requires,..tha , Perſons to . be 'Baptized ſhquld 
itipſt-lipanghe," Belfeve, 420 Repent, 1 

Firſt, 'The/Gofpet requires, that they ſhould be Taught, 
as 'in MHatth. '28, 29. 'Go, and teach all Nations; Baptizing 
then, Veci: 55g 424d it « —— & > þ % £ 


Secondly, y/tould Velieve, .as in Mark 16. 1 
j! ye info all the Wortd,- and rn the : Goſpel: to every Ons 
rae; frying, BE rhar Bilicucth, and x Baptized ſoall be ſaved. 
Thirdly, Repentance, as in Ats 2. 38. Kepent, .antl be 
wed every one of you in the Name of Jelus, 
» Bae Yiow, Jay” hey, theſe "three Cualilicarions hehe 
js. 3p can belong 6 — gro to 
and Women, at years of dilcretzan, .and; thereforg none 
but fiekonght 6 Be Pape &d. And cog "99 find 
that — ona ye Lg ed upon -theſe terms. throughout 
the Hiftory of the 4s, and in Heb. 6. 1, 2. Repentance 
and Faith are mentioned. as prerequiſite. quahficarions' to 
Baprifhy in theſe Words; Not laying again the Foundation of 
Reperrance fo ' deadly "witks," and of Feith towards God, of 
the Dedtrine of Baprtifms.” X | 
' Theſe are the Arguments, "by which the Adverſaries of 
Infaht-Bapriſm endeavour to. prove,. that-Chritt. ſo limired 
tho ſubject of 'Bapylm, as to exclude Infants from je, - But 
its 8s ttiey-are grievouſly miſtaken, becaule theſe, oo 
6/4. y tac 
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che like Texts dooof themſelves no more prove, that grown 

erfans are the only Subjects, of Baptiſm, than -the words 
-of th&'Apoſtle;' 2 The/: Fa 16.' prove that grown Perſons 
only ate to cat. © The Apoſtles words are theſe : bn 2e 


were with et; this' 246 commanded you, that if any would not 
work, oekeber ſhould he eat. From whence in their Sophiſti- 


cal it may be argued thus. 

Tebolongs Gly to grown Perſons to eat, becauſe the 
Apoſtle rEquires, that Perſons who eat; ſhould firſt Work; 
[brow this Apoſtolical-qualification of working can be- 
Jong t0*non8 But grown: Perfons, and therafore none but 
.'-T have ——_ of this TORN ——_ how m- 
concluſive the former way of-arguing agai Mant-Ba 
fn is foi RK, and how impoſiible it's to proveffom = 
Texts above-mentioned;-or any'other like them, that Bap- 
*fni'iy reftyaihed to-gro becauſe none bur grown 
"Perſons can be Taught Believe,an Repent. And I will far- 
ther-diſcover the weakneſs and: fallacy of this Argument 
Torn OO INT any common Capacity 


woe: then+there were a great Plague in any-Country, 
ant'God ſhot rrfiraculoufly call eleven, or-twelve Men, 
and:Communicate-unto them a certain Medicine againſt 
this Mague, and fay unto then : Go into ſuch a Country, ant! 
hl the People of it” together, -and teach them the Virtues of tha 
Medieifne, and ffure them, 'thet be that believeth, andl taketh- i 
$i you; ſl Lyoe, but be that bilicveth not PEO. 161 

--Upori this Suppoſition I demiand of whoſe ters, 
the words of ſich a Commiſion would - be ſufficient for 
the Miflioners that received it, or any others to conclude, 
that-it-was|God's interition, that they ſhould adminiſter his 
revealed *Medicine to none, but grown ' Perſons, Becauſe 
they «My conld be called together, aud taught the Virtues of it, 
«nd believe or disbelieve Faw ws brought it. No certainly, 


this way of arguing would not be admitted by any rational 
Man, becauſe the Children would be as capable-of the Me- 
dicine, as'the Men, though they were ignorant of the be- 
=_ of it; dnl merely-paflive in the — 

— Cre» 


F- «+ til 


36 


. Strangers to the Few 
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Wherefore feing Children, as I have ſh2wed, are ca- 


pable ef the benefits of Baptiſm, and ſeeing the Aga 
-who received a Commiſſion to-go and Teach, and Ba 
tize all:Nations, -Or, as it is in the words of St. Mark, to 


Preach the Gaſpel to every Creature,-ſaying, He that be- 


lieveth and i Baptized ſhall be ſaved. 1 ay, ſeeing Children 


are capable of the benefits of Baptiſm, and the Apoſtles, 
.who received this Commiffion, knew them to be capable 
of it, and to haye had both Circumciſion, and Bapti 

adminiſtred to. them, in_ the Fewiſh Church, how ſhould 


.they, or any others imagine from . the tenure of ſuch a 


Commiſſion, which was given unto them, as Planters of 
Churches, but that it was Chriſt's intention that Children, 
as well as grown Perſons were to be Baptized? _ 
Should God in the days of David, or Solomon, have cal- 
led eleven or twelve Prophets, and given them the- ſame 
Commiſſion, which {| Mutars Muands } Chriſt, gave to 
his Apoſtles, bidding them. go and Teach all Nations the 
Law, Circumciſing, and Baptizing of them in the Name 
of the God of Abraham, an enacking them to do whatſo- 
ever he had commanded them, I ſay, ſhould he have ſent 
them out to Preach the. Law -to every 'Creature, ſaying, 
He that believeth, aad. s 'Circumciſed, -and. baptized, ſhall be 
ſaved, but he that believeth not (hall be dammed, would 2 
Commiſlion ſo worded: have been of it ſelf a ſufficient 
ground for them to think, that it was God's intention to 
reſtrain Circumciſion:atid Baptiſm to adult Perſons, con- 
trary to the practice. of the Fewiſh Church? Or, if in a 
ſhore Hiſtory of their Miffion , and Undertaking , we 
ſhould have read, that they Circumciſed, and Ba as 
many Proſelytes, as gladly received their word, would 
this have beenan Argument that they did not alſo Circum- 
cile and Baptize the Infants af thoſe believing Proſelyrtes, 
according to the Laws, and Uſages of their Mother- 
Church ? No certainly, ſuch a Commiſſion to Proſelyte 
Fi Religion, could not in reaſon have 
been {train2d to prejudice the cuſtomary right of Infants 
to Circumcifion, and Baptiſm, ,and therefore in parky of 
reaſon, neither could the Apoſtles ſo underſtand their 
| Com- 
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Commiſſion without other Notices, ' as to exclude Infants 
from Sacramental Initiation into the.Church. 

The plain truth is, their Commiſſion was- a dire&ion 
how they ſhould proſelyte Strangers to Chriſtianity, accor- 
ding to the. nature of propagating a new Religion in 
ſtrange Countries, as itis ſet forth by the Apoſtle, Rem.20. 
14. How then ſhall they call on him, in-2yhom they bave not be- 
lieved ? And bow ſhall they believe in him of whom they have 
wot beard ? And how ſhall they hear without. a Preacher ? And 
how ſhall they Preach unleſs they be ſent ? Accordingly they 
were ſent out to Preach, or:to Diſciple Men, and/Women 
by Preaching, and to Baptize as many of them, as ſhould 
upon their Preaching Believe, and Repent. But though 
the Order of Nature required that they ſhould proceed in 
this Method with grown Perſons, as the Fews were wont 
todo with Profelytes to the Law, yer it 'did not hinder, 
that they who had been born, and bred Fews, ſhould in- 
itiate the Infants of ſuch Proſelyted Perſons, according to 
the uſage of the Fewijh Church. What need Chriſt have 
aid more unto them, when he ſent them out, than to bid 
them Go, and teach all Nations, — them in the Name+ 
of the Father, &c.” Or, ito Preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 
tare, ind tell them; that he that would believe the Goſpel, and. 
be Bayrzzzd, ſhould he ſaved. But then the reſpetive ſence 
of.theſe: words could only concern adule Perſons, and 
their qualification for Baptiſm; but: could in no reaſon be 
conſtrued by them, to exclude Infants, but only unbelie- 
ving Men, and Women, whereof none were:to be admit» 
ted into-the Church by: Baptiſm, betore they were taught 
Chriſtianity, and had confefled their Faith and Sins. 
Should God, as. I faid before, call twelve Men .of any 
Church, where Infant-Baptiſm had been the conſtant and 
andoubted practice, and bid them go, and Preach .the 
Goſpel in the. Indies to-every creature, and te ſay, He that 
believeth the Dottrine which we Preach, and « Baptized with 
the Baptiſm which we Adminiſter, (hall be Saved: 1 appeal to 

any Diflenter upon the account of Infant-Baptiſm, whe- 
ther he thinks that theſe Men, bred up to the practice 'of 
Infant-Baptiſm, could in probability ſo interpret this _ 
mifion, 
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-mwiſſion, as to think, that it was God's intention, that rhey 
; ſhould exclude_the Infants of believing. Proſetyres from 
' Baptiſmal admiflion/into- cho Church. 3 fri vl 
+ . The Profeſibis-againſt Infanc-Baptiſm,; pur'the greateſt 
ſtreſs.upon theſe words of our Saviour : He that believeth, 
and u baptized, ſhall be Saved : But if they would well con- 
ſider the next words, they would find, that Infants are not 
at.all concernal in them, becaule it follows, but he that be- 
lieveth. not.- ſpill . be. Domned.' The fame want of Faithy 
whivh here exchides from Baptiſm, excludes alſo from Sa 
vation;/ahd-theretbre jt cannot” be underſtood of 'Infanu, 
* The Perro- ynleſs they will-ſay with the * Oaiginal Anabaptiſts, thao 
buſians- vid- the ſame incapacity of believing! which excludes them 
& 21 Dil. from Baptiſih, :excludes them from Salvation too: Where: 
Jul. Cli. & fore, it 15 plain, that AP and. not belivving in 
prefat.adverſ. that Text;\1s only to be wndd ; of ſuch-as arein/ cape- 
Anabapriſtas ciey "of hearing, and-' believing the Goſpel 9'irhar- 18 ; of 

grown'Perſons, juſt a5 the words in Fob. 3g. 36. He rhat be- 

lieveth on the Su of . God hath. Pvuerlaſting Life, ant be that b- 

heverh nat ſhall not fee Life, bot the Wrarh- of God abidervo 


him 


Thus far have I'procetded'ito-ſhew, how -rndonclufexcl 
and abſurdly the — go about to prove, . that tbfens 


ought to be excluded from Baptiſm from the fpre-mention» 
& Texts, which ſpeak of the Order of Profelyting: grows 
Pet jon, and their Qualifications for Baptiſm; ani} as lictle 
lotiels have chey with: foine/ochers, 'which' they bring to 
ew. _——__ able' 'Bypridin'Vis for Infams, as. tharin 
1. Pet: 3.21; Where «the Apoſtle! cells us; that ;exrernal 
Baptiſm of purtiig away the filth of 'the Fleſk, of which In 
fants are:only capable, fignihies nothing, \but the anſwer of 4 
god Conſtience: towards Gadd, 'of which, i Infants 
ar&altogerher ancapable-; to'which the aniwer is. very” ea» 
fre, that andther-Apoltle 'cells ts, that external Circumciſion 
of which Hifants were only capable, profired worhmg 3wirhout 
keeping the Law,- which Infants could not keep, nay, that 
the aravard Circumciſion, of 'which Infants were only capa- 
ble, is" nerbirigy bur that the imward Cirennoifion- of -the 
heart, antl in the (vwrit-w as the yet Cirenmoien, and yet Infants 

remaiung 
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remaining Infants were utterly uncapable of that ; fo that 
their way of arguing from this and fuch like Texts, 
roves nothing, becauſe it proves too much, and ſtretches 
the words of the Apoſtles unto undue conſequences, 
ond their juſt Meaning, which was only to ler 
both Fews and Chriſtians know, that there was no re- 
ſting in external Circumciſion, or Baptiſm, but not thar 
their Infants were unprofitably Circumciſed, and Bap- 
tizcd. 
So weak, and unconcluding are all the Arguments, by 
which the Anabaptiſts endeavour from Scripture, to prove, 
that Chriſt hath limited the Subje&t of Baptiſm unto 
grown Perſons ; put them all together they do not a- 
mount to any tolerable degree of probability, much leſs 
unto a preſumption , eſpecially it they be put in the 
ballance againſt the early and univerſal practice of the 
Catholick Church. Had not the Church been always in 
poſſeſſion of this practice, or could any time be ſhewed 
on this ſide the Apoltles, when it began. Nay, could it 
he proved, that any one Church in the World did not 
Baptize Infants, or that any conſiderable number of Men 
otherwiſe Orthodox, did decline the Baptizing of them 
upon the ſame Principles, that theſe Men do now, then I 
ſhould ſuſpect that their Arguments are better than really 
they are, and that Infant-Baptiſm might poflibly be a 
deviation from the rule of Chrift. But ſince it is fo uni- 
verfal, and ancient a practice, that no body knows when, 
or where it bzgan, or how trom no: being it came to be 
the practice of the Church, ſince there was never any 
Church Anti2ne or Modern, which did not praiſe ir, 
it muſt argue a ſtrange partiality to think, that it could be 
any thing lefs, chan an Apoſtolical Practice, and Traditi- 
on, or the Original uſe of Baptiſm in ics full Laticude 


under the Golpel, which it had under che Law. Had the »g,,yq vert 
* Churches erred they would bave varied ( \aith Turtulian ) finite eft ror 


unam fidem erraverint? Nullus inter mulcos eventus unus cft. Exitus variaiſe debuerar 
error dotrinz Eccleſiarum. Quod aucem apud muiros unum iavenirur; non eſt erracums 


ſed cradicum, Tercull, de praicripcione Hyret. Cc. 28, | 


pi bus 
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but what is one and the ſame amongſt them all, proceeds not from 
+De Baptiſmo error but Tradition. Or, as St. f Auguſtine laith upon this 
contra Donat. Subjet, That which the Univerſal Church doth hold, and was 
4.24 wever inſtituted by Councils, but was always retained in thy 
Church, we moſt rightly believe to have deſcended frcm ni thing 
leſs than Apoſtolical Tradition. 

* Menno, one of the moſt Tearned of the Anabaprif, 
about the time of the Reformation, was ſo preſfed with 
this way of arguing , that he acknowledged Infan:. 
Baptiſm to be as old, as the time of the Apoſtles, bur 
then he ſaid, it proceeded from falſe-Apoſtles , and 
falſe-Teachers in the Apoſtles times. But if it came 
firſt from falſe Apoſtles, and falſe-Teachers, in the time 
of the Apoſtles, how came it to paſs that we heard no- 
thing of that Innovation in the Writings of the Apoſtles 
or of their Companions and Eontemporaries , ſuch as 
St. Clement , St. Ignatius , St. Polycarp , &c ? How came 
St. John who ſurvived unto the latter end of the firſt 
Century to pals it over in ſilence, or how came the $pj- 
rit in the Revelations, which by his Pen reproved ſo ma- 
ny abuſes in the Churches, not to cenſure this ? Ir is ve 
ſtrange, that none of the Pen-men of the Holy-Ghoſft, 
nor none of their Afliſtants, and Companions ſhould 
animadyert upon fo ſcandalous an abuſe of the Holy- 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, which in a ſhort time would fill 
the Church with ſham Chriſtians, and deſtroy the Eſſence 
thereof, In like manner, if it came in by falſe Teach- 
ers, in the next Age to the Apoſtles, how came it to 
paſs that none of the famous Saints and Martyrs, who 
flouriſhed then, oppoſed it as a dangerous Innovation, 
nor gave us any account thereof? They wrote againſt 
the Hereſies of Simm, Menander, Saturnus, Cerinthus, Ebi- 
on, Valentinus, Baſilides, Marcion, &c. but we find nothing 
in them againſt Infant-Baptiſm , though we are ſure 
* Omnes enim from * Trenams, and t Tertullian, that it was practiſed in 
venit [Chri- 4.1; Ape. 
ſtus ] per ſe- 


met iplum ſal- : 
ware, omnes, inquam, qui per cum renaſountur ad deum, infantes, & parvulos, & pue- 


ros, & juyencs, & ſcniores. 7, e- Chriſt came to ſave all by bimſelf, all, I ſay, who by him 
are 


* Caſland, ad- 
verl. Anabapt. 


P- 675. 
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are born again to God, Infants, and little Ones, and Boys, and Toung and Old. In the An- 
cient Writers Baptiſm 1s called Regeneration, and Baprized Perſons are ſaid to be Regene- 
rate, or born again, according to the Scripture, which calls it, As]25y miaryſereoiag, the 
waſhing of Regeneration, Tit, 3. 5. Hence faith Juſt. Mart, Apol. 2. "Emma 4zvla vg” 
nul ive 1 Sup BY &4 Termy dla fiuvicws, ow x; nuets aro ave yjurimnule, evafu- 
yay). So hath Phavormus obſerved, mA ſyNjuidie 79 & 3400 Bariioua Mie), Holy Baptiſm 
x called Regeneration, and thoſe who would fee more proofs” of it, may conſul Sutcerus 
in the words 'Avay4wmns and mAiſyſuzcic. Dr. Ham, on Matth. 19. 28. fahn 3+ 5. 
Selden de jure |. 2. c. 4. Bur if afcer all chis evidence any Anabaptiſt will ſay, that re- 
naſcuntur in this place of Irene, dorh not ſignifie Baptized, or born again of Water, then 
it muſt ſignifie Regenerated, or boyn again of the Spirit ; and if Infants, and httle Ones can 
be born again of the Spirir, then they are capable of being born again of Water, or of 
being Baptized, as Vous argues diſp, de Baptiſmo, p. 181. 

+ De Baptiſmo, Where what he ſpeaks about deferring the Baptiſm of Infants, ſhews 
that ic was che pratice of the Chriſtians in that Age, Pro cajuſque perſone conditione, ac 
diſpoſatione, etiam etate, cuntatio Baptiſmi utilior oft, precipus tamen circa { 10m Nuid 
enim neceſſe eſt, ſi non tum neceſſe, Panfores pericul» ingert 2 Nuid feftinat innocens 
«tas ad remiſſionem peccatorum ? Bur this —_— of his, that it was more convenient to de- 
fer the Baptiſm of Infanrs, was his own ſingular opinion, as much as that was of defer- 
ring the Baptiſm of Virgins and Widows, till chey were Married, which follows in the 
next words, Non minore de cauſa innupti procraſtinandi, &c. And he ſhews the ſame cauſe 
why he would have the Baptiſm of Children, and un-married Women deferred, for 
fear they ſhould be rempred ro renounce Chriſt afrer Baptiſm. $1quz pondus intelligant 
Baptiſmi, magis timebunt conſecut imem, quam dilatimem : fides integra ſecura eſt de ſalute, Bur 
then how abſolutely neceſſary he thoughr Baptiſm for Infants in caſe of extream danger 
is evident from other Paſſages, as Cap. 1 3: Nuum vere preſcribitur nomini ſine Baptiſma 
enmpetere ſalutem, and Cap. 17. Sufficiat ſcilicet in neceſſitatibus utaris, ficubi, aut loct, aut 
temporis, aut perſine conditio compellit. Tunc enim conſtantia ſuccurrents excipitur, quoniam 
rew erit perditi hominis, ſi ſuperſederet preſtare, quod liber# potuit, So likewiſe in his Book 
& anima, Cap. 39+. Adeo nulla ferme Nativiras munda eſt Erhnicorum —— Alioquin 
meminerat dominicz definirionis, nifi quis naſcatur ex aqui & Spiriru, non ibirt in reg- 
num Dei, i. e. Non erit San#i45. Ira omnis anima couſque in Adam cenſerur, donec mn 
Chriſto recenſearur, tamdiu immunda, quamdid recenſcatur, ——— 


lenatizes, Polycarp, Papias, who were all the * Scholars of * Aa. Marr, 
S&. 7obn, as likewilc Juli Martyr, Athenagoras, and He- Ignar, 
reſippres, were all contemporary with Irenexe who was ® the « xy, trenzi 
Diltiole of Poljcarp, ( and who as h2 tells us in ſeveral pla- ad Florinum, 
cesof his Works, converſed with ſeveral Antient Þ Presby- adverl. Hzref, 
ters, that had lived in the Apoſtles times, of whom he had £3: <4P-341.5, 
enquired after the Apoſtles practices ) and yet this inquiſ-5 Looſe ad 
tive Father ſays nothing againſt Infant-Baptiſm though we p1orinum. ad- 
are ſure from him and his contemporary Tertullian, that it verſ. Hzref, 
was then of general practice in the Church. lib.2+ Cap. 39, 
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What meaned all theſe Men to let ſuch a peſtilent 
practice paſs uncondemned, which in a ſhort time, would 
leave none in the Church but Mock Chriſtians, and fo pre- 
vail againſt the Catholick Church, which our Lord pro- 
miſed the Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail againſt? What, 
would not the Holy Ghoſt preſerve ſo much as one 
Church among ſo many, from ſuch a dangerous error, but 

* Nunc omnes ſyffer them all to embrace it without Oppoſition ? * Would 
ung ot he ſuffer them all ſo ſoon to Apoltatize, and to practiſe, 
—_— rh and believe otherwiſe, than Chriſt had taught, and the 
ſtolus de Te- Apoſtles preached No! It is impoffible, that they ſhould 
ſtimonio red- all conſent in fuch a dangerous error, or that they ſhould 
_ —_ all peaceably, and tamely ſubmit to it without oppolition, 
Spicicus Sanc- or that ſuch an alteration ſhould be made without Obſer- 


tus, uticamin vation no body can tell how, or when. 

yFericatem de- 

ducerer, ad hoc miflus 2 Chriſto, ad hoc poſtularuy de patre, ut eſſer door veritatis, 
Neglexerit Officium Dei villicus, Chriſti Vicarius, finens Ecclefias alicer inrerim intelli- 
gere, aliter credere, quam iple per — przdicabat, Ecquid verifimile eſt tor ac 
tance in unam fidem erraverint ? Tertul, de przicript, Hzreticorum. c. 28. 


Wherefore theſe Diſſenters are very unreaſonable in 
charging the Church univerſal with apoſtafie from Chriſt 
upon the account of Infant-Baptiſm, and in ftriving to 
throw her out of the poſſeffion of fuch an ancient, and 
general praftice merely by ſuch indire& and conſequential 
Arguments from the Scriptures, as the Ancient Fathers ne 
ver drew from them, nor we can admit againſt their genc- 

_ ral practice and cen/cnt. Certainly thoſe places of the 

* Neque vero * New Teſtament; which require a Profeſſion of Faith, 
Ay and Repentance, in grown Perſons before Baptiſm, were un- 
priſcis Eccle- deritood by the Ancient Fathers, they undoubtedly had 
ſiz parribus well read and conſidered the Hiſtory of Baptiſin in the 
Evangelicx & Acts of the Apoſtles, but yet they never drew this abſurd 
nemo Conſequence from them, that becauſe Fairh and Repentance 
pry ge were to go before Baptiſm, which is an Þ/itution of Lati- 
itenria, & tude, in Adult Perſons, that therefore Baptiſm was not to 

des una cum 


Baptiſmo requiri videntur, Sciebant enim probe hzc ad adulros Caſſand. Pre- 
Fore Anabapt. Y 


g0 
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o before Faith, and Repentance in Children and Minors, 
25 both Circumciſion, and Baptiſm in the like Caſe were 
wont to go before them in the Fewiſh Church. They knew 
the difference berwixt the admifſion of actual and poten- See Dy.Taytor 
tial Believers, and allo knew it was a very great inconſe- of Baptizing 
quence toargue from the Qualifications, which the Goſpel #fants, great | 
requires in thoſe, to the Excluſion of theſe. I freely ac- ors pl i 
knowledge to them, that no Arguments are equal to the ©” ED 
Scriptures, when the Interpretations ot them are not doubt- 

ful, yet when they are fo, I appeal to any ſober Difſenter 
of this, or any other Perſwaſion, whether the harmonious 

ractice of the Ancient Churches, and the undivided con- 
-_ of Apoſtolical Fathers be not the moſt ſure and au- 
thentical Interpreters, that can be betwixt Men, and Men. 
They thought Infant-Baptiſm lawtul, and valid, and no 
abuſe of the Ordinance of Baptiſm, and let any modeſt 
and moderate Man judge , whether ſo many Famous 
* Saints and Martyrs, ſo near the Apoſtles times, ſhould ,,,. . - 
fall into ſuch a Deluſion, as to conſpire in the-practice of Moooy hoon 
Mock-Baptifſm, and of making fo many Millions of Mock- rica ſxcula, ur 
Chriſtians, and Mock-Churches, or that alittle Set, which tor millibus 
muſt have ſeparated from all the Ancient, as well as Mo- Pxvulorum 
dern Churches, that were ever yet diſcovered; ſhould be gina - 
in a great, and grievous Error theinſelves. nos ifaloriioe 

Bupcoilimi "ri- 

buerent & a Chriſti remporibus uſque ad vos, non yveros ei Chriſtianos, ſel p pag > 
crearent? Siccine cxcarus eſt orbis rerrarum, tartaque huc uſque caligine ii.» J\.ca., ncad 
aperiendos oculos ſuos, & ad tam diururnam noctem illuſtrandam poſ! tor Putres, Mars 
tyres, Pontifices, & univerſalem Eccleftarum Principes vos tramdiu expettaric? Petrits Ab- 
bas Cluntacenſ. apud Caſſandr. 


Let them begin with the firſt Teſtimonies abour che 
practice of Infant:Baptiſm, viz. at the latter end of rhe 
ſecond, and beginning of che third Century, and take 
the pains to conſult the ſucceflive Writers oi the Church, 
St. Irenars, as I have obſerved, was the Dilciple of St. Pe- 
ljcarp, who was the Diſciple of St. Foby, and Tertullian 
was contemporary with the laft days of St. Irenaxs, and 
the next Writer in whom we tind Infant-Baptiſm menti- 
, oned 
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* In Ep. ad Rom. |. s. pro 
hoc & Eccleſia ab Apoſtolis 
traditionem ſuſcepit etiam 
parvulis Baptiſmum dare, 
quia efſent in omnibus ge- 
nuinz ſordes peccati, quz per 
aquam, & Spiriturn ablui de- 
berent, In Lucam Homil, 14. 
Parvuli baptizantur in remil- 
ſfionem peccatorum 

& in lib. Homnl. 8. quia per 
Baptiſmi Sacramentum nati- 
vitatis ſordes deponuntur, 
propterea baprizancur & par- 
vuli. 


> Quantum autem ad cauſam 
Infantum pertiner, quas d1x- 


iſti intra ſecundum, vel rer- 
tium diem, quo nati ſunt, 
conſtirutos , Baptizari non 
oportere, & confiderandam 

legem Circumcifionis an- 
riquz, ut infra otayum diem 


eum 1 natus eſt, Bapri 
m—_—_ & Sandificandum 


non putares, longe aliud in 
Concilio noſtro omnibus vi- 
ſum eſt. Ep. 58. p- 95+ Ed. 
Rigalt. 
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oned as an ® Apoſtolical, and Univerſal Pra 
&ice, I mean Origen, flouriſhed within fifteen 
years after Tertull:an's Death. St. Cyprian was 
Contemporary with the latter days of Origen, 
and his Epiſtle to Fidzs the Presbyter 1s qfuch 
an account of Infant-Baptiſm, that it alone is 
enough to Convince any Soul, where Preju- 
dice doth not reign, that it always was the 
practice of the Church. Fidas had written 
unto him to let him know, that he thought it 
was not lawful co Baptize Children before the 
Eighth Day, according to the Law of Cir- 
cumcilion, to which he returned this Anſwer. 


bd That he, and the Council ( which conſiſted 


of 66 Biſhops ) were of another Opinion, 
having determined, that as God under the 
Goſpel was no accepter of Perſons : So he 
was noe accepter of Ages, but that Infants 
might be Baptized as ſoon as they were born, 
to waſh away their Original Sin. "The African 
Church was one of the moſt flouriſhing ,1trid, 
and pious of the Primitive Churches, and 
this reſolution of the Council ( which as 
St. Auguſtin obſerved an 100 Years after, was 
not zevum decretum ) fuppoſeth that Infant- 


Baptiſm had been the Original, and uimmemorial practice 
of that Church. This Council fat about the middle of the 
third Century, 150 Years or thereabouts after the Death 
of the laſt ſurviving Apoſtle ; and about the middle of the 
tourth Century we find Gregory Nazianzen {peaking thus. 
© Orat. 40. in © Haſt thou a Child ? Let not Sim get the advantage, but let him 
Santt. Baptiſ” be ſanttified from his Infancy, __ conſecrated by the Spirit from 
= ve byes tend.r Years. But it may be thou art afraid to have him 
- conſigned, becauſe of the weakneſs of his Nature, what a ſilly 
Mother art thou, and how weak in Faith ? Anna promiſed Sa- 
muel to God before he was born, and not fearing any thing of 
Humane Weakneſs, but truſting in God, Conſecrated the Child to 
the Prieſt-hood, almoſt as ſoon as he ſaw the Light. Thou wilt 


have 
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but what ſhall we ſay of Infants, who are ſenſible neither of the 


gain, nor boſs of it, ſhall we Baptize them? Moſt certainly, if -. 


they be in danger, for it zs better, that they be Santtified with- 
out the Senſe of it, than that they dye uninitiated and uncon- 
ſigned; and my reaſon is taken from Circumciſion, which was 
adminiſtted on the Eighth Day unto Infants, that had no Reaſon, 
to which I may add, the ſaving of the Firſt-Born in Goſhen, 
by the ſign of the Bloog on the Lintel of the Door, aud the two 
Side-Poſt's. 

The Brevity, which I deſign in this Treatiſe, will not 
permit me to recite many more Authorities, which are 


have no need of Superſtitions Charms, and Amulets for him,. in 
which the Dewil ſteals to himſelf from filly Souls, the Honour 
which is due to God, bud call upon bim the name of the Holy 
Trinity, which « the moſt ſafe, and excellent of Charms, And 
afterwards, ® ſo for the Baptiſm of thoſe, who deſire Baptiſm, "Ry 
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very ® numerous out of Chryſoftom, Ambroſe, Ferom, Au- *Vid. teſtim, 


gufin, 8c. But I ſhall rather ſuperadd ſome Confiderati- 
ans, which confirm this Ancient Tradition of Infant-Bap- 
tiſm, and are ſufficient to induce any conſiderate and im- 


them. 

For firſt, if Infanc-Baptiſm was not the Practice of the 
Apoſtles, but an Innovation, it is very hard to imagine, 
that God ſhould ſuffer his Church to fall into ſuch a dan- 
gerous Practice, which would in time Un-Church it, while 
Miracles were yet Extant in the Church. "The ſame Holy 
Spirit, that was the guide of the Apoſtles, into all Truth, 
was the Author of Miracles too, but the firſt tour Witne(- 
ſs, which I have produced for Infant-Baptiſm, ro wir, 
hens, Tertullian, Origen, and Cyprian, do all likewiſe af- 
ſure us, that Miracles were then not extraordinary in the 
Church. 


© Ireners tells us, that the true Diſciples of Chriſt did * daſs he 
.2+ Cap, 


Veter. Script. 
de Baptiſm, 
ud Caſſand, 
? . - ; Gerhard. 
partial Man to believe, that ſo Ancient, and univerſal a Fob. Voſs. difp. 
Practice was as old, as the Planting of Churches by 14+ de Bapriſ- 


the Apoſtles, and originally derives its Authority from 


of Przſcience, and Przdi&tion, and of healing the Sick, £23k © wag 
and that the whole Congregation meeting together be cleſ. 1, $* Cap-7, 
Faſting 


aur, 
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Paſting and Prayer, often raiſe the Dead, and that man 
{o raiſed were then alive in the Church. Nay, he tells us, 
char the number of Spiritual Gifts were innumerable, 
which the Church all the World over then received from 
Chriſt, and I truly confeſs ir cannot enter into my heart 
to believe, that God ſhould ſuffer the Church to Embrace 
ſach 2 pernicious Error ( as Infant-Baptiſm was, if it was 
not of Apoſtolical Tradition ) and fill the Clhiiſtian 
World with Mock-Chriftians, while he bore them Witneſ 
with Signs and Wonders, and divers Miracles, and Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

« Fr ad Scapu- Tertullian in his * Apologetic tells us, that the Chriſtians 

lam, 2. had then power to make the Gods of the Heathen confeſs 
themſelves to be Devils. Nay, he Challenges the Heathens 
to bring any one of thoſe, that were acted, and inſpired 
with any one of their Gods, and Goddeffes, whom they 
worſhipped, and if that Damen God, or Goddeſs, not da- 
ring to tell a Lye before any Chriſtian, ſhould not confek 
it {elf to be a Devil, then they ſhould ſhed the Blood of 
that Chriſtian upon the Place. 

Origen in his Anſwer to Cel/zs, frequently appeals to che 


Miracles, which the Chriſtians wrought in his Days, par- 
b Cambridge ticularly in the firſt > Book, he faith, chat they exorciſed 
Edition, p. 34+ Damens, healed the Sick, and foreſaw Future Events. And 
* Þ. 334+ See jn the © feventh Book, he proves, that Chriſtians did not 


alſo p. 62, 80, 


124,127,376. their Miracles by any curious Magical Arts, becauſe Idiots, 


or illiterate Men among them did by nothing but by Pray- 
ers, and Adjurations in the Name of Jeſus, baniſh Devils 
from the Bodies and Souls of Men. 
® In Epiſt, ad © St. Cyprian tells us, that the Chriſtians in his days had 
Donatum ; vid. power to hinder the Operation of deadly Poiſons, to re- 
& Epiſt, - ſtore Mad-men to their Senſes, to force Devils to conftels 
> cn in chemfelves to be ſo, and with inviſible ftrokes and Tor- 
p. 202, Ed. Ments' to make them cry, and how], and forſake the Bo- 
Rigalt, _ dics, which they poſlefled. Theſe are the firſt four Wit- 
neffes, which I have produced for the Practice of Infant- 
Baptiſm, and let any man judge, whether the Church 
eould yet run into a Church-deſtroying Practice within 
fuch an Holy, and Miraculous Period, as this. N 
wt 
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But ſecondly, If Infant-Baptiſm was not an Apoftolical 
Tradicion, or were derivable from any thing lefs than 
Apoſtolical Pratice, how came the ® Pelagians not to re- —_ Voſſi 
je it for an Iwn:vation, ſeeing the Orthodox ufed it, 'as E - Ic 
an Argument againſt them, that Infants were guilty of 7, 13. diſp. de 
Original Sin It had been eafie for them, had there been Bapr, The.18. 
any ground for it, to ſay that it was an Innovation crept & ip. 14. 
into Practice ſince the time of the Apoſtles, or that it was _— 
brought up by Falſe-Apoſtles, and Falſe-Teachers in the 5h — 
Apoſtles Times, but then they were ſo far from doing 7eſtim. verers 
this, which they would have been glad to do upon any de Bapt. par- 
colourable Pretence, that they practiced it themſelves, and wiorwn,p.68y. 
owned it for an Apoſtolical Tradition, and as neceſſary 
for Childrens obtaining the Kingdom of Heaven, tho they 
_ that they were Baptized for the Remiſlion of 'Or1- 

inal Sin. 

But "thirdly, If Infant-Baptiſm were nbt in Practice, 
from the firſt Plantation of Chriftian Churches, or were 
derivable from any other Cauſe than Apoſtolical Traditi- 
on, let the Oppoſers of it tell us any other probable way 
how it came to be the uniform practice of all Churches, 
not only of ſuch 'as were Colonies of the ſame Mother- 
Church, or had Correſpondence with one another by 
their Biſhops, and Presbyters, but of ſuch as were Origi- 
nal-Plantations, and betwixt which there was likely none, 
or bat very little Communication, by reaſon of the vaſt 
diſtance,” and want of intercourſe betwixt the Conntries 
where » they. lived. Among theſe, of the latter fort are * Brerewnds 
the Abaſſin-Church, in the further Ethiopia, and the © Indj- Enquiries, c.2z 
a Church in Coulan, and Crangonor, and about Maliapur, fie _ Fu 
Planted by St. Thomas, both which pradtice Infant-Bapriſm, cout. Bar. 
tho in all probability they never had it one fform'the'ocher, Infant. p. 692, 
or both" *ftom any third Church. It' is very'ineredible, © Or: 1. 3. de 
thar'God- ſhould ſuffer all Churches in all the Parts of" £*ft Em- 
the World to fall into one and the ſame Practice, which ;;, 4h, —"_ 
certainly is a Church-deſtroying Pra@ice, if the Apoftles Bextifelrere- 
and _ did not Baptize Infants, but only wozs Enqui- 
grown P ns. : ries, C20, 
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One may eaſily imagine , that God might ſuffer aj 
Churches to fall igto ſuch an harmleſs Prattiſe as that of 
Infant-Communion, or that the Fathers of the Church 
> comply with the Religious fondneſs of the Peopls 
in bringing their Children to- the Sacrament, as we do 
with bringing them to Prayers, but that God ſhould ke 
them all ( not preſerving any one for a Monument of 
Apoftolical Purity ) fall into a Practice, which deſtroy, 
the Being of the Church, is at leaſt a thouſand times more 
Incredible,] than that the Apoltles, withouc a Prohibig- 
on from Chriſt to the contrary, (and no 1uch Prohibig- 
on is Extant in the New Teſtament ) ſhould Baptize Ix 
fants according to the Practiſe of the Few Church. 

But inthe tourth Place, what Account can rationally 
be-given, why the Jewib Chriſtians, who were offended 
at the neglect of Circumcition , ſhould not have been 
much more offended, if the Apoſtles had refuſed to imitjate 
Children under the New Teſtament, which- had always 
been initiated under the Old, I it reaſonable to belierg, 
that thoſe, who complained fo much: meerly becauſe the 
Apoſtles Taught e_s which hved among the Gentile, 
that they ſhould not Circumciſke their Children, would no 
have complained much more if_they had not Bapti 
them, but quite excluded then, like the: Infants of - Ut 
believers from Admiffion into the Church. It muſt inal 
probably have galled thear very much to ſee their Club 

a Treated like the Children of meer. Strangers,: and” to 
have had. no, viſible differenee put between the Infants'of 
thoſe that Embraced, and. thoſe that refiſked the Faith. For 
on always looked upon Pagan Children, as, Common, 
and Unclean,, but upon their own, as Separate, and Heh; 
and St. Paw makes the ſame diſtinction. berween them, 
1. Cor. 7. 14, - But had the Apoaſthes: taught, thatithe Chib 
dren of thoſe, who were in Covenant with: God, had: no 
more right unto Baptiſmal Initiation, than the Children 
Idolaters, who were: out of the Covenant , ny had 
Taught a Doctrine, which certainly would:have: offended 
them more, than all they Preached againſt Circumciſion, 
and keeping the Ceremonial Law. Wherefore, ſince we 

never 


hte _— Lew, Aa MS AG 7 — ES C"—_P 


Of Infant-Baptiſm | 


never read among their many Complaints upon the altera- 
tion of the Few: Cuſtoms, that they complained of their 
Childrens not being initiated by Baptifm, it is a greater 
preſumption that the Apoſtles, and their Afiftents Bapti- 
zed their Children, then the want of an Expreſs Example 
of Infant-Baptiſm in the New Teſtament, is that they 
Baptized them not. 

__ ſhewed, firſt, that Infants are not uncapable 
of Baptilm. 


Secondly, That they are not excluded from it by Chriſt; 
but that on the contrary, we have very convincing Rea- 
ſons to preſume, that the mo of Infants, as well as of 
growh Perſons, was intended by him. Let us now proceed 
to make a fair and impartial enquiry upon the Third 


Queſt. III. Fhether it « lawful to ſeparate from a Chutoh, 
which appointeth Infants to 'be Baptized ? 

And this, conſideving what I have ſaid upon the former 
Queſtions, muft be determined in the Negative, Whether 
we confider Infant-Baptifm only as a thing lawful, and allow- 
alle, 'Or, as a Thing highly requiſite, or neceſſary to-he done. 

I know very well, that my Adverſaries, in this Contro- 
veeſie, 'will be apt co deny this diſtin&tion betwixt Lawful 
and Neceſſary; as acknowledging nothing in Religious mat- 
ters to be lawful, but what is neceffary, according to that 
common Principle imbibed by all forts of Diſenters, That 
nebing is to: be appointed in Religions matters, but \#hat ts com- 
wanded by ſome Precept, or diretted unto by ſome ſpecial Exaniphe 
inthe Word of God. Ra” 

Hence they ordinarily ſay, Can you fhew us any 
Precept or Example for Baptizing Infants in the New 
Teſtainent, if 'you can, 'we will grant, that the appoint- 
ment-of it is lawful, bu: if you cannot, we diſallow 'it 
&-unlawful, nay, as an Uſurpation, and will never be of a 
Church,which 1o U furpeth it over the Conſciences of Men. 

This way of Arguing is plauſible to the Vulgar, and 
would be very good, were there ſuch a Principle in the 
Scripture, as this, from -whence-they Argue, 'vm. That 
wothmg* as to be appointed in —_ matters, but what ts "_— 
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ranted by tPrecept, or Example in the Word of God. Where. 
fore, as the Men with whom I have to deal in this Con- 
troverſie, are generally Perſons of good natural Undey. 


andings : 

So 1n the Firſt place, I beg them to.conſider, that there 
is no ſuch Rule in the Scripture, as this, and therefore 
thoſe, who teach it for a Scripture-rule, or Precept , do 
themſelves impoſe upon Mens Conſciences, as bad as Papiſt,, 
and, likethem and the Phariſeesof old, teach the Traditions 
of Men for Do&trincs of God. On the contrary, the Goſpel 
tells us, that Sm is the Tranſgreſſion of a Law, and that where 
there is no Law there is no Tranſgreſſion; and according to 
this plain , and intelligible Rule, chough the Baptizing of 
Infants were not commanded in the Scriptures, yet the 
Church would have Power and Authority to appoint it, 
upon ſuppoſition that it is not iorbid. 

Secondly, 1 deſire them to conſider the abſurdity of this 
pretended Scripturerule, in that it takes away the diſtinti- 
on betwixt barely lawful, or allowable, and neceſlary, and 
leaves no Negative mean betwixt neceſſary and ſinful, but 
makes things forbidden, and things not commanded to be 
the very ſame. 

Thirdly, I deſire them to.conſider, what a ſlaviſh Prin 
ciple this is, and how zncon/itent it is with the free, and 
manly nature of the Chriſtian Religion, under which we 
ſhould be in a far more ſervile, and Childiſh condition, 
then the Fews were under the Law, which as it is evident 
from the Feaſt of Purim, and From the Inſtitution of Baptiſm 
among the Jews, allowed private Perſons to practice, and 
the Church to appoint things of a Religious nature, which 
God had not commanded to be done. 

Laſtly, Lentreat them to conſider, how utterly impra- 
&icable this pretended Principle is,. as .might be proved 
from the qm__ Practice of all thoſe, who advance it 
againſt Eccleſiaſtical. Authority, and particularly from 
their own Practice, in Baptizing grown Perſons, who 
were bred up fram Infants in the Chriſtian Religion, and in 
admitting Women to the Lirds-Supper, who were not ad- 
mitted. to the Palover, nor Paſchal-cup of Bleſſing, with 

any 
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ay Precept, or Preſident for ſo doing in the Word of 
od. 
This little well conſidered, is enough to obviate all Oh- 


#&ions againſt my firit Aſſertion, viz. That it i not law- 


fw to ſeparate from a Church which appointeth Infants to be 


Baptized, upon ſuppoſition, thar Infant-Baptiſm barely 
lawful, and allowable ; but if any man defire further fſacis- 
faction, as to this point, he may have it abundantly in the 
caſe of indifferent things, to whuch I refer him, it being 
more my buſineſs toſhew here that IDfant-Baptiſm is at leaſt, 
a lawful, and allowable thing. 

To prove this, I need but deſire the Reader to. refle& 
upon the State of the- two firſt Queſtions : For if Infants 
be as capable of Baptiſm under the Goſpel, as they were 
of Circumciſion under the Law, and it Chriſt have. not 
excluded them from it neither diretly, nor conlequenti- 
ally : Ocherwiſe, if Baptiſm be an IÞftitution of as great 
Latitude in its ſelf, as Circumciſion its Fire-runner was, ,and 
Chriſt hath not determined the adminiſtration of -it to one 
Age, more than one Sex: Once more, 'it Children may 
be taken into the Covenant of Grace, under the Goſpel, as 
well as under the Law, and Chriſt never ſaid, nor did any 
thing which can in reaſon be interpreted to forbid them 
to be taken in : In a word, If they are capable of all the 
Ends of Baptiſm now, that they were. of. Circumcifion 
then, and of having the Priviledges of Church-Member- 
ſhip, and the Bleflings of the Covenant conſigned unto 
them, and Chriſt neither by himſelf, nor by his Apoſtles 
did forbid the Church to fatisfic and fulfil this their capaci- 
ty: Or laſt of all, If Chriſt hath only appointed Baptiſm 
inſtead of Circumciſion, but ſaid nothing to determine the 
Subject of it, then it mult needs follow, that oigſs Beoys 
muſt at leaft be lawful, and allowable, becauſe it is an in- 
different, and not a forbidden, or fintul ching. But upon 


this ſuppoſition, that ir were left undetermined, and indit- . 


ferent by Chriſt, it might like other indifferent things be 
lawfully appointed by any Church, from which ic would 
be a Sin to ſeparate upon that account. For in this caſe, 


- Churches might fately differ in their practice about Infant- 
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Bapriſm, as they do now in the Ceremonies of Baptiſm; 
and thoſe who lived in a Church which did practice it, 
ought no more to ſeparate from her for appointing of it, 
then thoſe who lived in another Church, which did not 
practiſe it, ought to ſeparate from her, for not appointing 
thereof. 

Thus much T haye faid, I hope with fſafficient modera- 
tion, upon ſuppoſition, that all T have written upon for- 
mer Queſtions, doth but fatisfa&orily prove, that Irfan 
Baptiſm is only lawful, ahd not highly requiſite and neceF 
fary ; but then if it be not only lawful, but highly requi- 
fice and neceſffary, fo that it ought to be appointed, then 
it muſt needs be much more ſinful to ſeparate from a 
Church, which appointech I»fants to be Baptized. 

Now, 4s to the requiſite 'neceflity of Infant-Bapti/m, fup- 
poſing that my Reader bears in memory, that I have ſaid 
upon the laſt Queſtion, ( to make it appear with the'high- 
clt degree of credibility, that Chrift inſticuced Baptiſm 
for Infang, as'well as grown Perſons, and that the Apo 
ttles, and their 'Companions Pradtifed Ifamr- Baptiſm ) 1 
muſt there entreat him further to obſerve, that 'there is a 
rwo-fold'neceflity in matters of Chriſtian Fairh and pra- 
&ticc, one which procecds from plain didtates of natural 
reaſon, or from plain and expreff words of the Goſpel, where 
the ſenſe 4s 1d obvious and'ckar, that no ſober man'oan mik 
take it, or doubt-of it, and-another which proceeds from the 

general Scope and Tenor of the Goſpel, tr from doubtful i 
m it ſo, or ſo underſtood and interpreted by the unanimous Veitt, 


_—_— of the ancient Catholick Church. 
ie firſt degree of neceflity is founded on oftenfive cer- 
tainty, and demonſtration, wherein there is no room left 
for Obje#tion. , 

And the Second is founded _ violent preſumption, 


where the Objections on one hand are infuthcient to move, 

-or at leaſt co turn the Ballance, if put in the Scale againſt 
the other, which is weighed down | Mole univerſats Eccle- 
fie | wita the authority of the Univerſal Church. And be- 
caufe this Rule, like others, is not 10 intelligible without 

an Example, I will add ſome FF ances of things, which are 

neceſſary 
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neceſſary to be believed, and pradtifed by every good 
Chriſtian under both theſe Notions of neceflity, that chey 
may be better underſtood. 

According to the Firſt Notion of it, it is neceffary to 
believe, that Teſws Chrif ix the Meflias, and the Son. of 
God, becauſe it is delivered in expres words of Scrip- 
eure. | . 

And according to the Second Notion of it, it is neceſ- 
fary to believe, that he z of tbe [ame ſubſtance with the Fu: 
ther, and equal 'unto him, and -that there are three diſtin, 
and. cacqual Perſons in the God-head, which are all but one 
Gad, becauſe theſe Dodrines, though they are not to be 
found in expreſs words-in the Goſpel, yet they are to be 
colleed from ſeveral places of it, which were always fo 
interpreted by that ancient Catholick Church. 

Again, according to the Firft Notion: of neceſlicy, it is 
neceſſary for all Men to believe the Word of God, whe- 
ther {p en.or written, becauſe natural reaſon teacheth us 
{o to do. 

And according to the Second Notion of it, it is neceffa- 
ry to believe the Books contained in the New Teſtament, 
to be the Word of God; -and no- other ( how Divine, and 
Orthodox, and Ancient foever they may be) becauſe they, . 
and they only have been received for fich by the anciene 
Catholick Church. 

In like manner as to matter of Practice, by the Firſt 
fort of Neceſlity, - it is neceſſary for Chrifians tor aſſemble 
together to Worſhip God, becauſe Reafon, and Scriprate 
plainly teach them 1o to do. haz 
- And by the Second fort it nm? that they fhoult 
aſſemble themſelves periodically to. Worſhip God on 
ny firſt day of the Week, b2caufe the Obſervation 
of the: Lords Day , appears to be a Duty fron: ſeveral 

ces. of the New Teſtament, as they are interpreted to 

is ſence by. the: univerſal, Practice of the-ancient Catho- 

To proceed, according to-the Firſt Notrory of Necefſi- 
ty,, Church-Gavernment is neceffary, | becaufe it is eryoyn- 
ed by the Dictates of Common''rexfon,- and moſt exprets 
eiaces of Scripture. And 
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And according to the Second Notion of it, it is neceſ. 
fary to believe the Books contained in the New Teſtament, 
to be the Word of God, and no other, ( how Divine and 
Orthodox, and Ancient ſoever they may be) becauſe they, 
and they only have been received for fuch by the Ancient 
Catholick Church. 

In like manner as to matter of Practice, by the Firſt 
ſort of Neceflity, it is neceſſary for Chriſtians to aſſemble 
together to Worſhip God, becauſe Reaſon, and Scripture 
plainly teach them ſo to do. 

And by the Second fort it is neceſſary, that they ſhould 
aſſemble themſelves periodically ro Worſhip God on eve- 
ry firſt day of the Week, becauſe the Obſervation of the 
Lords Day, appears to be a Duty from ſeveral places of 
the New Teſtament, as they are interpreted to this 
ſence by the univerſal Practice of the Ancient Catholick 
Church. = 

To proceed, according to the Firſt Notion of Neceflity, 
Church-Governmenr is neceflary, becauſe it is enjoined by 
the Dictates of Common reaſon, and moſt expreſs places 
of Scripture. Vt 

And according to the Second Notion of it, it is neceſſz- 
ry, that the. Church ſhould be governed by Biſhops 
( where they can be had ) diſtingfrom, and Superiour to 

Presbyters, becauſe this Government appears to be inſtituted 
by Chriſt from ſeveral Paſſages of the New Teſtament, as 
they are explained by the uniform Practice of the Primi 
tive Catholick Church. Y 

Furthermore, according to the firſt ſort of 'neceſlity,-.it 
is -neceſlary to adminiſter the Lords Supper, becaulſe' our 

Saviour hath commanded it in expreſs words. 

And according to the Second, which is alſo an indiſpen- 
Jable degree of Neceflity, it is neceſſary to adminiſter it to 
Wemen, though they never were admitted to the Paſover, 
or Paſchal P:ftcenium, which anſwered unto: it, becauſe we 
can prove from ſome probable places of the New Teſta- 
ment, that they were admitted unto it, as thoſe places are 
in equity to be interpreted by the univerſal Practice of the 
Ancient Primitive Church,  - E 
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To conclude, —— to the former Notion of Ne- 
celfity, it is necellary ro _Baptize, becauſe our Lord hach 
commanded it in expreſs words. 

And according to the Second, Ir is in like manner ne 
ceſlary to Baptize Infants, becauſe we can prove their 
Baptiſin from the Scope, and Tenor of the Goſpel, and 
from many Paſlages of it, as they are interpreted accord- 
ing to the Practice of the Ancient Primitive Church. 

Firſt, From the Scope and Tenour of the Goſpel, which 
it is reaſonable to preſume, would extend the Subjet of 
Baptiſm, as far as the Fewijh Church extended the Subject 
both of Circumciſion, and Baptiſm. 

And Secondly, From many Paſſages in the Goſpel, 
whereof I ſhall recite ſome. Except a Man be Born again of 
Water, and of the Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdoms of 
Ged. John 3. 5- Suffer the little Children to come unto nge, and 
forbid them not, fur of ſuch # the Kingdom of God. Maxk 19. 
I4 The three noted places, which forms ns, that the Apoſtles 
baptized whole Houſholds, as of Stephanas, 1 Cor. I, 16. 
Lydia, As 16. 15. and the Jaylor, A#s 16. 33. The Un- 
believing Hmusband is Santtified by th: (| BELIEVING } 
Wife, and the unbelieving Wife is Sanitified by the | BEL IE- 
VING || Hwsband ; elfe, were your Children | Commen, 
o | Unclean, but now they are Holy, 1 Cor. 7. 14. And 
were all Baptized unto Moſes in the Cloud, and in the 
Sea, 1 Cor. 10. 2. 

The requiſite neceflity of Infant-Baptiſm, may be fairly 
concluded from theſe Texts. 

For the Firſt ſeems to make Purgation by Water, and , 


the Spirit equally neceſſary for all : ta» & 7s, unleſs one be _ —_ 
ws agen, OC. dominicz de+ 
n finicionis nifi 
quis naſcatur ex Aqu3 & Spiritu non introibit in Regnum Dei, id eſt, non eric Sanus, 
ita omnis anima uſque eo in Adam cenſerur, donec 1n Chriſto recenſeatur, ramdiu im- 
munda, quamdiu recenſearur. Tertnll. de Animid. cap. 39, 40+ Pro hoc & Eccleſia tra- 


dirionem ſuſcepir ab Apoſtolis etjam parvulis Baptiſmum dare — quia efſent in 


omnibus genuinz ſordes peccati, quz per aquam & ſpirirum ablui deberent. Orig. in Ep. 
ad Rom. |, 5. & in Luc, Hom. 14+ Proprerea Baptizantar 8& parvuli, nifi enim quis rena- 
rus, &'c. Omnes venit [ Chriftus ] per ſemetipſum ſalvare, omnes inquam, qui pzr eum 
renaſcuntxy 10 Dcum Intances paryulos & pueros, '& juyenes, & ſeniores. Irene |. 2+ 
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* Tertullian de From the * Second, it is reaſonable to conclude, the 
Bapr, alt qQul- little Children are capable of Proſelyti/m, or entring i 
dem dominus, . 1. nant after the Fewiſh manner, when they are 


nolite prohi- r | 
———_ "tos ad brought unto it by others. 


me venire. - - an | ; | Ek 
This he ſaith by way of Objelion, which ſhews, that this Text was in his time underſtogd fo 
Infant-Baptiſm, but then becauſe it was his preſent Opinion, that CunCtatio Eapriſmi Przcipue 
circa parvulos was utilior, be anſwers, Veniant dum. adoleſcunt, venianc dum diſcune, 


dum quo veniapt, docentur, 


* Caſſcndr. de Firſt, Becauſe they are declared ® capable of the King. 


Paptilm. In- dom of God. 

54 P _ of And Secondly, Becauſe » ce Original words #2 iv 7g, 

ets: -are the ſame with Tem 3iv, trom whence the Word Proſe 

tiſm. Se&.22, 1yte doth come. | 

28, From the Third, it is reaſonable to conclude, "That they 
Baptized the Children upon the Converſion of the Pz 
rents, after the Cuſtom of the Fewiſh Church. 

Tur. & © From the Fourth, it is reaſonable to believe, That the 

anima c 39, Fad-ral Holineſs of Believers Children makes them Can- 

Hinc enim & * didates for Baptiſm, and gives them a right unto it. 

Apoſtolus ex 

Sanctthicato alcerutro ſexu SanRos procreari ait, tam ex ſeminis prarogativa, quam ex in- 

ſticutionis diſciplini, Caterum , 1nquit , immundi naſcerentur , quaſi defignatos tamen 

lanctitatis, & per hoc ctiam\ ſalutis intclligi volens fidelium filios, ur hujus ſpei pignora, 

Matrimoniis, quz retinenda cenſucrat, patrocinaretur. Alioqui meminerar, 


And the Fifth makes it reaſc na"vle to conclude, from the 
Type to the Antitype, that it the Fews with their Chil- 
dren were umbratically Baptized unto 14/es in the one, 
that Chriſtians and their Intants ſhould be really Baptized 
* Rom.s. Pſal, iN the other. 
* 51:5. Rm. 3, Toall which may be added 4 other Texts, which have 
23, 24+ 793. been alledged. by the Ancicnts boch * before and after the 
| = - — Pe/agian Controverlie, to prove the Paptiſn of Infants nz 
14,15. 705 1, Ccllary, to waſh away their Original Sin, which makes 
4. Vid Vo, them obnoxious to Eternal Death. 
hiſt, Pelag. 1.2. I fay, the requiſite neceftity of Infart-Bapri/m, might be 
part 2. fairly concluded from theſ2 Texts, withour the "Tradition 


be erthte, Of the Ancient Church, though without it, I confebs, it 
could 
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could not be demonſtrated from them, as the Dodtrines of 
the Trinity, and the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt. may. be 
fairly, and ſufficiently proved from thoſe Texts which 
the Orthodox bring for them , without Ancient Tra- 
dition, though without it, they could not be demonſtra- 
ted "_"_ them, becauſe they do not aſſert ic in expres 
Q WOTCGs. 
' But then, as thoſe Texts in Conjunttion with Traditi- 
on, do put thoſe Dodrines out of all reaſonable doubt : 
Sodo the other, which I have cited in Conjund&ion with 
the Practice of the Ancient Church, put the requiſite 
neceflity of Infant-Baptiſm out of Queſtion , becauſe 
| the Church in the next Age unto the Apoſtles, 
| practiced Infant-Baptiſm, as an Apoſtolical Tradi- 
tion, and by conſequence, as an Inſtitution of 
Chriſt. . 
In like manner, as the Intrinſecal Arguments taken 
rom the Style, Sandtity, Dignity, and Efficacy of the 
Holy Scriptures, and the perpetual Analogy, and Con- 
formity of the ſeveral Books contained in them, are by 
themſelves but probable, and no demonſtrative reaſons, 
| that all the Books contained in the Canon, and no other, 
| are the Word of God, but in conjunction with the Teſti- 
| mony, and Authority of the Ancient Catholick Church, 
amount to a Demonſtration : So, though the Texts 
which I have cited, are of themſelves but probable Argu- 
ments for the requiſite neceſlity of Infant-Baptiſm, yer in 
concurrence with ſuch a Comment upon them, as the 
Practice of the next Age unto the Apoltles, and all Ages 
| ſince, from one Genzration to- another, they amount to 
ſuch a demonſtration, as is called in Logick, Demonſtratio 
ducens ad abſurdum, and are a violent Preſumprion, that 
Children ought to be Baptized. I might run on the Pa- 
rallel, as to the other ») o__ of Epiſcopal Government, 
| the admitting of Women to the Communion, and the 
Obſervation of the Lord's day; and therefore let the Ad- 
verſaries of Infant-Baptiſm conſider well with themlelves, 
Whether rejz&ing of it after a Concurrence of ſuch Texts, 
and ſuch a Tradition to cſtabliſh it, they do not teach 
| H 2 others, 
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others, eſpeciall Atheiſts: pure Deifts; and Sabbatizers ; ty 
which 1 may add Scepricks, Secrmzns, and Quakers, a way 


to deny all the reſt. 


Thus much TI have faid concerning the __ neceſſity 
of Infant-Baptiſm, to ſhew that it is not lawful to ſeparate 
from a Church for appointing of Infants to be Baptized, 


when there are ſuch cogent reaſons ariſing from the con- 


currence of Scripture, and Antiquity, to preſume that 
Infant-Baptiſm was an Apoſtolical Tradition, and an In- 
ftication of Chriſt, And I have deſignedly called it a + 


| quif to diſtinguiſh it from an abſolute neceflity, leſt the 


eader ſhould think I were of St. Augn/tm's Opinion, 
who'thought Baptiſm indifpeaſibly neceflary to the Salva- 
tion of Infants, ſo that a Child dying unbaprized, through 
the careleſheſs, or Superſtition of the Parents, or through 


* Poreſt pro- heir miſtaken Belief of the unlawfulneſs of InfantBay- 
inde rec dict tiſm, were infallibly damned. 


Bapriſmo de corpore excuntes in damnatione omnium mitifſima fururos, Multum autem 
fallir, & fallirur, qui eos in damnarione przdicat non fururos, dicente Apoſtolo Judicium 
ex uno delifto ——— Auguſt. de peccar merit.& remi[. contra Pelag, l.1, c.15. Vid.& 
gontra Fulianum Pelag. 1. 5. c. 8+. 


No, TI intendeil noſuch ſevere Concluſion, (becaiſe we 
ought not to tye God to the ſame means, to which he hath 
tied us) but only to ſhew' that the 'Baptiſm of young Chil- 
dren is antecedently neceſfary, and f in any wiſe to be re 


Religim,Arnic, tained in'the Church, as being moſt agreeable with the 


Holy Scripture, the Apoſtolical Practice, and the Inftitu 
'tion of Chriſt. 'And to ſet this way of arguing more 
'home'upon the Conſciences of thoſe, who Diſſent from 
the Church-upon the account of Infant-Baptiſm, Fappeal 
unto.them; Whether Scripture, and Antiquity , ſtanding 
againſt Infant-Baptiſm in the ſame poſture of evidence, 
that they now ſRtand- for (it, it would not be unjuſtifiable 
'for-any. 'fort of Men-to ſeparate: from the Church, for 
-— A wh Infants, as they do ' now for Baptizing ol 

em. 
Ler- us ſuppoſe, for Example, That 'ths Diſciples of 
Etriſt,- inſtead of rebuking thoſe, that bronght little _ 
ren 
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dren unto” him, bad brought them to him themſelves ; 
and he had been much diſpleaſed at them for it, and ſaid, 
Tſaffer not dittle Children $0 come unto me, for the Kingdom of 
a not of fuch : Let us put the caſe, "That two Evange- 
. lifts bad recorded thisſuppolſed Story, and accordingly we 
had been aſſured, by the Wricers of the two next Ages to 
the Apoſtles, that chen there was no Baptizing of Intants, 
and chat the Apoſtles Baptized them nor, and that there 
never was any Church in after Ages which did practiſe 
- Infant-Baptifm : Upon this Suppoltian , I appeal unto 
them, Whether it would not be highly unreaſonable to ſe- 
parate from all the Churches in the World, for not allow- 
ing of Infant-Baptiſm againſt the Concurrence of ſuch a 
Text, to the contrary, and the ſence and practiſe of the 
Cathalick Church. 

The caſe, which I ſuppoſe one way, is the real caſe the 
ther, only with this difference, that the ſuppoſed caſe 
would have but the benefit of one Text, whereas the real 
hath the benefic of many in Canjunction with Tradition ; 
and therefqgre, ſecing there are ſo many Texts, and ſuch a 
cloud of Witneſſes for Infant-Baptiſm, Why ſhould it not 
be looked upon as one of the common Notions of Chrifti- 
anity, like ithe Parallel Doifrines above:mentianed, though it 
be not commanded ( eſpecially when, as I have ſhewed 
there was -no -need of commandling of it ) in expreſs 
Words. 

Lknow the Diſſenters of all ſorts, and eſpecially thoſe, 
for whoſe ſake I, am now writing, are bred, up in great pre- 
qudice, and ſiniſter Suſpicions againſt 'Tragliition, declaim- 
ang againſt it, as very uncertain, and againſt the uſe of it 
as very.derogatory;to the ſufficiency of the Word of God. 
Burt as to the: firſt part of their-Obje&ion againſt the cer- 
 tainty of Tradition, I defixe them to take notice, , that. 
there is a certain, as well as an uncertain; an undoubted, . 
as well, as a pretended Tradition, as there. are. true, certain, , 
anc undoubted, as well as pretended, and uncertain Scrip- 
tures, -and that. there are ſure ways whereby ingenious, and 
-inquiſitive:Men, . may fatistie themſclves,,which.is one, and 
which is the other. ” 

S. 
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The way then to find out true and undoubted Traditi- 
* Adverſ. He- On, as * Vincentins Lirinenſis teacheth, is to try it by theſe- 
ref. C. 3} three Teſts. Univerſality, Antiquity, and Conſent. 
Firſt, By Univerſality, If all the Churches, whereſoevyer 
diſperſed, or how different ſoever in their Languages, and 
Cuſtoms, do believe or practice ftich a Dodtrine. 
Secondly, Antiquity, If what all the Churches all the 
World over doth ſo believe or practice, was no innovation, 
but Believed, and Practiced in the Ages next to the Apo- 
{tles,- when ſuch Fathers governed the Churches, or fuch 
' Famous Men lived in them, as knew the Apoſtles, and 
' converſed with them, or lived near unto thoſe, or with 
thoſe Apoſtolical Men, who 1ſo knew them, or converſed 
with them, or lived near unto them. 
Thirdly, Conſent, If it appear that ſuch a Dorine was 
the conſentient belief or practice of all the Fathers in 
- thoſe Ages, or of all except a very few, who had no pro- 
portion to the reſt. 
To which I will add, Firſt, That this Tradition muſt 
be written, and not Oral. And . 
Secondly, That it muſt be proved in every Age from 
' Books that were writtenin it, and whoſe Authors, whether 
under their own, or under borrowed Names, had no in- 
tereſt to write 1o. | 
And therefore, though the Teſtimonies for Infant-Bap- 
*L. 5. C19: tiſm in the Conſtitutions, going under the name of * Cle- 
PefiCeTt, 5. mens Romanns, and the Book of Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, 
uu Te vnma., . _. CEE: : 
Baptize bearing the name of © Diony/ius the Areopagite, are of no 
your Infants, authority as 'to'the firſt Century, when St. Clement, and 
educate them St, Denzs lived ; yer they are moſt excellent authorities for 
- Juggs the third, and fourth Century, when they were written, 
—_— of becauſe they had no intereſt ro write for Infant-Bapriſm. 
God, for Jairh The hike; I may ſay, of the Teſtimony which the Þ Ancient 
our Lord, Sut- my 4 
fer little Children to come unto. me, and forbid them not. * C, 5* Where arguing for In- 
fant-Baptiſm,, he ſaith, Of this we ſay the ſame things, which our Divine Miniſters of Holy 
things inſtrued by Divine Tradition brought down to us, * Queſt. & reſpon, 56. Where, he 
ſaith, That there #s thu difference betwixt Baptized, and unbaptized Infants, that Baptized In- 
fant; enjoy the good things of Baptiſm, which thoſe, that are nat .Baptized da nat enjoy, and that 
they enjoy them by the Faith of thoſe, who offer them to Baptiſm, 


and 
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and Judicious Author of the Anſwers to the Orthodox concer- 

ning ſome Caeffions ives of -IntantrBaptiſm, it is. of no au- 

thority, as. for the {cond Century, when Fuſtin Marryr 

whoſe name ie ears, flouriſhed, -bat being a bihatoralſed 

writer, .it is of excellent authorizy. tor the-third, when it 

was Written. £4 
So- much for the 7e# whereby to try certain, and un- 

doubted from uncertain and doubted Tradition, and hap» 

py had- it been for the, Church of God, it. all. Writers at 

the beginning of 'the Reformation; had made this diſtin- 

Rion, and nat written -10,, as many of them. have done, 

againſt all Tradition without any diſcrimination; whereas 

Traditjgn, as I have here ſtated-it, is not only an harm- 

I$thing, butin-many caſes very uſeful and neceſſary for 

the Church. It was by Tradition: in. this. ſence, . that the 

Catholicks, or Orthodox defended themſelves in the fourth 

Ceritury againlt the Ar:ians, and the Church of A4fick 

againſt the Donatiſts, and the Proteſtants defend themſelves, 

as to the Scripture-Canon, and many other things againſt 

the-Innovations of the Pajits And therefore, in anſwer 

to the Second. part of their Objection againſt Tradition, 

as detracting from the Sufficiency of the Scriptures, I muſt 

remind ttiem, that the Scriptures, whoſe ſufficiency we 

admire, as well as they, cannot be proved to be the Word 

-of God without Tradition, and that though they are ſuf- 

ficient, where they are underſtood to determine any Con- 

troverſic, yet to the right underſtanding, and interpreta- 

tion of them in many points, Tradition is as requiſite, as 

the * practice of the Courts is to underſtand the Baoks of * Lex carrie 

the Law. | | —_ —_— 
- This is fo tre, that the Anabapriſts themſelves cannot 

defeng the Baptijzing of ſuch grown Perſons, as were born, 

and bred in the Church merely from che, Scripcures, in 

which the very Inſticution of Baptiſm hath. a ſpecial re- 

gard -unto Proſelytes, who from Fudai/m; or G:ntili/m, 

would come over unto the Chriſtian Faith. Accordingly 

they cannot produce one Precept, or. Example ior Baj c- 

Zing, of ſuch 4 were born of Chriſtian Parents in all the 

New. Teſtament, but all che Baptized Perſons we read 1f 


g 
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in it, were Jews, br Gentiles ; and therefore they cannot 
defend themſelves againſt the Quakers, { who for this, and 
other Reaſons, have quite laid *afide pdt] wichout 
an or 3. enedahig rg of can 
eſt. TV. Wherber it be a Duty incumbent upon Chrift; 
_— to bring their as Ba wary _ 
'To ſtate this Coteus aright, I muft proceed in the 
me order, that I did upon the'laſt. 
Firft, In argaing from the bare lawfalneſs, and allow- 
abkeneſs of Infant-Baptiſin. A 
And Secondly, From the neceflity thereof.';,. - .* 
As to the lawtfulneſs of it, I have already fhewn u 
the laſt Queſtion, That there is no neceffiry of having a 
\Command, 'or Example for to juſtitie* the practice of Jos 
fant-Tnitiatiort ; bat ir is fufficient, that 'it is not forbidden 
to make it tawfal, and allowable under the Goſpel. Nay, 
T have ſhewed upon the Second Queſtion, that of the two, 
there is more reaſon that Chriſtians ſhould have had an ex- 
eſs command to leave off,or lay down the practice of In- 
fant-Initttation,becauſe it was commanded by Godin Infant- 
Circumciſion, and approved by him in Infant-Baptiſm 
{ which the Fewijſh Church added to Infant-Circumciſion) 
under the Legal State. Commands are uſually given for 
the beginning of the prattice of ſomething, which was 
never In practice before ; but to juſtifie the continuation of 
an anciently inftituted, or anciently received practice, it 
is fufficient, that the Power, which inſtituted, or approved 
it, do not conntermand, or forbid it : and this, as I have 
ſhewn, being the caſe of Infants-Initiation, the Initiation 
of them by Baptiſm under the Goſpel,@muſt at leaſt be 
lawful and allowable, and if it be ſo, then Parents, and 
Pro-parents are bormd in Conſcience to bring them unto 
Bapriſr in Obedience unto the Orders of the Church. 
For the Church is a Society of a People in Covenant with 
God, and in this Society, as in all others there are Supert 
ors, and in Inferiors, fome that muſt Order, and ſome that 
muſt obſerve. Orders, fome that muſt Command, and fome 
that maſt Obey ; and rhercfore, if the Catholick Church, 
or any Member of it commands her "Children to obſerve 
any 
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any lawful thing, they are bound by the Common-Laws 

of all Government, 'and by the, Precepts in the Goſpel, 

which regard Eccleſiaſtical Order and Diſcipline, to ob- 

ſerve her Commands. Obey them (faith the * Apoſtle ) » 4, 2. 19. 

who have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelwes unto them, 

for they watch for your Souls A we read that + AZ. 15.4. 
iti 


St. t Paul, as he went through the Grecian Cities delivered 
the Chriftians the Decrees, which the Apoſtles had made 
at Feruſalem, to keep ; but I think, I need not ſpend more 
time in the Proof of a ung, which all Diffenters will 
grant me, for though they differ from us, as to the Subject 
of pure Eccleſiaſtical Power, yet they all agree, that there 
is ſuch a Power, and that all lawful Commands proceeding 
from it, ought to be Obey'd. 

Wherefore, if Infants are not uncapable of Baptiſmal 

Initiation,” as is proved under the firſt Queſtion, nor ex- 
cluded from it by Chriſt, as is proved under the Second ; 
but on the contrary, there are very good Reaſons to pre- 
ime, that Chrilt ac leaſt allowed them the benefit and ho- 
nour of Baptiſm, as well as grown Perſons : then the Or- 
dinance of any Church to Baptize them muſt needs lay 
arObligation of Obedience upon the Conſciences of Pa- 
rents, and Pro-parents, who live within the Pale of it, be- 
cauſe the matter of that Ordinance is a thing not forbid- 
den, but at leaſt, allowed by Jeſus Chrilt. 
But becauſe-People, when the are once ſatisfied with the 
lwfulneſs, are wont, eſpecially in Church-matters, to en- 
- quire into the expediency of their Superiors Commands, 
and to- obey them with moſt Chearfulnefs, and Sarisfa&i- 
on, when they know they have good reaſons for what 
theyordain ; therefore, leaſt. any one whom perhaps I 
may have-convinced of the bare lawfulneſs-of 'Infant-Bap- 
tiſm;; ſhould doubt of the expediency of it, and upon that 
.account be leſs ready to comply, I will here proceed to 
juſtiti2 ch practice of che Church in this Particular ; by 
ſhewing ' 

Fitſt,” That: Baptiſmal-Iniciation is very beneicial and 
profitable tor Intancs. ' 


And 


1 


63 


64 


* Zudges 13. 
"TP 


Of Infant-Baptiſm. 


And »Secondly , That the Baptizing of them condy- 
ceth very much to the well-being and edification of the 
Church. 1 

Firſt then, Baptiſmal-Initiation is very beneficial and 
profitable for Infants, becauſe they are capable of the Be. 


; nefits, and Priviledges of Baptiſm. 


This I ſhewed in general before, under the firſt Queſtj- 
on, and now LI will ſhew it in a more particular manner of 
Induction, by inſiſting upon the ſeveral Ends, for which 
Baptiſm was ordained. 

Firft then Baptiſm was ordained, That -the Baptized 
Perſon might be thereby ſolemnly conſecrated unto God, 
and dedicated to his Service, and I hope I need not proye, 
that Children are capable of this benefit ; ſince Fewiſh by 
fans were Conſecrated to. God by Circumciſion ; and the 
Scripture tells us, that * Sampſon was a Nazarite {rom the 
Womb, and that Samuel from the. time of his Weaning, 
was dedicated unto the Lord. 

Secondly Baptiſm was ordained, That. the, Baptized 
Perſon might be made a Member of Chriſt's Myttical Bo- 
dy, which & the Holy Catholick Church. Fhisis a great, 
and honourable Privitedge, and no Man can deny, but 
Infants are as capable of it under the New, as they were 
under the Old, Teſtament. Nay, fo far are they fron be- 
ing under any Natural Incapactty, as to Church-Member: 
ſhip, that they ;are, ordinaril rn free ,of Kingdoms, 
Cities, and Companies:;' and - therefore, why any, Man 
ſhould think it not-{o proper for the Church-Chriltian to 
be as indulgent to thera, as the. Feweſh Church was, and 
Civil-Socicties uſually are, I profets I cannot tell, 

Thizdly it -was ordained ,: That the Baptized, Perſon 
might by that - Solemniry; paſs from a State: of Na- 
ture, wherein. he was a- Child of Wrath, into--# State 
5 Rogen or Grace, wherein he becomes a Child of 

od. 

For by our Firſt Birth we are all Children of Wrath. 

Bur by our Second Birth in Baptiſm, we are made Chil- 
dren of God: And why it ſhould be fo impraper fora 
Child to pals in this ſolemn manner from one Spiritual, 4 
we 
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well, as from one —__ State to another, or be So- 
lemnly Adopted by God, as well as Man, or 
ly, Why a Child may not be Adopted under the 
Goſpel, as well, as under the Law ? I am confident, thoſe 
who are willing to defer the Baptiſm of Infants, would be 
uzzled to give any rational account. 
In the Fourth place, Baptiſm was inſtituted for a Sigh 
to Seal unto Baptized Perſons the pardon of their Sins, 
and to confer upon them a Right of Inheritance unto 
Everlaſting Life ; but Baptiſm hath this Effe&t upon In- 
fants, as well as upon adtiltt Perfons, for it waſhes them 
clean from * Original, as it doth Men, and Women both * De hoc etia 
from Actual and Original Sin. I fay, it waſhes them clean Pvid dixiſſe 
from Original Sin, and feals the Pardoa of it, and the af wy wg ” 
furance of God's favour unto them, and being cleanſed by a phaurn 
the waſhing of Regeneration from the guilt of that natu- me matey mea, 
ral vitioſity which they derived from Adam, and which pro hoc & Ec- 
made them obnoxious to the diſpleaſure of God , they clefia ab Apo- 
w . 2 . ſtolis rradirio- 
become reconciled unto him, and acquire as certain a ,.m ſulcepit, 
Right to Eternal Life, upon their juſtification, as any etiam parvulis 
atual Believer in the Word, I cannot deny, but they Baptiſmum 
may be faved without B: IT by the extraordinary, and 9are. Scievant 
uncovenanted Mercics of God, and ſo may aRtual Betic- £9, qui 
vers, who die unbaptized, if they did not contemn Bap- rum —_— 
tilm; but then the hopes which we ought to have of Gods commilla ſunr 
Mercy, in extraordinary Cafes, ought not to make us divinorum, | 
le& regardfut of his fure, ordinary, and covenanted Mer- efſent 10 


- . h omnibus ge- 
cies, and the appointed means, unto which they are an ging Ro 


nexed, peccati, que 

per aquam & 
ſpirirum ablui deberent. Origen. in Ep. ad Louf, L. 5. 1 dog 54 Adtu non mirror bs 
Concra Celfum 1. 4. Quanto magts prohiberi non debet Infans, qui reccus natus nihil 
percavir, nift quoi ſecundum Adam carnalicer natus contagium mortis antiquz primi Na- 
tifitare contraxit. Cyprian. in Ep. ad Fidum. Thoſe that would ſee more Tejtimnies out of 
the Ancients about Original Sm, before the time of the Pelagian Controverſie, may conſult Irc- 
nzus L. 4. cap. g. l. 5. cap. 15. |, 3. cap. 20. L. 5. cap. 14.17, 21. and many ne cited out 
of Juſt. Marr. in Dial cam Tryph. Tatianus his Scholar, Arhanafius, (9c. by Volſuus in bis 
Hiſt. Pelag, l. 2. part 1. Th, 6, Vid, Can, Concil. Carrhag, 112. 


Burt in the Fifth place, Bapiiſ.n was ordained, That be- 
ing admitted into the Covenant, and ingrafted int» Chriſt's 
I 2 Pody, 


” Heb. 6. . : 
Kana?) by fi mination, Grace, and Uni#ion ; and we need not doubt, but 


To To As]o9v 
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Body, we might acquire a preſent Right unte all the Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, and parcicularly unto the promites of - 
the Spirit, which is ſo ready to afliſt Initiated Perſons, that 
it will deſcend in its influences upon them at the time of 
their Initiation in fuch a manner, and meaſure, as they 
are capable thereof. 

This the Primitive Chriſtians found by experience to be 
ſo true, that they called Baptiſm, by the names of * Iu- 


they talked, as they felr ; and for this reaſon, they Bap- 


ewnu2, tized Infants, becauſe they knew that they acquired a 
wor age Right unto the ſame Spirit by Baptiſm, who would be 
Ser raa3:8p, fure to preſide, and watch over them, and act upon their 
xder owe, Souls according to the meaſure of their capacity , and 
Be#1owe , prevent them in their very firſt doings with his gracious 
xls I * tay 

por. Naziant. Wherefore, though it ſhould be granted, that the Holy 
Orat. 4 Ghoſt cannor be actually conferred upon Infants in Bap- 


+vid.Cypriani tifm, by reaſon of their natural incapacity ( as Anabapriſts 
Ep. 1. ad DO- ,.\ſhly aſfert) yet the Baptizing of them is not fruſtrane 
eons ous, as to this great End of Baptiſm, becauſe they thereby 
acquire an actual Antecedent Right to the Afliſtances, 
and Illuminations of the Holy Spirit, which they ſhall re- 
ceive, as ſoon, and as faſt, as their natural incapacity re- 
moves. | 
This diſtin&ion betwixt having the Spirit, and having a 
Right unto the Spirit, holds not only in Infant-Baptiſm, 
but in the Baptiſmof Hypocrites, and ſecret Sinners, who 
by ſubmitring unto the Ordinances of Baptiſm acquire an 
actual Antecedent Right unto the Spirit, although they 
are in a moral incapacity of receiving the Graces of it, 
till their Hypocriſie 1s removed. Nevertheleſs, their Bap- 
riſm is not ineffectual as to this. End, but is a means of con- 
terring the Holy Ghoſt upon them without re-baptization, 
becauſe though they cannot receive it at the moment of 
their Baptiſm, by reaſon of their Hypocriſte, as ſincere Pe 
nitents do, in whom there is no ſuch Moral Impediment ; 
yet by virtue of it, they will be ſure to: receive it after- 
wards, as ſoon, as they ſhall in any degree become capable 
thereof. Thoſe 
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Thoſe are the Bleflings, and Benefits, conſequent up- 
on Baptiſm by. God's appointmene , of which Infants 
are as capable, as actual Believers, and let any Imparrial 
Man judge, Whether it is more tor their benefit, that this 
manifold _— in them ſhould be actually anfwered by 
the timely Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, or that, it ſhould 
lay void and unſatisfied, till they came to years of Dif 
cretion ? Which is beſt for a Child that hath the Evil, to 
be Touched tor it, while he is a Child, or to wait till he is 
of ſufficient Age to be ſenſible of the Benefit ? Or to make 
one Compariſon more, which would be beſt for a Tray- 
tors Child, to be preſently reſtored to his Blood, and 
and Eſtate, and his Princes Favour, or to be kept in a meer 
capacity of being reſtored till he was a Man ? 

t beſides theſe Benefits which are conſequent upon 
Baptiſm by God's appointment, there is another no leſs 
profitable to young Children, which will juſtifie the pra- 
aice of Infant-Initiation, and that is to have ſuch an early 
pre-engagement laid upon them, which without the high- 
eſt Baſeneſs can Ingratitude, they cannot afterwards re- 
trat, No Perſon of common Ingenuity, who hath any. 
ſence of honour, or any tolerable degree of Conſcience 
within him, can without ſhame and horrour break thoſe 
Sacred Bonds aſunder, by which he was bound to God, in 
his Infancy, when he comes to Years of underſtanding ; 
but on the contrary, will think himſelf in Honour, and 
Gratitude, bound to own, and ſtand to the Obligation, 
which he then contracted, when he was graciouſly admit- 
ted to ſo many Bleflings and Privileges, before he could 
do - thing himſelf towards the obtaining of them, or 
underſtand his own good. It would _ a Perſon to be 
of a very ill nature, and untoward Diſpoſition to break 
ſuch folemn Faderal Vows, and therefore, we ſee that 
Children generally do readily take upon themlelves their 
Baptiſmal Obligations, when they come to the ule of rea- 
fon, whereas were they left alone, to their own Freedom, 
when they would be Baptized, they would be apt to put 
itoff from time to time, through the averſneſs that the 
corrupt nature of Man hath to ſuch ſtri&, and Spiritual 
Engage- 
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Engagements, and in ſuch a State of Liberty, as this, 
Men would necd, as many, and as earneſt Exhortations 
unto Baptilm, as unto the Lord's Supper ; and in ſuch an 
Age, as ours is at leaſt, relu& as much to come unto 

as we ſee by experience they do unto this. Wherefore, 
upon Suppolicion that Chrift doth but allow Children to 
be brought unto him in Baptiſm, The Wiſdom of the 
Church 1s highly to be applauded for bringing them under 
fuch an carly, and beneficial pre-engagement, and not 
leaving them to their own liberty at tuch years, when 
Fleſh, and Blood, would be apt to find our fo —_ Shitts, 
and Excuſes, and make them regret to be Baptized. 

And therefore in the Second place, as the Baptiſm of 
Infants is very Beneficial, and profitable unto them : Soi 
conduceth very much to the well-being, and edification of 
the Church, in preventing thofe Scandalous and Shametal 
delays of Baptiſm, which grown Perſons orherwite would 
be apt to make, putting of it off cill che time of ſome 
great ſickneſs, as many were wont to do in the third and 
fourth Century, when being not Baptized in their I» 
tancy, they did ordinarily receive. Baptifm, as Papifs 
now receive extream Un&zo, when they were ready to 
expire. 

For, as it is ufual now for Perfons to defer the receiving 
of the Lord's Supper, for fear of Damnation, miſtaki 
the Apoſtle, where he ſaich, He that Eaterh and Drink 
unworthily, Eateth, and. Drinketh Damnation to himſelf : 
in thoſe Ages it was uſual for Perſons to defer their own, 

* Dy. Caves 4nd their Childrens Baptifm out of a * kind of Novatian 
Prim.Chriſti- Principle, for fear that if they fell into Sin after Baptiſm 
an, part 1, ch. there would be no place for Repentance; miſtaking that 
10. 4Mz g:Cn place of the Apolile, where 'ris ſaid, that if they, who 
Nap Hfns 79 ere once enlighined | i. e. Baptized | fall away, it « impoſt 
Creghiazianz: ble to renew them again unto Repentance. 


Orat.40.P 647 

& 94 Led mundus rarſus delinquir, quo male comparetur diluvio, iraque igni deſtins- 
rur, ficur & homo, qui poſt Baptiſmum delifta reſtuurat; Tertull, de Baptiſmo. *As 4 
E124 gi'0! 75 © puozas Nuh 6s duupnar ter tdie Terr agss TW jew mNyY" 
Noerics Cogdyw. Greg. Nyſkn de Bapuiliuo. 
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Parents out O 
came to be Men and Women, put the doing of it off for 


ſeveral Reaſons, and Pretences, which we learn out of the 


Writers of thoſe times. 

Some deferred it out of Worldly Love, and a Carnal 
loathne(s to renounce their ſinful Pleaſures, and take upon 
them the Yoke of Chriſt. Some put it off pretending 
want of leifure through multitude of worldly buſineſs; 
others our of lazineſs, and careleſs negligence. Others 


were wont to plead the inſufficiency of their knowledge, See My, wal- 
others the inconveniency of the preſent time ; others ker's Excellent 


would not be Baptized, but at ſuch a time, or in ſuch a hier wr 
_ rearije Ne 
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as ſuch a City, or ſuch a River, or by fuch a P 
- or in ſuch a Company. Some would put it off uyon 
a pretence of not having fic or ſuch Relations wo ng 
would decline it upon the account of ſome ſmall 
Expences, that attended it ; others becauſe they relucted 
w confels 'their Sins, others becauſe. they favoured not 
heDodrine of the Holy Trinity, or to comply with the 
frians ; Jome becauſe they would imitate the Example of 
Ofirft, who was not Baptized Hill the 3orb Year of his 
gs, and fome out of fear of Perſecution. 
is happened formerly to the great;ſhame, and diſ- 


Now the Ba _ge Children being deferred by their 
this Superſticious fear, they, when they 
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honour of the Chriſtian Religion, though the * Fathers * Gregor. Na- 
_—_— vehemently Wrote, and Preached againſt ic ; tian. Greg, 
Q tn 


efote, upon ry peer of the hare lawfulneſs, or 
ndifferency of Infant-Baptiſm, I cannot but approve the 
Wiſdom,' and Prudence of thoſe Churches, which ap- 
__ becauſe the practice of it doth prevent ſuch ſhame- 

, and {eandalous Neglets of 'Baptiſm, which to the 
great prejudice of Chrittianity,,.as Experignce. hath taught 
uw, would otherwiſe arile'in the Church. 

Thus much upon enquiry into the lawtfulnefs, and ex- 
pediency of Tntant-Bapcifm , ro ſhew Chriſtian Parents 
what an indifþenfable Obligation lies upon their Conſci- 
ences to'bring their. Children to. be Baptized in Obedience 
to the Church, which hath appointed Infant-Baprifin ; 
but then. if Infant-Baptiſm be not only necellary becauſe 
the 


Nyſſ. and 
St, Baſil. 
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the Church hath appointed it, but the Church hath ap. 
pointed it becauſe it 15 neceſſary, and in any wile to be re- 
tained, then this Antecedent ſort of neceffiry doth yer lay 
a {tronger Obligation upon the Conſciences of Parents to 
initiate their Children as being moſt agreeable to the 
practice of the Apoſtles, and the Intention, and Will of 
Chritt. 

Firſt, As being molt agreeable to the practice of the 
Apoſtles, who it is highly to be preſumed, authorized the 
practice of Infant-Baptiſm, becauſe, it was practiſed in 
the next Age unto them. 

And Secondly, As being moſt agreeable to the Intenti- 
on, and Will of Chriſt, who it is to be preſumed would 
have forbidden, and countermanded the Fewiſh practice 
of initiating Infants, if he had not had a mind. they 
ſhould be Baprized. 

Wherefore * his very not repealing of that practice, is a 

* Nam quum ſufficient Demonſtration, that it was his pleaſure it ſhould 
pzdo-Bapriſ- > continued ; it was the practice of the Fewiſh Church 


fa Jodaict > betore he came,and the practice of the Church Chriſtian not 


admiſſione : 

Proſelytorum ita fuit notus, ufitatus, & frequens, ut nihil fere notius, uficatius, & ffe- 
quentius, non opus erar, ur aliquo przcepto roboraretur. Nam Chriſtus Baptiſmum in ma- 
nus ſuasatque in uſum Evangelicum ſuſcepir, qualem invenir, hoc ſoldm addito, quod ad 
digniorem finem atque largiorem uſum promoverit. Novir ſatis gens univerſa parvulos foli- 
tos Baptizari”, Illud przcepto opus non habuit, quod Commun uſu ſemper invaluerat. Si 
prodirer jam ediQum regale in hzc verba: Recipiat ſe unuſquiſque die dominico ad publi- 
cum conventum in Ecclef14, inſaniet cert ille, quicunque olim hinc argueret non cele- 
brandas effe die dominico in publicis conventibus preces, conciones, Pſalmodias, eo quod 
nulla in edi&o de lis mentio. Nam cavit editum de celebratione diei dominicz in publi- 
cis convyentibus in genere, de particularibus autem divini culrfis ſpeciebus ibidem cele- 
brandis non opus erat, ut efſer mentio, cumiſtz ante datum ediftum, & cum daretur,fem- 
per, & ubique notz efſent, & in uſu athduo. , Ipfifſimo hoc modo res ſe habuic cum Bap» 
tiſmo, Chriſtus cam inſtitujr in Sacramentum Evangelicum, quo in profeſſionem Evat- 
gclii omncs admirterentur, ut olim in Profelytiſmum ad Religionem Judajcum. Particu- 
laris ev ſpectantia modus ſcilicer Baptizandi zras Baptizanda, ſexus Baprizandus, gc. re- 
gula & definitione opus non habuerunt, eo quod hzc vel lippis & renſoribus nora erant ex 
communi uſu, E coatra crgo plana & apercd prohibitione opus erat, ut Iofantes & par- 


vuli non FavtiZarentur, f1 cos Baptizandos nollet ſervator. —— $1 aboleri iſtam, conſue- 
tudinem vellcr Chriſtus aperte prohibuif.er./ * Silentrum ergo ejus & Scripturz pxdo-bap- 
tiſmum firmat, & -propagat. Lightfoot Ho# Hebraite in Marth, 3. 6: 


| 


long | 
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long after he departed, and we find: the praQice of it in 
the one, harmomouſly anfwering tothe practice of it in 
the other ; and theretore what was before, and what was 
after this time, we may well preſume, was continued in 
the interim during the cime of the Apoſtles, as his preſu- 
med Will and Intention, who- never did, or ſpoke any 
thing, that can reaſonably be interpreted, that he would 
have the Fewiſh cuſtom of admitting Infants into the 
Church, laid atide ; and therefore, his ſilence, and the fi- 
lence of the Scriptures, are ſo far from being Arguments 
_ Infant-Baptiſm , that conſidering the Antecedent 
of 1t, they are very ftrong Prefumptions for it, 
as the Learned Author in the Margin foregoing doth ex- 
cdlently prove. 

To this purpoſe alfo, have I diſcourſed above, upon the 
Scond and Third Queſtions; and: therefore if Chrift in 
the Reformation of the Church, from the Law into the 
Goſpel, did not repeal the Ancient practice of Infant-Bap- 
tiſm, but left Baptiſm to be adminiftred in the ſame Lati- 
tude, as before his time, then it muſt needs -be concfuded, 
that there lies the fame Obligation upon Parents ( ab- 
facing from the Commands of the Church ) to: defire 
Baptiſm for their Children, as for grown Proſelytes to de- 
fre it for themſelyes. 

For what authority foever enacts any thing concerni 
Children, or Perſons under the years of diſcretion, dot 
hy at leaſt an'implicite Obligation _ Parents, and Pro- 

rents to ſee that act be | drm if for Example, an 
A of Parliament ſhould be made, that all Perſons what- 
ſdever, Men, Wornen, and Children, ſhould pay ſo much 
an Head unto; the King, the AR,. by the nature of it, 
world oblige Parents, and Pro-parents, to pay for their 
Children, and the Minors itr their cuſtody, as well as for 
themſelves. Or, if in the time of a' general Contagion, 
the Supream Power ſhould command, that all Men, Wo- 
men, and' Children, ſhould every Morning take ſuch an 
Antidote, that Command would oblige Parents to give it 
unto their Children, as well; as to take'it themſelves. Juſt 
ſo the Ordinarice of i. 5 Ka or _— 

Y 
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by our Saviour in its ancient Latitude for Children, ay 
well, as grown Perſons, it muſt needs ay an Obligation 
upon Parents, and Pro-parents to bring them to the Holy 
Sacrrament, otherwiſe the Divine Inſtitution would jn 
part be made void, and fruſtrated of the Ends for which 
it was inſtituted, as if it did not alſo lay an Obligation y 
on Adult Perſons to offer themſelves unto the Holy Sacra 
ment, it would be of no force at all. 

To ſum up all in ſhort. When our Lord firſt appointed 
Bapriſm, als alterwards ſaid, Go, and Proſelyte all Nations, 
Baptizing them, &c. cither he intended that Children 
ſhould be Baptized, as well as Grown Profelytes, or he 
did nor; if he did not intend they ſhould be Baptized, 
Why did he not plainly diſcover that Intention ? Nay, 
Why, did he not plainly forbid them to be Baptized, as 
they were wont to be, but if he intended they ſhould be 
Baptized according to the ancient cuſtom in the Fewiſ 
Church, Parents are as much bound to offer them unto 
Baptiſm, as Adult Believers, Men and Women, are bound 
to offer themſelves. | | 

'What I have here ſaid about the Obligation, which lies 
upon Parents to bring their Children unto Baptiſm, con- 
cerns all Pro-parents to whoſe care Children are committed, 
as Guardians , Tutors, and Church-IWardens ; and leſt any 
ſhould ask, as ſome Sceptically do, at What time they are 
bound to bring them unto Baptiſm ? As ſoon, ,as they are born, 
or the next day after, or when ? I aniwer, by ſhewing the 
impercinency of that Queſtion, in reference to Grown 
Believers thus : hen muſt a Believing Man, or Woman he 
Baptized? As ſoon as he Believes, or the next day after, or when? 
And truly the Anſwer isthe ſame to both Queſtions, at an 
time, the Goſpel indulging a diſcretional Latitude in bot 
Caſes, and only forbidding the wilful negle& of the Or- 
dinance, and all unreaſonable, and needleſs delays thereof. 

Queſt. V. Fhether it s lawful to Communicate with Belic 

vers, who were only Baptized i their Infancy ? 

The ſtating of this, depends upon what I have ſaid up- 
on the Se:ond, and Third Queſtions, to prove, That In: 
fams are capable Subjefts -M Baptiſm, and that it is lawful to 

Baring 
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Baptize them ;, and if I have not erred, as I hope I have 
not, in thoſe two Determinations, then the Baptiſm of In- 
fants is lawful, and valid, and if the Baptiſm of -them be 
lawful, and- valid , then ic cannot be unlawful to Commu- 
nicate with them, when they: come to be Men, and Wo- 
men. 

Accordingly, it never entred into the Heart of any of 
the ancient Chriſtians to refuſe Communion with grown 
Believers, who had been Baptized in their Infancy, whe- 
ther they were Baptized in perfect health, as Children 'moſt 
commonly were;' of only. in danger of Death; as the 
Children of thoſe Novatian kind of Parents above menti- 
oned always were, who were ſo far from thinking Þfant- 
Baptiſm a Nullity, or Corruption of Baptiſm, that they 
thought it neceſlary for theny int eaſe- of 'apparent- danger, 
and durſt not let them. die'un-baprized;. © 1- | 

Some others deferred the : Baptizing' of their Children, 
becauſe they thought them too weak to endure the Severi- 
ties of the Trine immerſion ; and others, perhaps, accor- 
ding to the private Opinion: of 2 Tertwlian and Þ Nazian- *De Baprilmo, 
zen, thought is more conyenient to delay the Baptizing of 518: Alt.qui- 
them till they were capable of being Carechized, between nolice illos ” 
Three, and Four years old, but ſtill this delay of Baptiſm prohibere ad 
ſuppoſed their continuing in health, but in caſe of danger me venire, ve- 
they thoughe it © neceſſary to Baptize them, and if they Jam <180 - 
ſurvived the danger, looked upon them as lawfully, and —_ - w _ 
validly Baptized. Gum diſcunr, 

| n um, quo ve» 

man, docentur. b Tlzet 9 7% a wy di how Tau Thu TeTIAN araudvasla, , 
uns TET%, 1 \afp Tere ( iving. ; axe(Cou i} wuorev, x; mes wt ovale, & x; wi 
amwle TeXias, dx i TT ule ) wws didlo t) uras, x, Eoudle Ti wodnu 
uvrneleo 7 Treid ow Orat, 409. © Ti d! av cims mes oh Fn Vimia! —— 1X) T4073 
BariLopdu 3 miruNe amp T5 feet xird ory. Kpdicow jagy avar irs dad ven, i 
emAItly bTQEZH RL, X) THER, 


Theſe were all the Pleas we read of for deferring the 
Baptiſm of Infants among the Ancients, who never urged 
this for one, that Infant-Baptiſm was unlawful, or invalid. 
No, They never argued againſt it from the want of thoſe 
prerequiſite Conditions in RE which Chriſt, and 

> 3 the 
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the Apoſtles required in Adult Proſelytes, nor from the 
want of Precept, and Example for it in the New Tefts- 
ment, but {o underſtood the Scriptures, as-to think it as 
lawful, and warrantable as the Baptiſm of grown Belie- 
vers, and neceſlary in caſe of danger; and juſt fo did 
thofe, who deferred their Baptiſm, for tear of ſinning af- 
ter it, think the Baptiſm of and Women only neceſ 
ay the laſt extremity, in apparent danger of Death, 

t then if 'the ordinary practice of Intant-Baptiſm he 
not ot y Snldl, and yalid, but- alſo necellary, as appear- 
ing moſt agreeable tothe: preſumed Will of Chrift, who 
did not countermand the ice of it, and moſt confor- 
mable to the pragice of the Apoſtles, as can be proved 
from the practice of the very next Age unto them ; then 
it muſt not only belawful to Communicate with Believers, 
who were Baptized in their Infancy, but an exceeding 

eat Sim; and. Preſumption to refule Communion with 
hem upon that account. 

In a word, If ifavt-Baptiſo be not only lawful, but 
neceſſary, what. a grievous, and provoking Sin, muſt it 
needs he, to difawn thoſs for Members of Chrift's Body, 
whom he owns to-bs ſuch? But if it be neither, as Ay: 
baptiſts vainly pretend, then there hath nor- been a true 
C urch upon the Face of the Earth, for Eleven hundred 
Years, nor a Church, for above Fifteen hundred, with 
which a true Chriſtian could Communicate without Sin. 

This is a very abſurd, and dreadful confequence, and 
inconſiſtent with the purity of the Apaſtolical Ages, while 
the Church was fo full of Saints, Martyrs, and Miracles, 
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CONCLUSTON. 


Lthough in the management of this Controverſie 
A againſt the Anabapriſts, I have endeavoured fo to 
ſtare the Caſe of rm ng as to obviate, or 
anſwer all the Conſiderable Pleas, and Material 
ObjeRtions, which they are wont to make againſt ir; yer 
there are two of their Objedions, of which I have yet 
taken no notice, thinking it better, that I might avoid te- 
diortfneſls, and confuſion in determining upon the prece- 
ding Queſtions, to Propoſe, and Anſwer them a part by 
themſelves. 

The Firft of theſe two, is the ancient Cuſtom of gi- 
wy the' Communion mnto Itfants, which they endeavour 
with all their Art, and Skill to run Parallel with the pra- 
ftice of Infant-Bapri/m, although there is nor the -like Evi- 
dence, nor the like Reafon tor the practice of that, as 
there is for the practice of this. 

Firſt, 'There is not the like Evidence for the practice of , : 
it, St. * Cyprian being the firſt Author which they can pro- oO 
duce for it, and after him the > Author of the Book of the criminis cu- 
Ecilefiaftical Hierarchy, and © Cyril of Feru/alem are the next, mulum Infan- 
who make mention of it towards the latrer end of rhe ts quoque 
Fourth Century, and then St. 4 Awguftine in the Fifth , Fawn ma- 
who indeed ſpeaks frequently of it, as of the prattice of poſi] bane oor 
the Church in that Age. tradti : arviſe- 


quod in primo ſtatim Nativitatis Exordio fuerunt conſecuti, Norine illi cum judicii dies 


venerir, dicent : Nos nihil fecimus, nec dereho cibo, ac poculo-domint ad profana conta- 
ja ſponte properavimus. Afterwards he tells a Story of alittle Girl, who having been car- 


Theſe 
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Theſe are all the Authorities for Þfant-Communion, that I 
know of, till St. Auguſtin's time ; whereas beſides the au- 
thopity of -St. Gypriay, which is the firſt they have for Com- 
municating Infants, we have the. authority of a whole 
Council of Fathers, in which he preſided, and of Origen, 
Tertullian, and Irene, who was the Scholar of St. Polycary, 
and the Grand-Scholar of St. Fobn. 

And then, whereas among the Writers of the 4th Cen- 


tury, there are but the two above-cited, who make men- 


* See themall tion of Infant-Communion, we have St. * Hierom, St. Am: 
cited ar large byoſe, St. Chryſoſftom, St. Athanaſins, Gregory Nazianzen, and 


in Walker's 
Plea for In- 
fant-Bapriſm, 


the Third Council of Carthage, who all ſpeak of «ge 
Baptiſm, as of a thing generally practiſed , and moſt of 


from p.256.ro them, as of a thing, which ought to be practiſed in the 
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Church. 

Furthermore, none of the four Teſtimonies for. Infant 
Communion, {ſpeak of it, as of an Apoſtolical Tradition, as 
Origen doth of Infant-Baptiſm, not to mention that the Pe- 
lagians never owned the neceflity of Infant-Communicn, as 
they did of Infant-Baptiſm : All which things conſidered, 
ſhew, that there is nothing near the like Evidence in Anti- 
quity for the practice of the one, as there is for that of the 
other. 

And as there is not the like evidence for the conſtant, 
ſlucceflive, and general practice of Infant-Communion , that 
there is for Infant-Baptiſm : So there is not the like Reaſon 


, for the practice of it, 


Firſt, Becauſe Baptiſm is the Sacrament, or Myſtery of 
Initiation, of which Perſons of all Ages are capable ; it be- 
ing inſtituted chiefly for an initiatory Sign to ſolemnize 
the admiflion of the Baptized Perſon into the Church, 
and to Seal all the Bleflings of the Goſpel unto him, as a 
Member of Chriſt. This is the Subſtance, or Chief end 
of Baptiſm ; which, as I have ſhewed upon the Second, 
and Fourth Queſtions, is equally anſwered in the Baptiſm 
of Children, as well as of profefling Believers ; Confeſlt 
on of Faith, as well as Confeflion of Sins, being but ac- 
cidental Circumfſtantials, whicff arc neceflary with reſj 
to the State of the Perſon to be Baptized, but not to -4 
tilm 
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tiſm it ſelf. But on the contrary, the Holy Euchariſt, or 
Communion, is the Sacrament of Perfettion, and Conſume , 
mation in the Chriſtian Religion, being primarily,' and 
chiefly inſtituted for a Sacrificial Feaſt in remembrance of 
Chriſt's Death, and Paſſion, which being an'a& of great 
Knowledge and Piety, Children are not capable to per- 
form. 

But Secondly, There is not the-like Reaſon for Bapti- 
zing, and Communicating Intants, becauſe that is ground- 
ed upon the Authority of many Texts of Scripture, which 
without the Concurrence of Tradition arc fairly, ;and- ge- 
nuinely interpretable for it ; but this is grounded only up- 
on one Text | Fohn 6. 53. Except ye eat the Fleſh of the Son 
of Man, and drink his Blood ye have no life in yow | which it 
is deubrful whether it is to be underſtood of the Holy Eu- 
chariſt, or no, becauſe it cannot be underſtood of it but 
in.a proleptical ſence, the Lord's Supper having not been yet 
inſticuced by him ; or if it be to be ſo underſtood, yet the 
ſence of it ought to be regulated by the Chief end of its 
hſitution contained in thoſe words of our bleſſed Saviour, 
do this in remembrance of me, and this do ye, as oft, as ye 
drink it in remembrance of me. Wherefore though this 
Jour were literally to be underſtood of the Holy Eucha- 
ilt, as St. Auguſtine firſt interprets it, yet ic ought not to be 
ſtrained to Infant-Communion, becauſe Infants cannot par- 
take of the Holy Banquet in remembrance of Chriſt.  : 
therefore though the Cuſtom of Communicating Infants pre- 
vailed by Degrecs in, ſome Ages of the Church, yer the 
Weſtern Churches diſcerning the miſtake upon which ir 
was grounded, have long fince laid ic aſide, though they 

il continue the practice of Ifant-Baptiſm, as tully an- 
lwering the Chief cnd of Baprilm, .and as being toungded 
upon, mare, and clearer Texts of Scriptures, and. a much 
more noble Tradition, than Nay Commnnien is. ns | 

But Thirdly, There is not the like reaſon tor Baptizing, 
and Communicating Infants, becauſe the Correſpondent 
pratice of the Fewjh Church in Infant-Circumciſin,, and 
Iifan;-Baptiſm, anſwered as a Pattern unto that uager, the 
Law, but there was nothing of a Pattern.under- it, which 

= anſwered 
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anſwered ſo to Ifant-Communion, becauſe a Child never 

* Exod: 2.26, partook. of the * Paſsover, before: he was old enough to 

27+ take his Father by the hand, and to go up from the Gates 

of Feruſalem unto the Mount of the Temple, and to emp 

quire about the meaning of the Service, and was capable 

of underſtanding the nature of it, as it was done 1n re 
membrance of their Deliverance out of Egypr. 

And in like manner when the Children of Chriſtians 
are old enough to be inſtructed in the nature of the Holy 
Communion, and to underſtand that, then they may par- 
rake of it, be it as ſoon, as it will, if they are Baptized 
and Confirmed ; though it is true, that Chriſtian Chil- 
dren are uſually much older, than the Few:ſh were, before 
they Communicate, which is merely accidental, becauſe 
it requires a riper reaſon to underſtand the Myſtery of the 
Holy Eucharitt, which is done in remembrance'of our 
Spiritual Deliverance by the Sacrifice of Chriſt, both God 
and Man, upon the Crofs, than to underſtand the plain 
and eafie: meaning of the Paſsover, which was annually 
wegh in remembrance of the Temporal Deliverance of 

e Fews. 

But to ſpeak yet' more fully of Infant-Communicn, o* 
practice of it is ſo far from prejudicing the Cauſe of i 
fant-Baptiſm, that it mightily confirms it, becauſe none 
were, or could' be admitted to partake of the' Holy. Cont 

* Theodoret. qaunion, till they-were: validly” © Baptized, and therefir 

EI the practice. of Infant-Communiow'is a moſt empharical De 

*A-riaesG- oy, Claration; that all the Churches, wherein it ever was, 0r 

3) Sov pu- * Ntillis-pradtiſed, were of Opinion that the” Baptiſm! of 

Stews ajuvn- Infants was as lawful; and valid, as that of profe B& 
lievers can- be. 


T o 
*As inthe  4.. for the Otiginal of this cuſtom, it is not knowii 


Greek, uſhany ptior-it began; probably it came. in' by degrees from the 
Churches, and ancient, and laudable cuſtom of adminiftring the*Lords 
among the Sypper to+ grown' Perfons preſently after their Baptiſin ; 


_ 4 and-if ſo-many of: the ancient Churches were ſo tender 


the Indies. 


towards farts; as'to'bring them to the Communion, rather 
than deprive them of the: leaſt ſhadow of right, what 
ſhall'be 4aid- in- excuſe of thoſe uncharitable Men, « 


| 
| 
| 
i 
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will racher deſtroy all te Churches in the World, than 
bring their Children wwo Baptiſm, :vf which they are 
| and to which t —__ _——— toba- 
ne en wr ne 
-:T ond. Ott <Bayty/m, w I 
90k 16 notice a, but elel for cs place 6 taken 
their incapacity #8 engape t s iy Covenant unto God. 
, fay- hes Moen all who eter into Covenawr, and re- 
ceive the Seal of the Covenant, muſt eortrait, and-ftipu- 
tre {or their Pars,” as Well as God doth for his, and (there- 
tbt6-96; Privy hich, Thitit 144 Buprojem which (averh i, Huſt 
tive rhe nſw, of reſffipuliition of a good 'Conſevence towards 
Gal. But how van Dbefwnt _ of what Conſcience 
wah bein theih; who haves not the uſe of reaſon, nor zre 
Wpeble of knowing what-the Covenant theans? 
0 this Obyhion, I anſwer as formerly, That it is as 
ReGhg - agaitift Df amr, as Iifant-Baytifme ; far 
the Ifancs of the Fews were adinitted as effecually into 


thi Covenant, ant had it as really ſealed tinto them, and 


were as ſtrongly -tyod to perform the Cotdions of it; when 
thty carte to Yeats of #ndeſbending, as if they had been 
Gireuttteiſed then; and at thetr Circamcifion had perfonal- 
ly; and expreſly idtred with God. ma 
Wherefore e the ſame arifwer which will ſerve to juſtifie 
Ifent-Circwiniciſion will juitifis Df am-Beptiſms , which Tac- 
tweds itt the place of it; and it is this : That God of his 
die toni Inf «ants was pleaſed to ſeal the Covenant of 
e titito befants pon an implicire; atid imputative fort of 
Stipulation, WHich- at years of underenang they were 
bound to own by openly profeſling the Fewiſh Religion, or 
if they then renonncet tr, thereupon they became Stran- 
ers to the rrtereryl — _—— wy as void, as it 
Khad ritvet been thade: Art implicit Stipulation was ſut- 
ficient for che Children of Baliovaiy though an open. Pro- 
and Stipulation was required of Grown Prolelytes, 
which ſhews,that Cirraricifior Was art infitution of Latitude; 
ind that perfoniat, and expreſs Reftiptilation was not a ge- 
erat prerequiſite Eondition ts Circumciſion, but only te 
ime Perſons to be Circumciſed. 


In 


« +4 
z 
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1- In like manner Baptifm-being an '#n/titution. of Latitude, 
ordained for Perſons under, tas well as at. the years of dif: 
£retion;; perfanal'and expres Stipulation is only required 
ofthe former;;- and therofdre/St;1 Pecer. jm the;Text-above 
FEited likely had:.reſpet not to: all; Baprifm,! or Baptiſm in 
general, but 'only!+to 'the Baptiſm of: Adulcr Proſelyres, 
* Fence Ter- whom-the- Miniſter -uſed to * interrogate. at- the time of 


Bapriſing call Baptiſm, much-after the ſame-manner, ;.as we interrogate 


Baptiſm Spon- due Proſglytes now, fo wo [2 wn 
fonemSalutis. .; Wherefore, ithis Objedtiqn like. the reſt which 'the Aus 
Andin, St Cy- baptiſts make," rans upon this prefumption, that Baptiſm 4s 
abrptpbres a {tric inſtitution, and that-perſonal and expreſs anſier- 
terrogation x ing-or-Reſtipulatian is -a pre-requiſite condition to all Bay: 
Baptiſm. tid, whereas 4 is,only. a perſonal qualification | required 
of Majors , oz -Adult. Perſons,,- when: they, come 'to be 

Baprizcd. -: } Ti15£01:10t? 2 EY10L i NHoIÞhGa8w £3 OT 
I as-for Children, Baptiſm may. be-adminiſtred unto 


them. upon an implicite, and imputative ſort of Refſtipy- 
lation, as Circumciſion was to the Jewiſh and Baptiſm 
now is to agonizing Chriſtian Infants, or elle 'it may bead 
miniſtred unto them as. Baptiſaz formerly was among the 
Fews 0 the Jnfanrs,. and Minors of Profelytes upon a v» 
carious Reſtipulation by theiy Spenſors, which ſeems to haye 
been tranſlated rogether with Touk of Baptiſm from the 


ary" Tewiſh Church. It is 'certain', that -* Tertullias makes 
cap. 15 Ve mention of Sponſors, or Surgries for Children at ;Baptiſm, 


eſt Spanſores and very probable, that che, Apoſtles made ,Parents, and 
etiam peri- Major demos {tipulate in the name of, their + Adneors, when 
culo inger1? they Baptized them, as the , Few's were, wont to Yo; .and 
+ Przxftecture# his S Gti G in th _— 
;vitur juridice PP22 (Nis Suppoſition St. Peter in the Text - above cited, 
quz Baptiſmo Might alſo probably allude to. all Bapriſm, becauſe Grown 
przerat profi- ; TEE | 

rebatur Proſelytus ipſe Majorennis ( Maſculus qui annum decimum tertium, faxmina 
duodcecim _ legem Moſaicam fe ſervatunim. '"Minorum vero nomine idem 
ipſum profitebarur przteCura ipſa, uti in Chriſtianiſmo ſuſceptores minorennium, ſeu par- 
vulorum, ſalrem f1 nec parentes adeſſent, qui idem przſtare poſſent. Seldende Synedrii 
Lib, 1. C. 3: And what is here ſaid of the CONSISTORT among the Jews, concerning the 
Baptiſm of Infants, and Minors, St, Auguſtine. ſaith of the Church among Chriſtians, ac- 
commodar 1111s mater Eccleſia aliorum pedes ut yenianr, aliorum cor, ut credant, aliorum 
linguam ut fateantur, | 


' Proſelytes 
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Proſelytes. to the Chriftan Re/rgion did anfiwer for their Chil- 
dren, as well as for themſelves at Baptiſm, according to 


"the Cuſtom of. the-Fewb.Church. —-: : : 


Nay; there is little reaſon to.doubt; bur that the Fewifh 
being the ;Parrern of the 'Chriftion” Bapriſmn, che -Apoltles, 
and their Afiſtants whe were Fews, or Helleniſts, did ob- 
ſerve this Cuſtom of Vicariows Stipalation at 'the Baptiſm of 
Infants, and Minors, as well as all the other Particulars, in 
which they reſemble one another, as the Pikure doth the 
Face, whoſe Picture it is. 


As for Example, the Fewiſh Baptiſm was adminiſtred to 
Women, as well as Mz2n, and fo is the Chriſtian. 

Szcondly, It was never reiterated nor repzated, no more 
is the Chriſtian. _ | \ 
. Thirdly , It was called Regeneration, and a New 
Birth, and Baptized Perſons were ſaid to be born again 
- Regenerated, which alſo holds in Chriſtian Bap- 


tiſm. 

Fourthly, Baptized Profelytes among the Fews were 
bound to leave their neareſt Relations, if ic were neceſſa- 

, and adhere to the Church, and ſo are Baptized Chri- 

;an Profelytes bound to do the ſame. 

Fifthly, The Infants of Profelytes were Baptized among 
the Fews, as well as the Proſelytes themſelves, and fo have 
I proved, that Infants have been always Baptized among 
the Chriſtians. 

And therefore in the laſt place, ſince the Few;ſh Church 
Baptized Infants upon Vicariow Stipulation; why ſhould not 
we think it ſufficient for their entrance into the Covenant, 


and that the Apoſtles did ſo too ? 


Theſe things, and whatſoever elſe is written in this little 
Trac, I hope will be fairly, and candidly contidered by 
the Diſſenters among us upon the account of Infant-Bap- 
tim. 1 fay, the truth in Chriſt, I lye not, my Conſcience 
alſo bearing me Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſ#, who is the 


Searcher of Hearts, that I have great heavinels, and almoſt 
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continual forrow in my heare for them, and that to re 
concile them to. the Chusch. I could wiſh in the Apoſtles 
Sence, that T my ſelf were an Anathems from iſt, 
And becauſcit is a Difeale too common ameng Diflentery, 
and mare eſpecially ——— with whom I have been 
a dealing, to have minds of Prejudice, Prepoſſcffion, 
and ſinifter Suſpitions againſt what we Speak, or Preach, 
or Write, IL have here ſubjoined a Letter of that Famous 
Martyr of Jefis Chrift Mr. fob Philpor, concerning I 
fant-Baptiſm, which I ſeriouſly recommend to their Im- 
partial, and diligent peruſal, hoping that the ſame Argu- 
ments, which may perhaps have leB effodt upon them a; 
they comg _ me, may I received, - == 
deeper i uw ir Souls as come from 

who tho the Prinditive Martyrs, was Blefſed with Hez 
venly Viftens, and cheartully ſuffered for his Redeemer, 
who: had ſuffered for him, and thanked God when the 
eine Wes, come, that he was to fal the truth of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion with his Blood. * 
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A Letter of Mr. PHIL POT, 
to 4 Friend of bis, Priſoner the ſame 
time in Newgate; Wherein # de- 

' bated and diſcuſſed the matter or 
queſtion of Infants to be Baptized. 


your Heart with a nowl 


ord, trs, z Vol. p. 


HE God of all Light and Underſtanding ligh Y 
T ply Po of ths Ward, nee: 


and make you perfect to the day of our Lord Jefys 605. Col. 2. 
Chuift, whereunto you are now calted, thraugh the migh- £ondan.1641, 


ty operation of his Holy Spirit, Amen. 
"Treceived Yefſternight from you, ( Dear Brother $. and 
Fellow-Prifoner for the truth for Chrift's Goſpel) a Lecter, 
wherein yau gently require my Judgment, concerning the 
Baptjſin of DÞfants, which is the ettet thereof. And be- 
fore I Jo. ſhew you what I have learned out of God's 
Ward, and of his true Infattible Church , tquching the 
ime, T think it not qut of the matter, firft. to declare 
what Vifion, I had the fame Night whiltt mpfing on your 
Liter I ell afteep, knowing chat God doth not-withour 
cauſe. roveal to his People who have their Mingts fixet an 
_, and Spiritual Revelations to their Comfort, 
& a taſts of their Joy and ws ib to come, which Flzfh 
and. Blood cannot compreheny. | 

Being in the midit of wy fiveet reft, it feemetl to me to 
ſoo a great beautiful City alt of the colour of Azure, and 
white, four ſquare in a marvellous beauciful compoſition, in 
the midſt of the Skis, the ſight whereof fo inwardly com- 
facted me,vhatl amngor akle ro. exprefs the conſolation Thad 
thereof, yea, the remembrance thereof cauferh my Hearc 


as 
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as yet to leap for Joy : And as Charity is no Churle, but 
would have others to be Partakers ot his delight, ſome 
thought. I called. to. others (T cannot tell whom) and 
whilſt they came and we together beheld the Tame,” by 
and by to my great Grief it vaded away. 

This Dream I think not to have come of the-illuſioh of 
the Senſes, becauſe it brought with it ſo much Spiritual 
Joy, and I take it to be of the working of God's Spirit for 
the contentation of your Requeſt, as he- wrought in Peter 
to {atisfie Cormehas. Therefore I Inteftpret - this. Beautiful 
City.to be the Glorious Church of Chriſt, and the 1 va 
ance of it in the Sky, ſignifieth the Heavenly State" there- 
of, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven, and that according 
to the Primitive Church, which is now in Heaven, Men 
ought to meaſure and judge the Church of Chriſt now in 
Earth ;. for as- the Prophet Dawid ſaith, The Feundgtion: 
thereof be in the Holy Hills, and glorious things be ſpoken fi 
City of God And the marvellous quadrature of the 
I take to ſignifie the univerſal agreement in the fame, and 
that all the Church here Militant ought to conſent to' the 
Primitive Chutch throughiout the four Parts of the World, 
as the. Prophet, affirmeth, ſaying ; God maketb ws to dwel 
after one manner. in one Houſe. And that T conceived þ 
wonderful Joy at the Contemplation thereof, I underſtand 
the unſpeakable Joy which they have that be at Unity 
with Chriſt's Primitive Church :, For there is Joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, and Peace, which paſſeth all Unde ang 
as it i5 written in- the Pſalms ; As of Foyful Perſons # 
dwelling of . all, them that be in thee, And that I called othas 
to the truition of this Viſion, and 'to behold this worider- 
ful City, I conſtrue it by the Will of God this Viſion 'to 
have come upon me, _— on your Letter, to the end, 
that under this Figure I might have occaſion to move you 
, with many others, to behold the Primitive Church in all 
your Opinions. concerning Faith, and. to conform you 
ſelf 'in all points to the ſame, which is the Pillar and Eſta 
bliſhment of truth, and teacheth the true uſe of the Sacra 
ments, and having with a greater fulneſs than we have 


.now, the firlt, fruits of the Holy Ghoſt, did declare _ true 
= tet- 
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hey 6b tho Primiciue-Church had, leſt we-docerye 
our ſelyes.- For there 15/butione Faith and'bne Spirit, which 
not ay wy neither otherwiſe :now teacherh 
jo of-the! Xripturegartd bear pedce withirliem, act 
ing as true Catholick-Church rs ac-rhis!day'(tt: Amid 
the God of Peace/aflureilly: wil bewwctrus/ſard deliver us 
out of -all our. Worldly -Trontiles and:Miſevies) Und -rrake 
wPartakers of their Joy and Blils, 'through.our Obedience 
toF Tn ; with them.- 40 Gz, 11494, JL 26 9717 & bet 
1Fherefore:Gad commandeth ps'im1Fob; toask cOdwrR 
&f:Goneration;: -and: to fearchddiligendy - the / memory?! 


gnorarit, and-our-days arc liks:.a Shadow, ' and'they [ſtall 
teach thee ( ſaith the Lord ) and ſpeak to: thee, and ſhall 


atter words. from their Hearts. 'And by Solomon we are Prov. 6. 


eottmanded; not: to. reject. .the direQtion of our: Mother. 
The Lord grant you'to direct your ſteps in. all things aftet 
het, and-to abhor 'contention- with ther. / For: as'St. Paul 


writeth ; If Man be contentioms, neither we, neither the x Cu. 11. 


Church of God hath any ſuch cuſtom. 

- Hitherto I have. ſhewed you ( good Brother S.) my 
Judgment geuerally of that you ftand in doubt and diflent 
from others, to the. which I wiſh you as mine own Heatt to 
be comformable;-and then doubtleſs you ' cannot err, but 
boldly may be glad in _ Troubles, and Triumph at the 
hour of your Death, that you ſhall die in the! Church of 


God a Faichful Martyr, and receive the Crown of -Eternal 


Glory. And thus mach have I written: upon the- occaſion 
of 


Fathers.;| For were but:Yeſterdays Childten, «nd'be 74 8. 


. them worth 
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of a Viſion before God | t 
think that I go about to Et wich icin Yin 
only, and not aftet: Gotl's W ale phre the pround 
ay be af arfees 2a chi firs by eB. 
reaforts deduced onr of whe Einig, 
—_ Ne Depts of Lnfakero belowkd  COmtriend- 
able, and neceſlary, whereof you ſtem wo ſtand. in doube, 
Indeed if you look upon —w rr 
which bach corrupted God's Word: 


hare 
the Re Irifants. '. Buc foraſmuch- a5 lis of Mbte 
riquity, and bach his beginning from God's Word; and 
from he al of the Pairs Cue, ic mbſt Tot in it 
of *hc abuſe in.che Poſh Chgroh' be moglefell, 6 
ht not TO! an Chritts Church. ian 
entiw On8 bf the Arias Stity with his Actizettrns, way one 
of the furſt er che Henahy and f Children, anda 
after him P che Heretick; and ſome vcher chero wee 
in St. Bernard's time, as it doth appear by his! and 
An pe agg ; and Inordinace kind 


d the Cut e Dev}! 7 to thedefiruioner che''Goſl 
- But 


ck truth delivered ano ws 


Theedfore ico be in the number of 'ſeroll of 
God'sPeople, and be: Partakess of the Promiſe by. thelr 
Purification 3H Chriſt; ir-matt needs follow thereby, thi 


t to be Baptized as well as rhe that cats Proſe 


their Faith. For we judge tho People of God as wett by 


the free and liberal Promite of God, as by the Corfefkon 
of Faith. Foro whoutfoever God romiferh hinfUlf e 
be thelri Gad, and: whom be ly for his; thoſt 
no Man withons (grete Irapiery- may: exctude' from dt 
nunbey of the Faxhfal. Bac God protifertsy, rhat kewil 

nor only be-the God: of fuch as do profets hin, but alſo df 
Jafants, promidig them his Grace arid Remilliors of Sins 
- A EE: ay" 
Abraham 


Of Iifunt-Baptiſin $7 
Abraham. I will ſet my Covenant between thee and me ( ſaith ge, 1, 
the Lord ) and between thy Seed after thee in their Generati- 
ons, with an” everlaſting Covenant, to be thy God, and the God 
of thy Seed after thee. To the which Covenant Circumciti- 
on was added to'be a ſign of Sanftification as well in 
Children as in Men ; and no Man' may think that this 
Promiſe is abrogated with Circumciſion and other Cere- 
monial Laws. For Chriſt came to fulfil the Promiſes, and Matth.'s. 


which.is contained in Ba priſhy pettalneth 33 wel to 
che fign of the P, | 


'Y 
. &> > 3 Pipe a' Wi 
s Baptiſm in Water, be wichdrawn from Children, when 
Chriſt hnſlf ——— COME TOE & usand , , 
ifech the Reward of 2 Prophet'to, thble.that receive | 
loch a fiels Fnfne, as befor an Sits 018 br before his 
RT Te atioanf anti 
Now will T prove wich miarafett Uumerts, thac Chil- Math. 28, 
dren ought to be Baptized, ahd that the Apoltles'of Chyiſt 
didBaprize Children. TheLord commanded his Apoltles.co 
Daptize all Nations ; therefore, alſo "Children ought ta be 
Baptized, for they are comprehended, under rhis Word, 
All Nations, | MD ERT Lap, Fo yo—_- 
© Firtther, whom God'doth accotint among. the. faithful, 
they are faichful, for it was faid to Peter,- That thing which A#* 19. 
God hath purified, thou ſhalt not ſay to be commonor 4 5 But 
GOD doth repute Childrea amang the Faichfl ; Z52y 
theybe faichful, _ had rather to reſiſt God, and 
ſtronger and wiſer than he. M And 
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x Cor, 1. 


r Oo, 1, 


Aﬀ:s 10. 


Rom, 8; 


Matth. 1c: 


Of Infant-Baptiſm. 

And without all doubt the Apoſtles Baptized thoſe 
which Chriſt commanded : But he commanded the Faith- 
ful to be Baptized, among the which Infants be reckoned: 
The Apoſtles then Baptized Infants. 

The Goſpel is more than Baptiſm, for Paul faid ; The 
Lord ſent me to Preach the Goſpel, and nat to Baptize : Not that 
he denied abſolutely that he was ſent to Baptize, but that 
he preferred Doctrine before _—_— for the Lord com- 
manded both to the a > rh ut Children be received 
by the Dodrine of the Goſpel of God, and not refuſed : 

erefore what Perſon being of reaſon may deny them 
Baptiſm, which is a thing lefler than the Goſpel ? For in 
the Sacraments be two things to be conſidered, the thing 
ſignified, and the Sign, and thing ſignified is greater than 
the Sign, and from the thing ſignified in Baptiſm, Chil 
dren are not excluded ; who therefore.may deny them the 


Sign, which is Baptiſm in Water ? 


©. Peter could not deny them to be Baptized in Water, 
to whom he ſaw the Holy Ghoſt given, which is the cer- 
tain Sign of God's People : For he faith in the As, Mey 
any body forbid them to be Baytined in Water, who have recerved 
the Holy Ghoſt as well as we, ? Therefore St. Peter denied not 
Baptiſm © Taki for he knew certainly both by the 
Dodrine of Chriſt, and by the Covenant which is everlalt- 
mg ths the Kingdom of Heaven pertained to Infants. 
None be received into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
ſuch'as God Toveth, and which are endued with his Spirit: 
For wholſo hath northe Spirit of God, he is none of his. 


. But. Infants be beloved of God, ,and therefore want not 


che Spitit of God : Wherefore if they have the Spirit of 
God as well as Men, if they be numbred among the People 
of God as well as we that be of Age, who (I pray you) 
may. well withftand' Children to be Baptized with Water, 

in the Name of the Lord” -9o © © 
The Apoſtles in times paſt being yet not ſufficiently in- 
{trued;. did murmur againſt thoſe which brought their 
Children unto the Lord, but the Lord rebuked them, and 
faid ; Let the Babes. come unto me. Why then do not theſe Re- 
bcllious 4nabapriſt; obey the Commandments of the Log! 
; FM ar 
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Forwhat do they now ou elſe that bring their Children 
to Baptiſm, than that they did in times paſt, which bronght 
their Children to.the Lord, and our Lord received them, 
and putting his hands on them, Bleſſed them, and both by 
Words and by Gentle Behaviour towards them, declared 
manifeſtly that Children be the People of God, and entire- 
ly beloved of GOD ? But ſome will ſay, Why then did 
not Chriſt Baptize them? Becauſe ir is Written, Jeſus him-' 
{elf Baptized not, but his Diſciples. 
Moreover, Circumciſion in the Old Law was miniſtred Jobs 4. 
toInfants ; therefore Baptiſm ought to be miniſtred in the 
New Law unto Children. For Baptiſm is come in the ſtead 
of Circumciſion, as St. Paw! witneſleth, {ſaying to the Coloſ- 
flans ; By Chrift ye areCircumciſed with a Circumciſion which i Colſ. 2. 
without hands, when Je t off the body of on of rhe Fleſh, by 
the Ca +4 Chriſt, being buried together with him through * 
Baptiſm. Pax] calleth Baptiſm the Circumciſion of a 
Chriſtian Man, which is dane without hands, not that Wa- 
ter may be miniſtred without hands, but that with hands ne 
Man any longerought to be Circumciſed, albeit the Myſte- 
ry of Circumciſion do ſtill remain in Faithful People. 
To this I may add, That the Servants of God were al- 
ways ready to. miniſter the Sacraments to them, for whom 
were inſtituted. As for an u—_ we may behold f 
{ , who moſt diligently procured the People of 17ael to Fif. 2. 
Circumciſed before they entred into the Land of Pro- 
miſe ; but ſince the Apoſtles were the Preachers of the 
Word, and the very Faithful Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
may hereafter doubt that war Baptized Infants, ſince Bap- 
tiſa is in place of Circumcition ? 
Item, The Apoſtles did attemperate all their doings to 
the Shadows and Figures of the Old Teſtament : There- 
fore it is certain that they did attemperate Baptiſm accor- 
dingly to Circumciſion, and Baptized Children becauſe 
they were under the Figure of Baptiſm; for the People of 
Ia] paſſed through the Red Sea, and the bottom of the 
Water of Fordan, with their Children. And although the 
Children be not always exprefled, neither the Women in 
the Holy Scriptures, yet they are comprehended and un- 
derſtood in the ſame. | M 2 Alte 


= 


Heb. II, 
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ſpew 
baptized whole Families or Houſholds : But the Chil- 
dret be comperigaced in a Family or Houſhold, as the 
chigleſt and deareſt pare 


feſt in the 17. of Geneſis, and alfo in that Foſeph doth call 
Facob with all his Houlz, to. came out of the Land of Ca- 


wk unto hy (8 el :,C3 Q0r; fad ; : 
_ - Finally, I can declare out: of ancient Writers, . that the 
Baptiſm of Infants hath continued from the Apoſtles time 
unto ours, neither that it was inſtituted by any Councels, 
neither of the. Pape, nor of other Men, -bttt- commended 
from the Scripture by the Apoſtles ghemfelves:' Origen upon 
the Declaration, of St. Paws Epiſtle to the Romans, ex: 
pounding the 6. Chapter, faith, That the Churbrvof Chriſt re 
cerved the Baptiſm from the very Apoſtles...St. Hierome maketh 
mention of: the Baptiſm of Infants, ibthe -3. Book againſt 
the Pelagianz, andiin his Epiftle to.Lera, : wt cho rec 
ceth for this purpoſe, a place-out- of 'Fobw, Biſhop of Co 
ſtantinople, in his 1. Book aganſt 7ul;as, Chap.-2; and he 
again writing to St. Hierome Epiſt. 28. faiths, That St. Cy- 
Prian not waking any new Decree, but firmly obſerving the Faith 
of | the Church, judged with hs fellow Bihope, that as ſoon as one 
was born, he oy ger mp Baptized. 'The place of Cyprith 
e to Rid. | 


is to be ſeen in-his Epi | 
Anguſt ine in writing againſt the Donariſts in the 


o 


Alfo St. 
4. Book, Chap. 23. & 24 ſaith, That the Baptiſm of I 
fants was net derived from the authority of Man, neither of 
Councels, but from the Tradition or Dottrine'of the Apoſtles. 
Eyril upon: Leviticas, Chap. 8. approveth'the Baptiſiy of 
Children, and condemneth the iteration of Baptiſm. Theſe 
Authorities of: Men I do all:dge, not to tie the Baptiſm of 
Children unto:the Teſtimonies of Men, but to ſhew how 
Mens Teſtimonies do-agree with God's Word, and that the 
verity of Antiquity is on our fide, and that the Anabaprifs 
have nothing but Lies for them, and new Imaginations, 
which feign the Baptiſm of Children to be the Pope's 
Commandment, Afer 
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Aﬀeer this will I anſwer to the ſam of your Arguments 
for the contrary. The firſt, which includeth all che reſt, 
is, It is Written, Go ye into all the World, and Preach the glad 
Tidings to all Creatures. He that beljeveth and is Baptized, ſhall 
he Saved : But he that believeth not ſhall be Dammed, &c. 

To this I anſwer, That nothing is added to God's Word 

Baptiſm of Children, as you pretend, but that is done 
which the ſame Word doth require, for that Children are 
accounted of Chriſt in the Goſpel among the number of 


gr 


fach as believe, as it appeareth by theſs words ; He that of- Matth. 18. 


fendeth one of theſe little Babes which believe in me, it were bet- 
ter for him to have a Milſtone tyed about bis Neck, and to be ca 
into the bottom of the Sea. Where plainly Chriſt calleth ſuch 
s be not able to confeſs their Faith, Believers ; becauſe of 
his mere Grace he reputeth them for Believers. And this 
is no Wonder fo to be taken, fince God imputeth Faith for 
Righteouſnels unto Men that be of riper Age : For both 
in Men and Children, Righteouſneſs, Acceptation, or 
Sancification is of mere Grace and by Imputation, that 
the Glory of God's Grace might be praiſed. 

And that the Children of Faithful Parents are San&tifi- 
&, and among ſuch as do believe, is apparent in the 1 Cox. 
5. And whereas you do gather by the order of the words 
in the ſaid Commandment of Chriſt, that Children ought 
whe taught before they be Baptized, and to this end you 
_ many places out of the As, proving that fuch as 
Conteſſed their Faith firſt, were Baptized atrer : I anſwer, 
That if the order of words might weigh any thing to this 
Cauſe, we have the Scripture that maketh as well for us. 


I Cor. To 


St. Mark we read, that Fob did Baptize in the Defart, wart r. 


Preaching the Baptiſm of Repentance. In the which place 
we ſee Baptizing go before, and Preaching to follow after. 

And alſo I will declare this place of Matthew exactly 
conſidered, to make for the uf of Baptiſm in Children, 


for St. Matthew hath it written in this wiſe ; Al Power x Matth. 28. 


wen me ( ſaith the Lord ) in Heaven and in Earth, there- 
Romcing forth «amore, that is, Diſciple ye, ( as I may 
expreſs the ſignification of the Word; ) that is, make or 
gather to me Diſciples of all Nations. And —  - - 
eclareth 


G2 
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declareth the way how they ſhould gather to him Difciples 
out of all Nations, baptizing them and teaching ; by bapti- 
Zing and teaching ye ſhall procure a Church to me. And 
both theſe aptly and briefly ſeverally he ſetteth forth, fay- 
ing, Baptizeng them in the Name of the Father, and of the Som, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all things whatſq- 


ever Thawve commanded you. Now then Baptiſm goeth before 


Dodrine. 

But hereby I do not gather ; that the Gentiles which 
never heard any thing before of God, and of the Son of 
God, and of the Holy Ghoſt, ought to be Baptized, nei- 
ther they would permit themſelves to be Baptized before 
they knew to what end. Burt this I have declared to ſhew 
you upon how feeble Foundation the Anabapriſts be ground- 
ed. And plainly it is not true which they imagine of this 
Text, that the Lord did only command ſuch to be Bapti 
zed, whom the Apoſtles had firſt of all taught. Nei 
here verily is ſignified who only be to be Baptized, but he 
{ſpeaketh of ſuch as be of perfe& age, and of the firſt Foun- 

tions of Faith, and of the Church to be planted among 
_ Gentiles, which were as yet rude and ignorant of Re 

on. 
Such as be of Age may hear, believe, and confeſs, that 
which is Preached and taught, but ſo cannot Infants; 
therefore we may juſtly colle&, that he ſpeaketh here no 


thing of Infants or Children. Burt for all this they be not 


to be excluded from Baptiſm. 

It is a general rule ; He that doth not Labour, muſt not Eat. 
But who is ſo barbarous that might think hereby, that 
Children ſhould be Famiſhed? 

The Lord ſent his Apoſtles at the beginning of the ſet- 
ting up his true Religion unto all Nations, unto ſuch as 
were both ignorant of God, and were out of the Cove 
nant of God; and truly ſuch Perſons it behoved not firlt 
to be taught, and after baptized. If at this day we ſhould 
go to the Turks to Convert them to the Faith of Chrilt, 
verily firſt we ought to teach them, and afterward Baptize 
ſuch as would yield to be the Servants of Chriſt. Likewiſe 
the Lord himſelf in times paſt did, when firſt he rongaes 

the 


a_< aww oo mw ooo ao oa... can. cc. 


Of Infant-Baptiſm. 


the Covenant with Abraham, and ordained Circumciſion 
to be a Seal of the Covenant after that Abrabam was. Cir- 
cumciſed. But he, when he | _ the Infants alſo to 
in to the Covenant, and that Circumciſion was the 
Piling up of the Covenant, did not only Circumciſe 1/mael 
his Son that was 13 years of Age, but all other Infants that 
were born in his Houſe, among whom we reckon Iſaac. 

Even fo Faithful People which were Converted from 
Heathen Idolatry by the Preaching of the Goſpel, and 
Confefling the Faith, were Baptized ; when they under- 
ſtood their Children to.be counted among the People of 
GOD, and that Baptiſm was the Token of the People of 
GOD, they procured alſo their Children to be baptized. 
Therefore as it is written ; Abraham Circumciſed all the 
Male Children of has Houſe. Semblably we read in the Acts 
and Writings of the Apoſtles, that after the Maſter of the 

ſ was turned to the Faith, all the whole Houſe was 
baptized. And as concerning thoſe which ot old time 
were compelled to Confeſs their Faith before they received 
Baptiſm, which were called Catechumeni, they. were ſuch as 
with our Fore-Fathers came from the Gentiles to the 
Church, who being yet rude of Faith, they did inſtru&tin 
the Principles of their Belief, and. afterward they did Bap- 
tize them; bur the fame Ancient Fathers. notwithſtanding 
did Baptize the Children. of Faithful Men,. as I have al- 
ready yu declared. 

And becauſe you do require a haſty anſiver of your Let- 
ter of one that is but ao Wrrew: I am here _—_—_ to 
ceaſe particularly to go our Letter in.anſ{weri 
NT owing thee I have kally anſwered eyery i 
thereof, in that I have already written, although nor.in 
ſuch order as it had been meet, and as I purpoſed. But for- 
aſmuch as IL underſtand that you: will be no Contentious 
Man, neither in.this matter, neither in any other, contra 
to the judgment. of Chriſt's Primitive Church, which is 
the Body and Fulneſs of Chriſt, I deſire you in the intire 
love of him,_or rather Chritt defireth you by me 4 that 
=! joy 'may be-perfſe&, whereto you are now called) to. 

mit your Judgment to that Church, and to be.at go 

an 
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and Unity. with the ſame ; that the Coat of Chriſt which: 
ought to be without Seam, but now alas, moſt miſerat y* 
is torn in pieces by many dangerous Sets and Damnabls' 
Opinions, may appeat by you in no part to have been'ren({} 
neither that any giddy Head in theſe Dog-days, - might 
take an enſample by you to diffent from Chriſt's eras 
Church : I beſcech chee, Dear Brother, in the Goſpel, fol 
low the ſteps of the Faith of the Glorious Martyrs in the 
Primitive Church, and of ſuch as at this day follow thi 
ſame; decline from them neicher to the Right Hand na 
to the Left. Then ſhall Death, be it never+ſo bitter, } 
more fiweeter than this Life ; then ſhall Chriſt with all tþ 
Heavenly Hieru/alem triumphantly imbrace your - Spit 
with unſpeakable Gladneſs and Exaltation, who in-th 
Earth was content to joya1 your Spirit with their $5 in 
according as it is commanded by - the Word; Thi 
Spirit of Prophets ſhould be ſubje& to the Prophers. Oh 
thing ask wich David ere you depart, and require the fan 


that you may dwell with a full accord in his Houſe, 
there is Glory and Worſhip: And ſo with Simeon i 4 
x Cor, 14 Templeembracing Chrift, depare in Peace : To the'w 


Peace Chriſt-bring both you and me, and all our lovit 

Brethren that love GOP in the Unity of Faith, 'by ſh 

ways as ſhall pleaſe him, to his Glory. Let the birrer Pali 

on of "Chrift which he ſuffered for your fake, and the Hl 

rible Torments which the Godly Martyrs of Chriſt-ha 

endured before us; and' alſ>'the- jneftimable Reward: 
your —_ go. in rm is Hank et ate while 'f 

n-with Chriſt; irongthcn; 4E#rIfode, and cncolithel 
Da end -of nr oro Race 'which'you- ar 

- Your Yoke-fellow in Captivity for the 

. Fay 1 Chris Gyjel wo 

'--' aondl tie with you m tht Unny; 
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